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Raaaiag Recon 
A Photo Journey with SOG Special Ops Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail 

by Frank Greco This stunning combat photo book 
contains more than 700 photos, 
many never before seen, document
ing the a uthor's experiences in SOG 
from April 1969 through April 1970 in 
Kontum, a s well a s the collective 
experiences of SOG vets in general. 
It includes color maps showing 
specific operations and new photos 
and details of SOG's best-known 
mission, Operation Tailwind. 8 1/2 x 
11, hardcover, photos, color maps, 

According to Jim Grover, "The only 
dirty fight is the one you lose." If you 
agree, you need to learn to fight his 
way. This brutal, in-your-face three
tape set is a complete course that 
covers every aspect of Grover's com
bat-proven style of unarmed combat, 
as well as practical stick fighting and 

weapon disarming techniques. Color, approx. 
155 min. total. Now available in a two-DVD set 

loaded witl1 bonus features! 
Video: #GR.SElV 
DVD: #GR.SETDVD 

3· Tape Set $99.95 
2·DVD Set $119.95 

l.!ii~m~iill COMBATIVES 
U.S. Army 
This reprint of the U.S. Army's 
most current field manual on 
hand-to-hand combat incorpo
rates training undertaken by Army 
Rangers with the legendary Gracie 
family, blending their proven 
ground fighting tactics with the 
Army's latest training curriculum 

'---------" to create a unique battlefield form 
ot Brazilian jujitsu. Learn basic and advanced ground fighting; 
vicious takedowns and throws: offensive techniques with 
knives. bayonets. sticks and entrenching tools; and more. 8 
1/2 x 11, softcover. photos, illus., 272 pp. #fM3 $19.95 

THE MODERN 
IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity 
for Privacy and Personal 
Freedom, Revised & Updated 
by Shstdoo Charrett 
Get the latest scoop on acquir -
ing a new identity, producing the 
necessary documents to support 
it and obtaining residence, cred
it, employment and banking 

privileges to enjoy It. Includes new Information on Social 
Security numbers, mail drops, segmented vs. total ID 
change, ID consjruclion and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
sottcovet; photos, !Hus., 216 pp #fDEtmtYZ $25.00 

458 pp. #RECON $79.95 Foreword by 
John Plaster 

FBI GUIDE TO 
CONCEALABLE WEAPONS 

~.;)~fllll~ After 9/11 , the FBI produced a cata
log of photos, descriptions and X-ray 
images of dozens of small, easily 
concealed knives and other poten
tially lethal objects. Originally distrib
uted to airport screeners and law 
enforcement agencies, this informa
tion is now available to every citizen 

who wants to be prepared to face future terrorist attacks. In 
this reprint of the FBI guide you will see knives hidden in 
pens. keys, belt buckles, jewelry and more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 88 pp. #FBl.G $15.00 

LIVING WITH 
THE BIG .50 
The Shooter's Guide to the 
World's Most Powerful Rifle 
by Robert H. Boatman 
The most powerful shoulder-fired 
rifle on the planet, the 50-cal. is a 
boon to competitive marksmen, 
hunters and police and military 
snipers alike, yet it is increasingly 

'-------- under attack by gun banners. Here 
you'll discover the many dynamic uses of this powerhouse 
in all ot its variations, plus get a thorough look at ammo 
and accessories. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#BIG.50 $29.00 

IMPROVISED 
LOCK PICKING 
Secrets from the Master 
by Steven Hampton 
From the author of Secrets of 
LDck Picking comes this new 
book on devising quick and easy 
lock-picking tools on the spot, 
using common household items 
found In the average home, office 
or garage. Using detailed photos 

and drawings you'll learn how to open any lock In the world, 
including getting in a front door with a safety pin, opening 
magnetic card readers and more. 8 1/2 x 11. softcover, pho-
tos, Illus., 88 pp. #llP $25.llO 

SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY 
OF THE SECRET WARS 
by John L. Plaster 
This is the book that the U.S. gov
ernment never intended for anyone 
to see! A companion photo history 
to SOG: The Secret Wars of 
America's Commandos in 
Vietnam, It was compiled from the 
personal collections of SOG men 
themselves. It contains 700 photos 

- most never seen or published before. See for yourself 
what SOG was all about. 8 1 /2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus., 496 pp. #SOG.P $79.95 

THE FIGHTING 
TOMAHAWK 
An Illustrated Guide to 
Using the Tomahawk and 
Long Knife as Weapons 
by Dwight C. Mclemore 
The low-tech, high
impact tomahawk has 

been carried in every American war, including Vietnam, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Here the author traces the origins of 
the tomahawk and uses his dynamic drawings to show how 
it can be utilized singly or with the long knife in both offen
sive and defensive encounters. Includes lighting scenarios. 
throwing lessons and applications of the war club, as well. 
11 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus .. 296 pp. #HAWK $39.95 

THE QUICK AND DIRTY 
GUIDE TO LEARNING 
LANGUAGES FAST 



BY .JAMES H. WARNER, Esi::y. 

A VIET-VET POW SPEAKS OUT: 

"Information Obtained Under Duress Cannot Be Trusted 
I Have Lied To Interrogators" 

T
he photographs we have seen 
showing the mistreatment of 
Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib 

prison indicate that the Army has seri
ous problems. The photographs, and 
the subsequent investigations, indicate 
(1) the Army has a discipline problem 
that may be widespread, and (2) some 
top brass have made some very serious 
errors in judgment. Although the pho
tos have brought about a drastic change 
in policy toward prisoners, the investi
gation fell short. The discipline prob
lem that led to the photos, and the mis
treatment of prisoners , has not been 
addressed. 

I don't make these judgments as an 
armchair observer, nor are they based 
upon abstract theory. I was a Marine 
officer flying F-4's in Vietnam. I was the 
squadron's avionics officer and ground 
defense platoon leader, with llO enlist
ed men under my command. I was also 
shot down over North Vietnam, cap
tured, and held as a prisoner of war for 
five and one-half years. What I have to 
say is based upon experience. 

First, the fact that the photographs 
were taken is evidence of a lack of dis
cipline. If cameras were not forbidden , 
then the chain of command was lax. If 
they were forbidden, then the troops 
disobeyed orders with impunity. When 
you see a lack a discipline , the prudent 

officer will assume that this may be the 
tip of an iceberg. Sure enough, the 
report of Major General Antonio 
Taguba confirms this. Apparently, the 
whole of the 800th Military Police 
Brigade had severe discipline problems 
that were never corrected. Instead, the 
former commander of the Brigade, 
Brig. Gen. Janis Karpinski, told AP the 
"(w)e were stretched thin and (head
quarters) continued to assign us more 
missions far outside our capabilities." 
As I cadet I was taught that it is wrong, 
at all times and in all places, for an offi
cer to make excuses. This is further 
evidence of lax discipline. In addition, 
for those general officers who did not 
learn this in Command and Staff 
College, in wartime you frequently do 
not have the resources you want; 
Instead, you must accomplish your 
mission with the resources you have. 
In any case, lack of resources does not 
excuse lax discipline. 

War is brutal business. It excites 
strong passions. If the warrior is not 
restrained by discipline , he will 
unleash those passions inappropriately 
and harm those whom he should not 
harm. This is the reason we send young 
men to boot camp. The recruit is sub
jected to discipline because we want 

Continued on page 81 
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And, It Has a View, Too!! 

I was reading the latest issue of your magazine when I 
noticed a picture of a couple of my buddies loading some 
PUCs onto a Chinook, which had partially landed on a build
ing. In the caption the building was labeled an outhouse, but 
my squad secured it and lived there for two clays. It was actu
ally the best building we have slept in since we arrived in
country! Just thought I would clear that up. 

SPC Justin Kerns 
2/22nd INF 

We referred to the building as an OLtthouse only to illustrate 
its size for the purpose of a helipad, where the Chinooh dwa1fed 
it in comparison, and what a cracherjack flier the chopper jock 
was to set his chopper's tail on it. In any case, we're glad you got 
to use it, even for a couple days, as a residence with a view. Most 
genuine "outhouses" our guys saw in Afghanistan over the 
years were simply a semi-private rocli or bush. Stay saf e, GI! 

25 Monster Masher 
Just finished reading May 2004, great job, keep up the 

good work. On page 38, article "Chariots of Firepower" 
part 5, they mention a 25mm gun that takes out Russian T-
72. Can you explain how this small 25mm cannon can take 
out a tank. I believe it - I just did not realize a 25mm 
could do it. Appreciate this very much. If you can, if you 
can't, that's OK too. Keep up the good work. 

Carl Aven 

The ability of the Bradley's 25mm to punch through armor 
is predicated on it's DU round, which because of its very high 
density can concentrate a great dea I of energy on the target in 
a one-inch circle - because of its mass, it's like hitting with a 

LETTERS To S OF 

Doing The Right Thing: Always Works! 
l guess you never thought you'd get an Arab/Muslim 

American soldier writing in to you but just wanted to say I 
really enjoyed your piece on Civil Affairs in Iraq (Hearts and 
Minds in Iraq - June 2004). As a Civil Affairs Reservist just 
back from Baghdad I can really say l'm proud of how the vast 
majority of fellow soldiers treated innocent Iraqi's and "took 
care" of the scum. That incident with the flag in Sadr City cost 
us a lot of support (and one aviator lost his wings), but it goes 
to show how everyone of us from Civil Affairs to the 11 Bravo 
patrolling the streets need to always do the right thing, "The 
American thing," to not just win the war, but win the peace. 

Thanks Guys ... 

Omar Masry 
Civil Affairs, U.S. Army Reserves 
www.omarmasry.net 

Eloqttently spoken and spot on! Thanks for writing. 

Rhodes Scholar 
Your Apr 04 issue, page 20 "QM2" fact-file says, "17 decks 

make her taller than the Statue of Liberty or the Colossus in 
Rome ... " Uh, the Colossus - one of the 'Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World' was a large statue located at the Isle of 
Rhodes - great article otherwise, though. 

Keith 

Yo u're right, of course. That humongous statue of Apollo was 
the root for our English word "colossal." 

steel penetrator several times the length. When the annor on 
a T-72 is breached, there typically is a catastrophic hull fail
ure when its basic load goes up and the turret blows off Once, 
on a demilitarization mission, Johnson's crew shot a T-72 in 
the front, and the round exited the rear. 
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MEET THE BOYS FROM R&D 
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Rally 'Round The Flag, Boys 
Thank you for printing that well-written article regarding 

Kerry and what he helped do to us all when he came home 
from 'nam. 

lt appears permits have been issued to allow us to gather 
in DC 12 Sept 04, 1400-1600 hrs at the west side of the 
Capital Building. We will take this opportunity to refute 
Kerry's secondhand, unsubstantiated allegations he made 
part of the Congressional and public Records. 

John Kerry did not start all those lies, but with the very 
real credibility of a Nam vet, well decorated, and an officer, 
carried to the American people, he finished the job on us all. 

Another group of Nam vets is trying to organize marches 
nationwide for the summer. If you check on the net, you'll 
find the Nam vet websites angry at Kerry for his words and 
deeds are growing almost daily. 

It's our turn to speak out and achieve a common goal, 
clearing our names as a group. We can do this if we speak for 
ourselves and ask that the truth be shared with America. 

E.F.Watson 
REMF 69-70 

See yott there. For Viet Vet sites we lmow of, see "Bulletin 
Board" column. 

Cheap Guns, Cheap Shots 
Is John Farnham [sic] a complete [sic] ignorant writer, or 

what? LetJolm know that my Makarov has over 20 cases, yes 
CASES, of ammo through it. The bore is still in great shape, 
and the little pistol does NOT fail. And he says the 7.62 

Cheap Guns, Good Guns, 
And Blades 

-·-----·- ______ ,_., __ _ 

lliitil 

Tokerov [sic] is underpow
ered?!?!? Does he realize that 
a CZ52 [sic] chambered in the 
Tok caliber will defeat his bal
listic vest? He's just a moron, 
and he's lost my respect as an 
informed gun writer. 

(Unsigned) [of course] 

I ;:::;,?,.EE:..!E.~::; - _::-=:::: Several points: Farnam did 

:[~!iii ~~;:~Ji'~~~~:;~?~:;:: 
-·~·-· · _ _:-_ ::::::.::;; _ _; Midwest, and quoted in 

Famam'.s column. If you have a 
Malwrov that shoots every time, hang on to it: not all Maharov'.s 
are created equal, we've seen some that looh lihe they were made 
in the darh, and functioned accordingly. The Russian pistol you 
ref er to is the Toharev, chambered for their version of the 
7.63x25 M1896 round. Tolls also vaiy widely in quality, depend
ing on who made them and when, from acceptable to atrocious. 
Some, such as the 9x19 "Tohegypts" made in Hungaiy for 
export, were to an acceptable commercial standard. The Czech 
Vz 52 is well designed and very strong, which allowed the 
Czechs to compensate for the inherent wealmess of the round by 
loading it very hot. It is the only production pistol tlwt can safe
ly shoot these hot loads: decrepit Tolis and broomhandle Mausers 
can't handle it. The Czech loading of the 7.63x25 may penetrate 
some vests; so will the 5.45x18 Soviet, but neither do compara
bly much damage after they do. However, none of the three pis-

tols above common to the 7.63x25 round have suitable ergonom
ics for a defensive handgun. 

Some points regards calling a gentleman an ignorant moron: 
• first get the right man 
• then spell his name r ight 
• next, spell the names of the guns on which you 

disagree right 
• then, get the correct model numbers for the guns on 

which you want to pontificate 
• then, practice, practice, practice - in front of a mirror -

saying "ignorant moron" 

What's It Worth? 
I read witl1 interest, as always, John Farnam's column. As 

I read, several things come to mind. First I have never owned 
a firearm from Hi-Point, but not everyone can afford a top-of
the-line handgun. Does this mean entry-level shooters should 
stay away from the range? I wonder if the instructor referred 
to would consider my Llama Max-I .45 junk. This weapon 
cost about half what a Ruger or SA costs. It serves me well 
when I can make it to the range. 

The other comment I would like to make is on Wolf 
ammo. While it might not be the best choice for competition, 
I have found it to be very satisfactory for recreational shoot
ing. I have gone though many rounds without a problem. 
Also I have shot it along side domestic ammo at twice the 
price and for my purpose see no difference. I don't consider 
myself an expert just a fair shot who likes to go out and rip 
off some rounds at targets, trying to get better. 

Dick Hall 

Our own Gary Paul Johnston has gotten good results fYOm 
Wolf ammo, some others lwve not. Personally, we see an advan
tage to using second-rate ammo for training: You get to practice 
your immediate-action drills. As far as your Llama .45, we'd 
guess the instructor would lihe it fine if it is reliable. Would you 
buy a second-rate pacemaker because it was cheap? If you need 
a defensive fireann, it is no less important. Would you shop for 
an "ent1y-level" pacemaher? For plinhing and informal shoots, 
anything that is fun and safe is suitable. But if you have need of 
a defensive weapon, well, what'.s your hide worth? 

Farnam on the Forum 
Hi, just sending you links to discussion of 
Article: Combat Weaponcraft 
Titled: Cheap Guns, Good Guns, And Blades 
Author: John Farnam [sic] 

Those are internet forum of Makarov owners. 
I have great respect for you magazine, but I pretty sure the 

articles like that one are actually do more harm than good to 
SOF magazine. 

I myself own a Makarov and complitely disagree with the 
author of this article. 
http://www.gunboards.com/forums/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=40169 
http://www.gunboards.com/forums/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=33423J 

Thanks, Yuriy Fuksenko 
Editor's reply continued on page 57 
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Warriors like the U.S. Navy SEALS appreciate 

the tn-hell-and-back-reliabifity of a SIG SAUE~ 

P226. It's their official sidearm and they carry 
it with confidence. We say that with pride. 

At SIGARMS, we appreciate the safrlllces 

1h,ese warriors make to Rreserve our freedom 
For some, ttle sacrifice is thll' ultiQl{lte and 
each I ewes behind a lasting I egacy of free do 
and valor. Some leave behind children who 

knew them sl!JJPIY. as "Dad:' 

The Special Operations Warrior Foundation 
. suppo(.ls the families of Amertcan special 

operations personnel who have lost their 
lives. SIGARMS is offering a limited number 
of specially serialized P226 pistols identical to 
those supplied fo the Navy SEALs. These 

_ .... !9911~ 

llmlted·production P226 .. 9-NAW 

pistols come with a certificate 

of authenf!city and carry a 
special "NSW" serial number. 
They also carry our commitment of 
up to $100,000 !fom the proceeds __ .,.. 

of~ pistols to the W~ior 
Foundation and the families of 
these fallen heroes. 

SIGAAMS worked closely with Special 

Tactical Services to create this unique , 
fundraising program to benefit the Special 
Operations Warrior Foundation. Visit 
sigarrns.com to learn how you can be part 
of SEAL Team SIG. 

SIGARMS promises 
to-hell-and-back 
reliability in every weapon 
we supply the SEALs. 
Every limited-edition NSW pistol you buy 

reminds the families of these special warriors 
they will not be forgotten. 

SI GARMS 

18 Industrial DtiVe, Exeter, NH 03833 
(603)772-2302 www.siganlis.com 



Kerry Posts Records. Sort Of. 
According to the Boston Globe, the Kerry campaign post

ed Vietnam combat records for the month of January 1969 
on the Kerry campaign website as evidence of his combat 
du ty aboard swift boat No. 94 - but the records describe 
action that occurred before Kerry was skipper, according to 
Edward Peck, who was the skipper of the 94 before Kerry 
assumed command. He said combat reports posted by the 
campaign for January 1969 involve action when he was the 
skipper, not Kerry. 

Peck was seriously wounded in fighting that took place on 
29 January 1969, yet on the Kerry website, the report of the 
combat on that day on the 94 boat is posted as occurring dur
ing Kerry's time as skipper. Peck said Kerry replaced him 
after the Jan. 29, 1969, event. "Those are definitely mine," 
Peck said, referring to the combat reports that the Kerry cam
paign posted as representing Kerry's action. "There is no 
doubt about it. " 
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Mike McNaughton stepped on a land mine in Afghanistan, 
Christmas 2002. While visiting wounded, President Bush 
told McNaughton that when he could run a mile, they would 
go on a run together. Good as his word, Bush called periodi
cally to see how he was doing. You probably missed this on 
the evening news, but as the Cherry trees were blooming in 
Washington, McNaughton and W ran that mile. We think for 
the president to take time to say thanks to the wounded, and 
to maintain hope in an individual GI, speaks well of the man. 

I fJ 

I '.J 

Did I ever te ll you I was in Vietnam? I was a war hero 
over there in Vietnam. I carried a gun when I was over there in 
Vie tnam being a war hero. But I don't think regular people need 
guns, because they' re not in Vietnam being war hernes like I was ! 
when I Wf'IS in Vie tnam. I don1t need a gun now because r m not ! 
in Vietnam anymore being a war hero, bt.tt I was onc:e. In Vietnam ~ 

I once p ulled a gu y ou t of a river · oh sorry, Ted. 

Blackwater Memorial Fund 
"Coalition forces and civilian contractors and administra

tors work side by side every day with the Iraqi people to pro
vide essential goods and services like food, water, electricity 
and vital security to Iraqi citizens and coalition members. 
Our tasks are dangerous and while we feel sadness for our 
fallen comrades, we also feel pride and satisfaction that we 
are making a difference for the people of Iraq .. . " noted a 
release from Blackwater, announcing the establishment of a 
memorial fund to benefit surviving families of the food-con
voy security team slain in the Fallujah attack last March 31st. 

Checks and money orders may be send to: Memorial 
Fund, Dept. SOF, P. O. Box 159, Moyock, NC 27958. 

The Vote Is In ... 
A straw poll taken by www.wintersoldier.com asked: 

"should a man who falsely accused American troops of atroc
ities serve as Commander-in-Chief?" The results were: 

Sure: 178 (2.17%) 
No: 798 (9.72%) 
Hell, No: 7,232 (88. 11 %) 
Interesting as this is, the only vote that will count is com

ing in November. Are you registered yet? Are you campaign
ing for your candidate? 

The Other Religion Of Peace 
The body of a police special forces officer who died when 

cornered Islamic terrorists blew themselves up in Madrid has 
been taken from its grave, mutilated and burned, according 
to the Telegraph. 

The coffin and body of Special Agent Francisco Javier 
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fBUllElrDNJ BOARD -
Torronteras were pulled from the tomb in Madrid Sur ceme
tery in Carabanchel and pushed 1,000 yards in a wheelbar
row before being doused with gasoline and set on fire. 

The body was found with a pick driven into its head and 
a spade dug into its chest. 

Although no motive was immediately apparent, police 
speculated that it could be the work of sympathizers of 
the Moroccan terrorist group that carried out the train 
bomb attacks in the Spanish capital on March 11, killing 
192 people and injuring 1,900. The interior ministry said 
the act of desecration could have been part of "an Islamic 
rite of revenge." 

Agent Torronteras was killed leading a Special Operations 
Group team to dislodge terrorists suspected of the Madrid 
massacre. The seven terrorists blew themselves up in an 
apartment in the Madrid suburb of Leganes as cops moved 
in, injuring 11 other policemen. At least three had been 
accused of the railway bombings. 

Enlistments Up! 
Halfway through the Army's fiscal year, 28,406 soldiers 

had re-upped, exceeding the goal of 28,377: The goal for the 
year is 56,100 soldiers by the end of September. The Marine 
Corps reports that they had already re-enlisted some 90% of 
their goal; the USAF and Navy as well are ahead of goals set 
for re-enlistment of airmen and sailors. The only Anny unit 
that missed its goals, by roughly a hundred men, was the 
82nd Airborne, which has spent a lot of time in Afghanistan 
and Iraq since 9-11. 

Candidate Kerry On The Web 
Londoners may have Hyde Park, but the rest of the 

world has the Web. And 'Mericans also have the First 
Amendment, so if the Fourth Estate doesn't serve their 
interests they go to the web and sort it out themselves. 
Here, in no particular order, is our latest collection of Anti
Kerry web sites, with the latest additions listed first. None 
of these are sponsored by nor vetted by SOF, but they will 
no doubt all be of interest to SOF readers. 

www.viet-myths.net 
www.ketTylled.com 
www.vikingphoenix.com/e2004/vietnamvets
againstkerry.hbn 
www.swlftvets.com 
www.wintersoldier.com 
www.ron-slddell.com 
www.greenberet.net/Kerry/index.hbnl 
www.vnsfvetakerry.com 
www.nojohnbkerry.org 
www.KerryOvotes.com 
www.senatorflipflop.com 
www.powmiafamlliesagainsstjohnkerry.com 
www.johnfnkerry.com 
www.dlrtykerry.com 
www.vietnamveteransagainstjohnkerry.com 

Old Soldiers Never Die 

A recent reenactment at Ft. Ricaso/i, Malta, featured this 
restored British howitzer on a reproduction carriage. If still 
works fine. Its mate is now installed in the capital city as a 
noon gun. Uniforms are of a Maltese artillery regiment 
when under British rule in the late 1800s. 

A Bundeswehr Of Two? 
The German Army has decided to lift its traditional ban 

on sexual activity in the barracks. As written, current regs 
outlawed all sex on German military bases, which precluded 
married couples living on base. The new regs would allow 
troops to have "partnership relationships within military 
facilities" and couples to live on base. In 2000, the 
Bundeswehr lifted a long-standing ban on homosexuality. 

www.kerrymyths.edcnet.com 
www.kerryquotes.com/index.hbnl 
www.kerrysucks2004.com 
www.notokerry.com 
www.vetsagalnstkerry.org 
www.hanoiJohnkerry.com 
www.lmnotfondakerry.com 
www.geocities.com/michaelkansas2003/jkiw/ 
www.johnfkerrysucks.com 
www.iraqi-freedom.com/kerrysucks.hbnl 
www.nokerry.net 
www.socialistkerry.com Y< 
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-COMPA T 
ACCURACY, RELIABILITY- NO COMPROMISE 

HK Safety Trigger 
System 

Looking for a compact pistol that 
continues to meet the requirements 

of military and law enforcement 
personnel arou nd the world? Meet the 

Heckler & Koch® P2000 ,.M compact 
pistol available in 9mm and 40 S&W. 

Built on a corrosion-proof, fi ber- reinforced frame, it 
fea tures a patented pre-cocked internal hammer system -
combini ng the advantages of a constant level of trigger pull 
with a sh01t trigger travel for every round fired. This unique system offers the cri sp trigger pull of a single 
action with the rock solid reliabili ty of a double acti on pistol. 

Features include an innovative trigger guard des ign, that perfectl y guides your fi nger to 
the trigger or the ambidextrous magazine release. 

Standard, interchangeable grips assure perfec t fit and fas t on target acquisition. 
Accessory moLm ting rail s make your HK pisto l ready to take on 
any situation with - No Compromise! 

Heckler & Koch Inc. 
21480 PAC IFI C BOULEVA RD • STERLING, VIR GINA 20166 USA 

www. hk·usa .com 







<JJ 
:0 
0 
u 
@ 

THE 
FINI SHING 

SCH OOL 

• 
BUD/S school is just the first 
stop for a Navy SEAL. After grad
uation, he goes to SOT school, 
where he learns all the ins and 
out of how to fight like a SEAL. 
Here's an unprecedented look at 
the whole process. B!W photos. 
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covered , with real auction prices 
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FARNAM'S GUNSLINGER DIARY + BY ~DHN FARNAM 

One-Shot Stops. . . Not! 
Police Shooting: 

"The incident began with a report of a disabled vehicle on 
the bypass early in the morning last week. Complainants said 
they stopped to help the driver, but he refused to roll clown his 
window and told them to 'get lost.' They did, and called police. 

When our first two officers arrived, they attempted to 
make contact with the driver. They were unsuccessful, and 
eventually broke out the passenger side window. The driver 
sprayed the nearest officer with OC. The officer was imme
diately incapacitated. 

"The suspect then got out of his car with the can of OC 
in one hand and a knife in the other and aggressively con
fronted the second officer, who had just been joined by his 
sergeant. The suspect then fled across the highway. A chain
link fence prevented his escape. Here the standoff began. 

"A hostage negotiator arrived, along with a deputy armed 
with a 'bean bag' shotgun. After two hours of pointless nego
tiation, we cleciclecl we had to do something else. We threw a 
flash-bang at the suspect's feet. It had no effect. We then shot 
him in the thigh four times with bean-bags. His response was 
to charge our officers, knife still in his hand. 

"Two of our guys began firing (S&W Sigmas, .40S&W). 
Our guys all know the ' 21-foot' rule. The suspect received a 
total of four bullet wounds, one to his right thigh, one center 
abdomen, one to his right pinkie finger, and one on the chin. 
The thigh shot went through and through. No bone or artery 
hit. The abdominal hit did not pass through any major 
organs, just intestines. No exit. 

"The chin shot was the final one: It put the suspect clown. 
The bullet entered on the point of the chin and traveled around 
the contour of the Lower mandible, exiting on the side of his 
face. The suspect lay motionless for several minutes. Just after 
fire cleparunent folks examined him and pronounced him 
'dead,' he sat up! He had merely been knocked out. He was then 
arrested without further incident. He is now in 'serious but sta
ble condition' at our local hospital. Our guys are all okay" 

Lesson: Pistols are not reliable fight stoppers. Even what we 
describe as "solid hits" are often ineffective. We must be fully 
prepared to shoot with surgical accuracy more times than we 
thinh could possibly be necessary, if we expect to live through a 
fight. And, most importantly, we must never relax too soon! 

Dog Attack: 
"A colleague suffered a serious dog attack last week. Marv 

was a member of a bond-enforcement team (bounty hunters) 
attempting to arrest a local bail jumper. He and two metro 
police officers went to the back of the house where the bail 

jumper was living, to cut off escape routes, while the rest of 
the team went to the front door. As he moved around the 
house to the rear, the suspect opened the back door and 
released a large pit bull. The dog immediately charged 
across the back porch and, without hesitation, leapt directly 
at Marv's throat! 

"The dog sn·uck Marv's raised left arm, fell to the ground, 
bounced back up, and, once more, lunged at Marv's throat. 
Marv punched the dog in the head, knocking it back to the 
ground. Marv punched him clown several more times, as he 
moved backward. Finally, the dog settled for a less advanta
geous line of attack and firmly attached his jaws to Marv's 
right shin. Marv finally drew his SIG220 (230gr Speer Gold 
Dot), and shot the dog in the neck and shoulders four times 
in rapid succession. The dog let go, backed off, and then 
came at Marv again! Marv, using his sights, immediately 
fired two more shots, this time into the head of the charging 
animal. The dog, struck in the head and face by both rounds, 
staggered and fell, DRT. 

"All six of Marv's rounds found their mark. Five bullets 
stopped, fully expanded, in the dog. One, fully expanded, 
went through and through. The one that went through and 
through, exited (mostly spent) and then struck Marv's right 
Leg just above the in the ankle. Marv's wound was not seri
ous but did require surgery. 

"Metro officers who witnessed the event were amazed at 
the speed of Marv's reaction. The first four rounds were fired 
so fast, witnesses all thought there were only two!" 

Lesson: Most dog attachs end only when there is a fatality, 
yours or the dog's! It is no time for half measures. When tan
gled up with a dog, it is not hard to imagine getting a body part 
on line with a potential bullet exit point. No matter what hap
pens, you have to heep fighting. As my friend and f ellow 
i11struct01~ Keith Jones, is fond of saying, "Pistol fights resemble 
fist fights much more than they do tactical, nuclear attachs!" 
When shooting a pistol in an emergency we must: 

1) Distract our enemy's Jams 
2) Disrupt his plan 
3) Disable his body 
4) Destroy his will to fight 

In the case of a pit bull, point four is accomplished only with 
the death of the animal. This isn't Disneyland! 

Author of The Farnam Method of Defensive Handgunning 
and one of the count1y's preeminent firearms instructors, John 
Farnam may be reached atJSFarman@aol.com ~ 
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, ,"Al- ·Qaeda Ambush Ahead!" "What? Nonsense! Drive On." 

Last month we left Mclnemey's Nalional Guard Special 
Forces A-team in a furious firefight with a combined al
Qaeda/Taliban force. The team's collective posterior was 
saved by some killer hand-held mortar worh by their W E 

were regrouping and resting when all of 
a sudden we came under fire from fif
teen prepared positions 600m to our 
right flank. The al-Qaeda/Taliban forces 
were established on another bit of high 

ground to our flank. The high ground provided clear fields 
of fire and was going to be a bitch to try to take away with a 
frontal or flank assault. 



At this time we had been climbing, fighting, and firing for 
over six hours and needed to get an assault under way before 
we lost daylight. Our TACP, the Air Force Support Controller, 
called in a pair of AH-64s to strafe the enemy on the ridge
line with rockets and guns. The pilots circled over the hilltop 
and advised that they couldn't positively identify any bad 
guys with weapons! 

I came up on their radio freq and told them to open fire 
or get the hell out of there. Who did they think was firing 
at us , and had us pinned down? My TACP advised that he 
had two A-lOs inbound and what did I want to do with 
them. I told the AH-64s to clear out of my area while the Air 

A U G U ST-B004 ~ SOLDIER @F FORTUNE . 

Force A-lOs made a bomb run . 
The A-lOs dropped 500lb bombs all along the ridgehne 

and came back for a couple of gun runs. It was an awe
some sight! God Bless the US Air Force! We radioed back 
for more Afghan reinforcements, so we could take the 
ridgeline while they were still trying to sort themselves 
out. One of my guys radioed that a sniper had just shot 
one of our newest guys while he was sitting in my vehicle 
monitoring the SATCOM. 

Since we only had one 18D (SF Medic) , who just so 
happened to be up on the hill with me, I decided it 
would be best to pull off of the hill and get our medic 



g DAY FOUR: ea Aug 2003 
The VaUey Of Death 
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,'',,," .. 

back to our wounded man. 

ttut 
(10·15) 

~8~1:~~~=~"&~M 
conUnues lo move ?orwaid to roadblock; 
then tums around and exits the valley. 

All was quiet as we descended to the valley floor. We 
made good time until we started walking across the open 
ground of the valley floor. Then all hell opened up, and 
every asshole on the ridgeline opened fire ; it was an unbe
lievable volume of fire. Rounds impacted all around us, 
some within one meter or less. Thank God that they were 
over 600m away because it wasn't very accurate, but there 
was a hell of a lot of it! 

We were so tired that we just continued to trudge through 

it. You didn't react until a round impacted within a meter of 
you, and then you changed your course or just sped up. We 
safely got everyone to our wounded man and our medic took 
care of him. The bullet had passed through the window and 
into his shoulder, just above his body armor, and then into 
the seat backing. The bullet hadn't struck any bones so he 
was in pretty good shape. We called in for a Medevac and 
another windshield. 

The Medevac was on station within forty minutes and the 
only thing Noah wanted to take with him was his 
Copenhagen! During this entire ordeal our air support con
tinued to bomb the baddies on the high ground. 

As the Medevac left, the sun was setting. Our Afghans 
had run low on ammo and wanted to get out of the valley. I 
was in agreement with their assessment, and wanted to get 
out of there before the other guys closed off our way out of 
the valley, and started attacking from other directions. 

I radioed higher and was told to hold our ground and that 
two more SF teams were being heloed in with ammo, food 
and water. So we stayed in place and set up a Landing Zone 
for our inbound brothers-in-arms. They arrived around 0200 
with more goodies. I conferred with the other two team lead
ers, and came up with a plan of action for the next day's activ
ities. After my guys put the other SF guys into positions on 
the perimeter we pulled back and tried to get some rest. The 
time is 0430 . .. and another day comes to an end. 

From left, Chuck, Chief, Bill, Mike, and Scott. Out patrolling an 
area where a SEAL had been killed two weeks previously. 
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Some of the AMF (Afghan Militia Force) after our first day of battle 
... notice the lack of shoes and gear (battle rattle). 

Totals for the day: Enemy - 15-20 KIA, WIA 15 , 
Friendly - 1 WIA. 

Mareh, Deh Chopan District, Afghanistan - 27 Aug 2003 
We got up at 0530, first light, and began moving in three 

columns to flank yesterdays battle ground and take the high 
ground. It took three hours to climb to the peak and patrol 
forward around and over positions the baddies held the day 
before. We found numerous body parts, shoes, and destroyed 
weapons on the ridgeline, but no bodies. The ACM are good 
at removing bodies. 

We spent the day sweeping through nearby villages, aban
doned by the locals. There were blood trails and donkey 
hoof prints leading to one town. The 

The author, Bill, and Mike meeting with the AMF General to orga
nize our plans to take the fight to the Taliban. 

me and said, "That sounds pretty matter of fact , and you 
don't seem too disturbed by it." 

"No big deal, we've been fighting these guys for two days 
and my guys can handle it." We worked out our plan for the 
next day and I hit the sack under another starry Afghan night. 

River Valley, North of Deh Chopan, Afghanistan - 28 Aug 
2003: 

Just as the sun rose we drove into the valley with half of 
our Afghans in the lead followed by our team, then the other 
half of the AMF, followed by the other team. We slowly 
patrolled forward about a ldlometer into the valley when the 
Afghans in front of my vehicle stopped and dismounted. 

Since we were stopped I figured I 
locals in the town told us that Al
Quaeda and Taliban had come through 
the night before and took all of the don
keys and young men to remove the bod
ies from the battlefield. 

RPGs and AK rounds 
might as well get out and use the facili
ties. When you get a case of the '"Ghan 
Grunge" you just gotta go when ya 
gotta go! So I set off for the nearest bit 
of cover, a grove of trees across an open 
area to our flank. Just as I got my 
fatigue pants down around my ankles 
and into position to empty whatever 

They also advised that they saw fif
teen or twenty wounded loaded on don
keys. When asked about the dead , they 
told us they didn't see any. We spent 
the rest of the day looking for where 

are Dying over and around our 
vehicles, one AK round smacks 

into the SATCDM antennae 
right next lo Bill's head, giving 

him the shock of his life. 

the bad guys hid the bodies, with no luck. 
We returned with our Afghans to Deh Chopan, to rest and 

relax and plan our next mission. That night another team 
from our company arrived. We received an order from our 
higher that we are to move mounted to our north, to relieve 
another team in the vicinity of Cinaran. 

I discussed this with the AMF General who told me his 
local scouts said the road was blocked, and that the ACM had 
set up an ambush on both sides of the valley the road ran 
through. We passed this information on to higher and request
ed helos to pick us up , and that we air assault the location. 

Higher headquarters advised us that airborne Predators 
reported no such ambush, and to continue on with our mis
sion, to drive our vehicles up the river valley. The other 
team leader looked at me and said, "So how do you think 
this will go down?" 

"Well, my team will take the lead. We'll drive into the val
ley about a kilometer, the bad guys will open up with every
thing they've got. We'll return fire and knock them off the 
ridgelines, then continue on with the mission." He looked at 

was trying to get out, all hell broke 
loose, and the baddies opened up with 

a barrage of RPGs and small arms fire. 
I am now in bad situation . . . pants around my ankles, 

rounds passing by my head, and I have 25 meters of open 
ground to cover to get to my vehicle. So I decide to finish my 
business, I don't want to get shot, and then be taken to the 
hospital after literally crapping my pants ... it wouldn't look 
good for an SF soldier. 

With a shaking hand I quickly use my baby wipes, while 
branches and leaves continue to rain down on my head 
from the incoming rounds. And all I can think of is "Please 
God, don't let me be shot in the ass with my pants down! " 
I finish in record time and grab my pants ~nd pull them up 
without securing them and run like Forest Gump across 
the open ground to my vehicle. 

During my entire run across the open ground all I heard 
over the gun fire was the laughter of my team, as they 
watched me high step it with both hands holding my pants! 
I would have shot them, just to keep them quiet when we 

Continued on page 72 
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"Picture Two People, Locked In Mortal Combat, 
One Strangling The Other. Now, Imagine Yoursetf 
In This Scene And Tell Me ... What Would You Dor' 

(Hint: Whatever Your Answer, The Odds Are ... It's Wrong!" 

K 
ick bim in the groin." "St:rike the arms or 
punch the solar plexu s." "Grab the hands." 
"Stomp on his instep" 

The list is always the same. 
Unfo1tunately ... each answer puts your li fe at risk 

in the face of a life-or-death assault. 

Why? Because invariably when Tim Larkin asks 
students this question at his Target-Focus"' Tmining 
(TFT) bootcamps ... 

No One - Not Even Trained 
Martial Artists - Sees Themselves 
As The One Doing The Choking!! 

They 're always the one being choked. 

But think about it ... couldn ' t this have been the 
scenario? 

You are sw71rised by two attackers. You've 
completely disabled the first and now have 
control of the second and are about to put 
him totally out of co111111issio11 ... 

Possible? Of course. It's just that no one sees it 
tbis way. It's human nature. We shy from victory, from 
domination. It's the way most of us are built ... unless 
you're a criminal.. 

Here's the problem: A thug comes up, places a 
knife to your throat and demands your wallet. Taking 
him at his word you g ive him the wallet. He then 
proceeds to stab you repeatedly leaving you in a pool 
of your own blood, astonished you've been stabbed. 

What went wrong? Just this. You ASSUMED he 
only wanted the wallet. After all, why would anyone 
stab someone over a few measly bucks? YOU certainly 
wouldn't do that if you were robbing someone. 

And that IS. the problem. With thinking like that. .. 

You've Just Transferred Your Own 
Moral Code To A Sociopathic Killer ... 

And With It, Quite Possibly, Your Life. 
See, nothing bothers him. Certainly not your 

morals. With a tota l d isregard for society and it 's 
rules, he has no regret whatsoever in cramming a 
blade into your gut ... to get what he wants. 

You stroll around thinking 15 years of martia l arts 
training or that 6-week self-defense course or some 
reality fighting video g ives you the edge you need 
against someone like this. Wake up! 

You are hopelessly training techniques (then 
prayi ng they work) aga inst someone who isn't 
"training" for you. How many criminals in federa l pens 
spent years sweating through JKD workouts before 
committing their crime? How many are Jujitsu experts? 

Not a one! They excel at j ust one thing: do in' it. No 
training, no practice, no techniques. And ce1tainly no 
' rules'. So why squander years fooling yourself with 
something that only works "if eve1yone plays by the rules"? 

T hese are the facts: 98% of us caught in an 
unavoidable violent attack (even those with years of 
training), would never consider doing "whatever it 
takes" to survive - like gouging our attacker's eyes 
- even if they were the only targets available, and ... 
even if it was the only means of saving our own life ! 

Larkin trains you from the get-go how to ki ll, if 
necessary, to survive a li fe-or-death confrontation. 

He doesn't ad vocate violence. TFT just de
mystifies it. He's often quoted ... 

"Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 
But When It Is ... It's The Only Answer." 

Look ... others in Soldier of Fo1tune try to impress 

you with how bad they are; 
their accomplishments in the 
"secret world" you aren 't 
privy to; their guru status. 

TFT isn' t about that. It's 
not about an individual, a 
personality ... or a guru. 

It's about a system ... one 
that 's focused totally on vou! 

No bones a bout it: 
Larkin 's record is impressive. 
He trains units from all the top 
eche lons of federal law 

Tim Larkin. creator of enforcement and mil itary 
Target-Focus Training special operations groups. lt's 

not surprising since he comes from that world and is 
well known there. But everyone in Seldier of Fortune 
tries to claim this so you' ll rarely hear him talk about it. 

He's an awesome communicator and trainer, and 
is amazingly approachable for someone with hi s 
abilities and credentials. And he 's trained 1,000's of 
CEOs and others in high-risk positions around the 
world - all very real people. 

But why is this so important? Why is TFT being 
sought out in all these other arenas? 

Because it works! Because you "get it'' immediately. 
Not after weeks or months or even years of training ... 
but right now ... as soon as you experience it. And ... 

Not Only ls It Usable ... Instantly ... 
But Just Like Riding A Bicyle 

It Stays With You Forever ... 
Even If You Never Practice It Again! 
Here's why: the key lies in the fact this is the only 

system based tota ll y on the PRINCIPLES (not 
techniques) that determine tbe outcome of any physical 
confrontation. Combine these with three supporting 
methodologies that form the foundation of every 
fighting system on the plaoet and you have a complete 
~ usable by ANYone for handling ANY violent 
confrontation. With this information you can look at 
anything out there .. . including your own training ... and 
know immediately if it's worth keeping. 

"It was rile most effective days of training in 
l111nd-to-luwd aml liaml-to-weapon that I or 
eve1yone else had ever experienced."Brian (last 
name withheld), US Border Patrol, S Carolina 

Last year Larkin trai11ed over 600 CEO's in Europe. 
This year he'll spend 57 consecutive days training 
others in England, the Far East and Asia, and IJ1dia. 
These fo lks are ea ting his s tuff up because TFT 
principles and methodology are as effective in the 
'combative' world of business as they are in a truly 
lethal fight, and for the exact same reason ... RESULTS. 

T hink about this: If these people can get this much 
from his material, imagine how much more vou can 
learn .. . a dedicated reader of Soldier ofFortune magazine 
who is really into finding and applying a system that is 
quickly learned and deadly effective. If all these folks 
are seeking him out, shouldn' t you be too? 

Look, Larkin is swamped and rea lizes he can't 
begin to reach everyone. While he'd love to have you 
as a member of his organization and to take part in bis 
live training, he realistically understands few will be 
able to do this. Bootcamps run $ 1,500.00, international 
events start at $9,500.00, and personal training for 
small 2- to 4-person sessions is$ I 0,000.00 and more. 

That's why, in a daring move with potentially serious 
ramifications, he's released a new WEAPONS-focused 

version of his TFT system that '--------.a 
shows you how to defeat a v iolent crimina l in a 
WORSE-than-worst-case scenario. After seeing his 
program ... a life-or-death confrontation in a dark alley 
is a piece of cake. 

Not only does this new series take you inside the 
criminal mind, it goes way beyond ... showing you how 
and why you must first learn to USE a weapon ... if 
you ever hope to defeat a criminal using it against you! 
Highly unconventional and extremely controversial it 
teaches you how to get your focus off the weapon .. 
and onto defeating the REAL threat. 

Some foolishly feel this stuff is too vio lent, totally 
ignorant of the fact you don' t a lways have to push it to 
the levels shown on these tapes. 

It's Very Easy To Ramp This Down To Fit 
A Lesser Situation But It's Impossible 

To Ramp Up And Kill Someone If 
You've Never n·ained For It! 

Some will be shocked, d ismayed, offended and 
outraged that anvone would dare show this stuff. 
They'll raise a stink .. . and do everyth ing possible to 
get this yanked. But better you see this on video than 
experience it first-hand on the street! 

Everything you' ll see here is vintage TFT. You learn 
to hurt someone very quickly (every sequence shows 
killing movements right from the start). There's no size, 
speed or quickness required. Anyone can learn this 
because it's based on principles not some guru's skills. 

Guys that have been in the trenches for years are 
blown away by the simple brutality and effectiveness 
of thi s sys tem and the compe tence of Larkin's 
instructors, including their knowledge of anatomy and 
how to inflict trauma on the human body. 

Each averages I 0 years of training and surprisingly 
most aren ' t 'jocks'. Many have advanced degrees; 
fi ve hold PhD's1 His advisory board includes two 
medical doctors who assure everything you see about 
inflicting trauma on the human body is tota lly accurate. 

"With this system: 1) You will leam what Larkin 
savs 11011 will team , and 2) Tile course is exactlv 
as advertised - intense, targeted, focused !mining 
designed to produce immediate results." Mark D. 
Fabiani, C risis Mgt Consultant, La Jolla, CA 

Let's cut to the chase: this program is extremely 
controversial and NOT for everyone. lf you'd never 
consider ki lling somone threatening your li fe or if 
you' re hoping to see lots of useless predeterm ined 
techniques or cool setup moves - you can stop reading 
here. This is QJJJx for those who want to learn to defeat 
a criminal in a life-or-death situation. 

Listen. I understand you may find this hard to believe. 
That's how [ felt too until l saw the videos. Unfortunately 
there's not room here to adequately describe the shocking 
realitv of what Larkin has created for vou. That's why 
he's not asking for a penny of your money now. Lnstead 
he'll spend his own cash to put a 17-page Special Report 
into your hands that will prove everything you've just read 
and explain why this program is so DI FFERENT from 
anything you've seen before. 

All you need to do to get his FREE report is pick up the 
phone and call 888-811-9347. There's a short message 
and then you can leave your name and address so the report 
can be mailed to you. It's voicemail so you can call 24-
hours a dav 7 davs a week and no one will hassel you. 

Don' t fool around and miss this opportunity. It 
doesn't cost you a thing. Ca ll now or go on-line at 
www.targetfocusweapons.com. 

C 2004 Hurley and Withington . s 



T HE 
5th of December 2001 was one of the 
few real bad days for U.S. Special 
Forces in Afghanistan. It was that 
morning when the Air Force tactical 
air control officer, attached to SF HQ 

staff, called up the wrong coordinates and placed a 
2,000-pound high-explosive bomb on their 
heads. There were multiple killed, multiple 
wounded, SF and Afghan. The TAO had recent
ly joined ODA 574 and its Karshi-led militia , 
which was then in a static position on their 
march toward Kandahar just 20 miles to 
the south. 

Navy Captain (0-6) Steve Temerlin, 
M.D., the senior ranking physician for 
the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU), established at Camp Rhino, got a go order 
about the time the SOC team from Pakistan was on 
the scene and found they had too many casualties to 
fit in their aircraft. 

just minutes before Temerlin's two CH-53s were 
about to take off, a C-130 landed at Rhino with an 
Army field trauma team, and the surgeon in charge 
sought out Temerlin for advice about where to 

1«»iiif1,-;,u establish their temporary triage. "I told them they 

28 

should set up in the back of the C-130 so they could 
fly any patients out of there faster." An 18D Green 
Beret medic had arrived on the C-130, and he now 
climbed aboard Temerlin's helicopter. "He told me 
that one of the casualties was his best friend," 
Temerlin says, "and that he was coming with us to 
take over the unit that was hit." 

Temerlin's two choppers headed to the scene, 
and aboard with him were a corpsman, three SEAL 
corpsmen and the SF medic. "When we got there," 
Temerlin says, "the Army SF guy disappeared into 
the dust cloud and I never saw him again." It was 
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CAPTAIN STEVE TEMERL IN 
BY PAUL AVALLONE 

Photos courtesy Captain Steve Temerlin M.D, U.S. Navy, and 
Lieutenant Commander John Love, M.D., US Navy 
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about an hour after the SOC birds had come, 
and they had left with all the U.S. casualties 
and the 13 most severely wounded Afghans. 
"There were seven Afghan patients left," 
according to Temerlin, "all with orthopedic 
injuries, except for one elderly man with a 
piece of shrapnel through his skull." 

One of Temerlin's CH-53s was set up with 
litters and supplies, the other was a backup, 
and as Temerlin tells it, "In the confusion 
when we landed, the Afghans loaded the 
patients on the wrong bird. There wasn't time 
to sort out the problem, and I just had to run 
back and get my medical bag in the first helo 
then run back, and I almost got left behind as 
the helicopter took off while I was climbing 
onto the ramp." 

Temerlin's team brought the wounded 

Afghans back to Camp Rhino , where the SOC birds had 
already arrived and had transferred the U.S. wounded to the 
waiting C-130, on which they were flown to an Air Force 
field hospital in Oman. Because Oman had a policy against 
allowing any Afghans on its soil, all the Afghan patients were 
stabilized at Rhino, then flown by CH-53 to the USS Baatan 
and USS Peleliu. Total time from injury to ship was about 14 
hours. Temerlin's 15th MEU was from the Peleliu, so "I know 
what happened there," he says. "The two surgeons worked 
non-stop for the next 36 hours on the Afghan patients. " 

The Golden Hour 
According to Temerlin, from what he saw firsthand and 

heard from those present, the SF medics on the scene had 
provided and directed top-notch immediate, life-saving care 
and "the severely wounded died more or less immediately. 
That is the same thing we saw in Iraq," says Temerlin, "that 
this 'golden hour of trauma,' when there are supposed to be 
many patients who will survive if seen soon enough, didn't 
seem to hold true. The survivors we picked up needed little 
in-flight care, and the dead hadn't lasted anything close to an 
hour. I don't completely understand why," he admits, "but it 
surely contradicts what I have been taught about civilian 
trauma all my life." 

Temerlin has been practicing medicine for more than 20 
years. As a civilian emergency-room doctor in Oregon in the 
1980s, by coincidence he joined the Naval Reserves just prior 
to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and was on his way to 

(above) Afghan victims of the errant 2,000-lb bomb 
are transported by Marine Corps CH-53 helicopter 
from the site of the accident to Camp Rhino, 
Afghanistan, on 5 December 2001. Navy Captain 
Steve Temerlin was the physician of the two-CH-53 
casevac teams that performed the mission. (left) 
Triage at Camp Rhino, Afghanistan, just south of 
Kandahar, after the Afghans were casevaced from the 
accidental U.S. bomb strike on the SF-Afghan posi
tion on 5 December 2001. (below) HM-3 Saucedo 
tends to wounded Iraqi soldiers, transporting them 
via CH-46 casevac helicopter in Iraq in April 2003. 
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Puts functional strength into every fiber of your being ... 

"The # 1 Total Body Fitness Program on the 
Planet - Turns You Into An Unstoppable Butt-Kicking 

Machine ... Damn Near Instantly" 
Follow the Legendary Routine That Simultaneously Catapults Your Strength, Endurance and 

Flexibility to record levels. Feel the results that tens of thousands are raving about worldwide ... 
by Frank Sherrill 

I was the total skeptic. Nor only had I lifted weights for 
years, bur afrer 21 years in rhe martial arrs and several more in 
rhe milirary, I rhoughr I'd seen ir all. So I just didn 't believe 
Man Furey when he said you can ger kick-butt fit wirh body
weioln calisthenics, rhar l figu red I wenc through in boorcam p. 
Besides, I could bench 400 and squat 625. So there's no way I 
was going to fall for a routine thar I figured I already knew. 
Been rhere, done rhat1 

Bur I couldn' t shake this feeling rhar Furey might be rigb r. 
l had read about the Great Gama oflndia, a wrestler who fol
lowed this program and was unbeaten in 5,000 marches. ln 
rerrns of size and strengrh, he was amazing. H e was 5 '7'' and 
260 pounds of streaming steel. And rhat was in the early 
I 900's - long before steroids. 

I had heard that Bruce Lee did the exercises Furey reaches, 
too. And we all know about Lee's incredible ripped, lean, mus
cular look. Not ro mention how lightning fast and fluid he was. 

I had heard that Herschel Walker, a Heisman Trophy 
winner and AU-Pro Running back did 500 pushups and 
situps each day. So that made me think even more. 

And then the final straw was when I started to read all 
the testimonials that Furey had collected from fellow mili
tary (I h ave included several of them in this article). 

And then, of course, rhere is Furey, rh e author of Combat 
Conditioning and the man GRAPPLI NG magazine dubbed 
"The King of Catch Wrestling." Furey has been featured in 
major martial arts magazines around rhe world, has been on the 
cover of several - and is certainly no slouch when ic comes co 
having and using functional strength. He was a world champi
on in Shuai-chiao kung Fu and a national collegiate champion 
wrestler. Something told me he had to be telling che rrurh. 

I figured the only way I would ever know for sure would be 
!Q ~the program and use!!. I told myself thar if what I was 
reading was nothing but marketing hype - I would nor only be 
angry - but I would lee everyone in the world know about it. 

So I bought Furey's Combat Conditioning book and read 
ir. In the book he challenges the readers with a tesr. I 00 Hindu 
squats, followed by 50 Hindu pushups, then a one-minute 
back bridge. 

Figuring this would be easy, I gor started. At 40 H indu 
squats my thighs were bli tzed . Ir rook about 90 seconds; nor 
long compared ro my squat routine ar the gym. 

Nexr, I tried the Hindu pushups. Funny thing is my legs 
were still shaking. I dipped down and pushed back. A t 15 my 
arms were throbbing. This couldn't be. No way. I could bench 
like the.re's no tomorrow and this exercise was nuking me. 
I gave up at 27 reps. T his took about 1.5 minutes, so my work
out had only been 2.5 minutes long. 

Then rhe bridge. After three unsuccessful attempts of ren 
seconds, I gave up. The nexr day my legs, chest and arms were 
sore, but in a good way. I thought my legs gor I 0 times more 
work with weights, bur I was wrong. 

Over rhe course of three months my body changed big 
t ime. In fact, I've made a lisr of 12 of the most amazing bene
fits rhat I and thousands of orhers all over the world have 
gotten from rhe Combat Conditioning program. I'm betting 
these are important ro you, roo: 

l. I blow-torched off my excess body for so quickly thar 
I could ear more rhan I normally did and still look 
better than ever. 

2. I packed and chiseled functional muscle onto my 
legs, chest and back that I've never had before, 
even from weights. 

3. f simuJraneousJy doubled my Strength and flexibility -
and did so wi thout needing separate workouts for each. 

4. I quadrupled my endurance inside of 30 days. Just 
think how much this helped my sparring. No mat
ter what, I NEVER get tired. 

5. The chronic back and shoulder pain I had from years 
of heavy squats, deadlifts and bench pressing went 
away within a couple weeks. And much of that pain 
had been with me for nearly 10 years. Ir's GONE now. 

6. I sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 
longer a goal. It's automatic. As soon as I hit the 
rack I'm out like a light. 

7 . My self-confidence knows no bounds. Especial ly 
when I got compliments from people who hardly 
paid arrenrion ro me before. I honestly believe there is 
nothing I cannot do. I'm on top of the world. 

8. I can train anywhere. I don' t need more than a few 
square feet of carpet or pavement and I'm all set. I 
have absolutely no e.xcuses and my body is loving 
me for it. I don't need any equipment. Just my 
own bodyweight. 

9 . I ger a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
Sure, I could do more - bur I've gotten incredible 
results with this amount - so why ruin a good rhing? 

10. I've turned back the clock. My friends tell me I 
look 5 - 10 years younger. Awesome!! 

I I . I have an explosive rype of strength char weights 
could n't give me. My movemencs are super fas t even 
when I'm just screwing around. 

12. My muscles are like a pliable and powerful tiger -
ready to pounce on prey in a heartbeat. 

So there you have ir. The 12 reasons why Combat 
Coudition.iug is the best fitness program on the planer. Bur 
forger about me. 

Take a look at what some others in the military have to 
say about this program: 

Matt, I am a US Marine stationed overseas. I am also a 
wrestlerljudoka and the Marine who developed the Marine 
Co1ps Martial Arts Program. I me you.r coums regularly. I 
like your no-nonsense approach. l'artiwlarly as I get olde1; 
bodyweight exercises are quick, flexible, all-encompassing and 
convenient. Keep up the good work! 
Lt Colo1lel George Bristol - USMC 
M1: Furey, 
We have been applying the principle of 'mastering your own 
body weight' to our .football program and have been pleased. A 
12 - .1 championship season last year was our reward. Thank 
you. szr. 
Bon.11er Cunnings 
Yosemite, CA 
Dear Matt, 
When I got your book, I changed my whole way of thinking 
about how one should train far Cornbatives. I am now totally 
off the weights, and, to tell you the truth, I have never fa!t 
6~tter or been more flexible in my life. I feel great and have 
lost no size> strength~ or muscle mass ... as a result I scored 
the maximum number of points on the Army Physical Fitness 
test. HOOAH! You are doing great things, and I and the 
U.S. Anny Officer Candidate School owe you a lot. 

Matt Furey, author of the best-selling Combat Conditioning. 

Dear Matt, 
Being a U.S. /vlarine in a field unit, J spend much of my time 
in Physical Training, and I'll admit, I thought that I was in 
peak physical condition. 2 months ago 1 began your Combat 
Conditioning program and quickly realized that I had been 
missing something. While platoon PT comim of mostly run
ning and incorporates some bodyweight exercises (i.e. pushups, 
pull-ups, crunches) I had been spending the bulk of my per
sonal training time in the weight room, lifting heavy ft 
embarrassed me the first time I tried to do a reverse pushup 
and couldn 't. I haven't set foot in the weight room in the last 
2 months. /vly 3 mile run time has dropped to below 18 min
utes, I've lost a good I 0 lbs and my body fat has dropped 4%. 
You can see the difference rmd God knows, l can feel the dif 

ference. I've introduced the rest of my squad to your program. 
Thanks far helping m kick ass and take names in a hellish 
and unforgiving manne1: 
D "Bubba" Byng - LCPL, USMC 
"Golf" Co, MCS Batta/lion 
Man Furey's C01nbat Conditioning: Fuuctional Exercises 

for Fitness & Combat Sports has 48 super effective body
weight exercises along wirh seven different programs rhar wiU 
ger you into kick-burr shape fasr. Be one of the first 25 people 
ro order and you'U receive 3 free Special Reports on how to 
eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. 

Your roral investment in this no nonsense book is only 
$29.95 plus $6 S&H U .S. (foreign orders add $ 12). Order 
online at ww,v.marrfurey.com. Or pick up the phone right 
now and call I 8 13 994 8267 ro o rder. 

You can also send a money order to 1Vlatt Furey Enrerprises, 
Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

TREAT'EM ROUGH! r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
CPT Judd D. Mahfouz - ! O Yes Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises & Combat Sports ! 
Infantry J book for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, J 

Dear M1: Furey, J I will also receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. J 

Let me say I hrwe benefited a : : 
iot from horh your Combat i NAME: i 
Conditioning and Combat [ ADDRESS: j 
Abs book. I am n Marine r, CITY STATE Z IP ,! 

stationed on Okinawa, japan 
and f do a lot of kickboxing J COUNTRY: PHONE: J 

and NHB fighting on the i EMAIL: l 
side. Your exercises have given i 0 Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank i 
me a tremendous advantage i O Visa O MasterCard O Am ex l 
and combined with my other l ! 
r~utines (shndowkoxing, _spar- ! CARD No: ] 
ring, bagwork, wmd spnnts, : : 
and grappling drills) have got- i ExP: S IGNATURE: i 
ten me into the best shape of i Make Check/Money Order Payable to: l 
my life. i Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. i 
LCpl Sa11d01· Devenyi - i 10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA l 
United States Marine CorpsL----------------------- -- -- -~~~-~~-~~-~~~~!'_~-~-:"_\"'.\"'.·~~~~!-~~:~~':11 _____________________ S_()'.?.'~0_3j 
© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.manfurey.com 



Saudi Arabia at the start of the war that ended so quickly he 
never made it there. Shortly afterwards he realized, he 
remembers, "the thought of doing the same thing [civilian 
emergency medicine] for 30 more years was not interesting," 
so he went active duty. He attended Flight Surgeon training 
and joined Carrier Air Wing 5 in japan. 
Married, with three daughters , it was all a 
great departure from his previous stay-at
home civilian career, but he's never looked 
back. In the Navy, Temerlin has plussed
up his military experience with Marine 
Corps Dive School and a stint with the 
Marine Chemical/Biological Incident 
Response Force based in Maryland. 

Capt. Steve Temerlin, flanked by Marine infantrymen flying to the 
scene of Army Special Operations MH-60 crash site just over the 
Pakistan border, to retrieve the helicopter during Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan, January 2002. 

just been field tested in the Bright Star Exercise in Egypt and 
was still on pallets somewhere in the States. "It would have 
been perfect," Temerlin says of the FRSS, "but politics 
smashed that idea, and instead of a well designed, small 
footprint unit, we got the Korean War-era surgical company 
supplies, most of which were worthless and unusable." 
Temerlin and his staff made do with the assets they had, but 
Temerlin's eyes were now open to the crucial faults in the 
Naval medical supply system. 

Among Temerlin's experiences in Afghanistan were as 
attending physician for American Taliban fighter johnny 
Walker (see sidebar) and as a combat physician on a TRAP 
mission. TRAP is Marine doctrine: Tactical Recovery of 
Aircraft and Personnel. An Army Special Forces MH-60 had 
crashed on the border just inside Pakistan. SF recovered the 

The 9/11 terrorist attack on the U.S. 
found Temerlin deployed with the 15th 
MEU on the Peleliu in the midst of a med
ical humanitarian mission in East Timar. 
The Marine task force moved to the 
Arabian Sea, where Temerlin reasoned 
that, with the plan to deploy and set up 
inland 500 miles away in Afghanistan, the 
old USMC way of doing things would have 
to be changed. Realizing the need for on
the-ground surgical capacity, Temerlin 
tried to get delivered a newly developed 
FRSS (Forward Resuscitative Surgical 
System), but the one unit in operation had 

Marine was injured by mortar fire and initially transported for medevac in an armored 
vehicle. The vehicle was then it by a mortar and caught fire. The Marine sustained an 
airway burn. He survived. 

An 11 year-old Iraqi girl injured while playing 
in her backyard by an AK-47 gravity round to 
the head. She was taken to a local hospital, 
which had no supplies or surgical capability, 
then transported to Shock Trauma Platoon 9 
and placed on life support. X-ray showed the 
AK round in the center of her skull. She was 
medevaced to Fleet hospital, then the hospital 
ship. She survived neurologically intact. 
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bodies and sensitive equipment, but had no heavy-lift heli
copters to recover the aircraft. The Marines, with their CH-
53s, were tasked, and the first two were turned away by 
small arms fire . Temerlin went along on a second lift as the 
on-site surgeon, but the recovery turned out uneventful. 

Temerlin came away from his Afghanistan experiences with 
a determination to use his rank and position to improve things 
for the next possible war. Along with the new FRSS units were 
the newly instituted Shock Trauma Platoons (STPs). Both the 
FRSSs and the STPs would place Navy medical personnel serv
ing with the Marines very near the front lines in combat. With 
that, Temerlin realized that medical personnel would benefit 
from some basic combat training. He took leave, and on his 
own dime he attended Arizona's famed shooting academy, 
Gunsite, for its Tactical Medicine course, learning firearms and 
tactics integrated into field medical scenarios under live-fire 
conditions. He worked with the Gunsite staff to modify the 

course to better suit potential Marine Corps scenarios then 
arranged for two groups of 15 doctors and nurses to attend just 
months before they were deployed to Kuwait in anticipation of 
the upcoming war in Iraq. 

Time For High-Speed, low-Drag Medicine 
In the time between Afghanistan and Iraq, Temerlin 

worked hard to get the Navy's medical supply system mod
ernized and up to speed. To produce and field more FRSS 
units , he says, "Everyone got in high gear after Afghanistan. 
We were able to field six FRSSes for the war in Iraq, which is 
truly miraculous." 

For the war in Iraq the Marine Corps system for medical 
care (always provided by the Navy) was set up on five levels. 
First were the Battalion Aid Stations (BAS) - each manned 
by a young, post-intern physican and corpsmen. Next, the 
Shock Trauma Platoons, of 25 people each - two ER doc-

+ TREATING JOHNNY WALKER + 
It was December 2001 , in Afghanistan, and Capt. Steve 

Temerlin had been informed that coming to Camp Rhino in 
the next few days would be a wounded American who had 
been captured fighting for the Taliban. By that time, the 
Marines had a full surgical team established at Rhino, 
including Temerlin and two other physicians, two medical 
officers and more than 30 corpsmen. Task Force 58 com
mander, Marine General Mattis , told Temerlin he expected 
the prisoner to be provided the best care possible. 

Johnny Walker arrived without fanfare or media notice 
at Rhino close to midnight, and Temerlin was immediately 
summoned to evaluate him. "I was telling myself to feel 
nothing as I knelt next to the litter and pulled the blanket 
down," Temerlin says. "I exposed a very slender, 
disheveled young man with long black hair and a beard. A 
cloth hood covered his eyes. The expression on his lower 
face was fearful. " Still today Temerlin feels that confiden
tiality prevents him of describing Walker's wounds , except 
to say that they were "nothing dramatic." He came to 
Walker with strong emotions, knowing Walker had taken 
up arms for the Taliban against Americans, and his own 
reaction struck him. "In spite of what he had tried to do , in 
that moment he became my patient. I felt the same com
pulsion to care for him and protect him that I had for any
one. I was angry with myself for being unable to think of 
him as something different." 

Walker was kept at Rhino for 10 days, segregated and 
guarded in a green connex container. Temerlin saw him 
every morning and evening, changing his wound dressings 
and giving him pain medication and antibiotics. "I only 
talked to him about his wounds and his comfort," Temerlin 
says. "I never discussed anything else. I listened to the 
tone of his voice and his choice of words. He spoke English 
with an Arabic accent. He spoke carefully and well, and I 
believed his accent was an affectation. I had the impression 
he was a typical young narcissist to whom we weren't com
pletely real, just actors in his own little saga." 

Walker was provided with a bunch of blankets against 
the winter cold. "He was a lot warmer than us ," according 
to Temerlin. "I remember one morning waking up shiver
ing, wet and in a pool of water under an artillery shell hole 
in t11e roof of the hooch and thinking that I'd be a lot more 

sheltered and cmnfortable in Walker's box. " 
Walker's clothes had been filthy, tattered rags , so 

Temerlin gave him a set of surgical scrubs, which peeved 
his fellows because the scrubs were few and far between, 
with none as replacements and no way to clean what they 
had. Temerlin drew the line at Walker's comfort though 
when Walker asked for more than the two MREs he was 
getting each day. "I told him that was all the rest of us had 
and he wasn't going to get more than us ." 

later, about a month after Walker was moved from 
Rhino, Temerlin caught an interview of Walker's mother on 
CNN. Outraged, he composed the letter below with the 
intent to send it to CNN to be forwarded to Walker's moth
er. His commander advised against it, so Temerlin held off, 
keeping the letter to himself. 

25 January 2002 
Dear Ms. Walker, 

Today I saw on the news that your son John reported he 
had not been given medical care while he was in custody at 
Camp Rhino, Afghanistan. I am the physician who prov~d
ed care for him during the 10 days of his stay there. I'm 
sure I bear some responsibility for his memory lapse, as I 
have failed to bill him for my services. Perhaps the follow
ing will help his memory. 

• Initial Complete Physical Examination: $200 
• Daily exam and dressing change 

($40/visit, 2/daily x 10 days): $800 
Total charge: $1000 

Please note that the above fees are for my professional 
services only. The bandages, antibiotics, pain medication 
and food he was given were paid for by the same United 
States citizens he betrayed and murdered ... 

Respectfully, 
Steve Temerlin 
Commander, Medical Corps, United States Navy; 
Diplomate, American Board of Emergency Medicine, 
American Board of Internal Medicine 
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upper torso. "We were the 
first to lift off and had to pull 
up quickly and bank to the 
left to avoid the power lines, 
and a second later there was 
a loud bang, and we jerked 
again to the right." The crew 
from the second chopper 
reported that the explosion 
was an airburst RPG near 
Temerlin's helicopter's rear 
rotor. Escaping damage, they 
flew their patients to a FRSS. 

tors , a nurse, a physician's 
assistant, corpsmen and dri
vers - were designed to trav
el with support units behind 
the leading-edge fighting 
units. At the next level were 
the FRSS units, which, in a 
nutshell, are mobile operat
ing rooms and consist of 44-
member teams. The level 
above, established in the 
staging bases in Kuwait and 
later Iraq, were the surgical 
companies , Alpha, Bravo , 
Charlie and Delta - 260-
rnan mobile hospital units 
designed to provide com
plete care. Finally, in the 

Navy Capt. Steve Temerlin M.D. and Chief Hospital Corpsman 
(£7) Tom Spradain flank Ollie North during North's visit to the 
1st MEF casevac team in Kuwait on 18 March 2003, days prior 
to the war's kickoff. 

The next morning, 
Temerlin's crew got the call 
to transport the two Iraqi 
children to the surgical com-

Persian Gulf were the hospital ships Comfort and Mercy. 
Casevac was to be provided by Marine helicopter 

squadrons. In particular, CH-46's in teams of two. Each with 
a crew of six: two pilots , two crew chiefs (to man the .50 
cals), a Navy surgeon and Navy corpsman. That was 
Temerlin's assignment in Iraq - surgeon on a casevac CH-46. 
The problem was, Temerlin's fellow doctors , nurses and 
corpsmen had never been trained on CH-46 casevac opera
tions. With his Afghanistan experience and Gunsite training, 
Temerlin was tasked with training the others. The CH-46's 
were fully equipped for casevac, with mounted litters , etc. , 
unlike the CH-53's in Afghanistan, which had been chosen 
for use there because of their longer range (twice that of the 
46) , mid-air refueling capability and greater lift capacity (for 
the higher altitudes). In Iraq altitude wasn't an issue, and the 
46s had Forward Air Refueling Points (FARPS) set up 
throughout the countryside. 

By the time Temerlin returned to the States from Iraq in 
May 2003 , his team had flown 82 patients. "Thirty-six were 
Marines, 23 Iraqi civilians and 23 Iraqi EPW's. We never lost 
a patient," he reports with quiet pride, "and all of us eventu
ally came home. " 

One day during the battle in and around Baghdad, 
Temerlin's two-helicopter team was called to pick up a 
wounded Iraqi boy and girl. Temerlin was in the lead heli
copter. "We were having trouble finding the grid coordi
nates," he says of the initial pickup. "We flew deeper over the 
city, including one of the palaces. We flew for more than half 
an hour before we finally saw colored smoke signaling us to 
land. We took small arms fire spiraling in, but nothing hit the 
aircraft." They landed in a rough dirt field between some 
destroyed buildings and a treeline in which Marines were 
squatted in position. From the treeline sprinted two Marines 
- each carrying one of the kids - with the kids' father and 
uncle right behind. The boy, five years old, and the girl, four. 
"The boy had a gunshot or shrapnel wound to his lower left 
chest. His sister, with a gunshot wound to her right arm." 

At touch down, the two casevac crews had received word 
of another pickup - this one deep in the city, for which the 
two choppers now headed. As Temerlin tells it, "We flew over 
suburbs and then the inner city. We saw signs of bombing, but 
no Marines in the city yet." Their coordinates were "a large 
open area of pavement in between several large buildings and 
an arena. It was surrounded by power lines and high tele
phone lines , so we had to sharply bank and spiral in." Marines 
appeared, with two litter patients: two of their fellow Marines 
with multiple shrapnel wounds to the head, face, arms and 

pany located at Viper for the 
more extensive treatment the kids needed. Picking up the 
children, Temerlin was told by the surgeons that the boy had 
wounds to his spleen, liver and bowel, and the prognosis was 
bad. They took on the children and their father and uncle and 
headed south. It was a long flight, and about an hour out still, 
and the little girl woke from sedation. "She seemed in pain, 
but didn't complain," according to Temerlin. "Her father 
stood next to her litter and comforted her, rubbing her long 
black hair." At Viper, as the two children were loaded into an 
ambulance, a security team took into custody the father and 
uncle at gunpoint, flexi-cuffing them, and the girl "started 
screaming and crying. In that moment," remembers 
Temerlin, "I looked at her face and saw my own daughters 
that I had abandoned in order to come to Iraq. I think that 
moment I realized how numb I had become, putting my fam
ily out of my mind and expecting never to come home. I saw 
that child and she was everything that I had been ready to 
lose." Temerlin climbed into the ambulance to try and com
fort the girl. To no avail. And he could only reboard his chop
per for the final leg to the base. 

Plugger Problems 
Temerlin tells of a time days before the troops reached 

Baghdad. It was 0200 hrs, and his team got a call: two Marines 
run over in a "skirmish hole," scratched into the earth just 
deep enough to lie out of the line of horizontal bullets and 
shell fragments. The two Marines were critical. One chopper 
was down for repairs. The other, Temerlin's, was low on fuel. 
That was an acceptable risk. The pilots flew with NVGs, low 
and fast , just above the electric lines. A spinning IR chem light 
brought them in to the ground, where the two Marines had 
been run over on their heads. The sergeant was dead; the lieu
tenant barely alive and would need a neurosurgeon. The clos
est facility with one would be the surgical company far to the 
rear at Viper. "We're flying and flying, and it's taking too 
long," Temerlin relates . "Then I hear the pilots on the inter
com saying, like, 'do you think that instrument is accurate?"' 
It wasn't. They were lost. "Fuel was down to vapors. We land
ed. We had to. In the middle of nowhere. It was just before 
dawn." With the crew chiefs manning their .50 cals, Temerlin 
and his corpsman, HM3 Saucedo, took up their MI6s. The 
pilots asked, "Doc, did you bring your GPS?" 

Perhaps it was just the lessons learned in Afghanistan -
the incorrect use of the military PLGR ("plugger") GPS that 
brought the two-thousand pound bomb down upon the SF 

Continued on page 80 

34 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! . www.sofmag.com SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ AUGUST 2004 







). 

Copyright © 2004 by Charles W Sasser and Craig Roberts. Printed by permission. 
Excerpted from the forthcoming book Crosshairs on the Kill Zone by Craig Roberts and 
Charles W Sasser to be published by Pocket Boohs, a division of Simon & Schuster, Inc. 

(Available July 1, 2004 at yoiir local boolistore and at 
www.simonsays.com . ISBN: 0-7434-8295-6, $6.99) 

a 
ur job was to provide reconnaissance and surveil
lance, and when necessary, precision fire in support 
of the operations. We knew our job, but we never 
realized just how effective we could be, and how 
much carnage a pair of snipers could create until the 

day we crawled onto a rooftop at the Al Rashid Military 
Complex near Baghdad. 

We, the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, had entered Iraq from 
Kuwait, traveling north in Humvees as fast as the terrain 
allowed. In my vehicle I carried an Ml6 for suppressive fi.re, 
and my M40A3 sniper rifle for precision fire. I kept my 
sniper rifle right next to me in case it was needed. Whenever 
we came up to a roadblock, I was able to engage the Iraqis 
manning the roadblock with, as they say, "precision fi.re." 
That means lining them up and knocking them down. 

As we moved through Iraq, we were attached, or 
"punched out" to various companies in the battalion for 
stalking out and doing observation and reconnaissance mis
sions along the way. Sometimes the companies would have 
to stop for a few days, and while doing so, the scout sniper's 

found water or a broken 
pipe, we took time to 
wash down. As for sleep, 
we usually were lucky to 
get two hours sleep before 
we were punched out to 
work another mission. It was not unusual to go two days or 
more without sleep. In these cases we ran on pure physical 
discipline and willpower. 

We basically worked two types of operations, one in the 
bush and one on buildings. In the bush operations we set up 
hides, using camouflage and concealment, and observed the 
population for targets or threats. In the built-up areas, we 
hopped up on rooftops to provide covering fire or area 
denial missions, where we deny the area to the enemy by 
covering it with direct fire . 

al-Qaeda's College 
We finally made our way into the facility of Salmon Pak 

where we had expected to meet a lot of Iraqi resistance. 
This is the location of the mission was to move out 

ahead and watch the popu
lation for suspicious activi
ty. In one area we saw no 
Iraqi soldiers, but plenty of 
young males of military age 
with short haircuts. It was 
obvious that these guys had 
discarded their uniforms 
and were trying to blend 
into the population, but 
there wasn't much we could 
do about it right then. The 
"rules" called for us to 
ignore those who weren't 
armed or did not attack us. 

al-Qaeda terrorist training 
camp, with the fuselage of 
an airliner for training 
hijackers. But instead of 
fierce resistance, we found 
destroyed buildings and 
burned-out hulks where the 
air cover had done its job. 
There were scores of empty 
vehicles, empty fighting 
holes - and more young 
men with short haircuts, 
but no fighting. 

Sgt. Winterle using the M82A3 SASR .50 cal with Unertl 10X 
scope, south of Baghdad shortly before he was wounded. 

We continued north, and 
unlike some of the areas 
that were open desert, this 

was the Tigris river valley, which was lush with vegetation. 
This provided us with much more suitable camouflage and 
a much better environment for operations. But now it was 
really starting to get hot. We found ourselves taking more 
breaks just to air ourselves out. You would take off your 
chemical suit and just be drenched underneath. It was as 
miserable as having your own personal sauna bath that you 
wore - and couldn't get rid of. 

But if we saw an Iraqi who 
was armed, we were to take him down. So, any Iraqi with 
an AK was a target, and we never missed. 

Eventually, after fighting our way north through villages, 
towns, roadblocks and ambushes, we began drawing mis
sions to support special-operations raids that were looking 
for Baath party members and former members of Saddam's 
regime. We did this by covering the raiding party with our 
sniper teams, to protect them as they did building entries. 

All of this time we were fighting the elements. And it was 
miserable. Dressed head-to-foot in heavy chemical suits, we 
could barely breathe while carrying our gear, wearing 
Kevlar vests and helmets, plus weapons and ammo. We had 
to adapt as we went because no one had fought for an 
extended period like this, with all this gear, for this long. 

But worst of all was the lack of rest and the filthy condi-
. ns. There was no water for bathing, so whenever we 

A week after leaving Salmon Pak, while striking toward 
Baghdad, and living on only two hours sleep a day, the word 
came down that we could get out of our chemical suits! This 
was the most welcome news we had in a long time. Finally 
we could work in our desert utilities and fight like normal 
Marines. It felt like the weather had cooled by several 
degrees, and was a major turning point in the war for us. 

As we neared Baghdad we began running into more mine 



fields , and we could hear a lot of shooting going on, 
plus a lot of artillery. Then as we approached the Al 
Rashid Military Complex, we could see breaches in 
the wire, and more mines scattered around, but still 
did not run into any significant resistance. It was as 
if no one was there , but might come back if we hung 
around for a while. 

Taking over the complex, we set up positions to 
defend the place against a counterattack. Then, my 
partner, Sergeant Owen Mulder, and I were assigned 
an area of responsibility to set up a scout-sniper posi
tion on a one-story house on the northeast side of the 
complex. This was what is known as an overwatch 
position that allowed us to observe the approaches to 
that area from that direction. The farthest engage
ment range appeared to be about 750 meters. 

Though there were two companies at the com
plex, one on each flank about 150 meters away, the 

Sgt. Hamblin (near) using the M40A3 with ANIPVS 10 day 
and night scope; Sgt. Mulder {far) using M40A1 with 10X 
Unertl at Al Rashid Air Base, southern Baghdad. 

area we covered was totally up to just myself and my 
partner. Between us, Mulder held his M40Al sniper 
rifle with the standard issue Unertl lOX scope, and I 
had an M40A3 sniper rifle with the ANPVS-10 day
and-night sight. The ANPVS-10 is a third-generation 
night image intensifier with daylight capabilities. We 
could work the position night and day, which is 
exactly what we would find ourselves doing. 

We got up on the roof at night and I turned on my 
night scope. Mulder had night vision goggles, so we 
both could see the streets to our front in a clear, 
ghostly green panorama. For American forces , our 
night vision capability was second to none, and gave 
us a giant advantage over troops not similarly 
equipped. 

Target Rich Environment 
After two hours, we spotted a pickup truck 

approaching, stopping about 400 meters short of 
coming into the military complex. As we watched, 



f 

we could see that the truck had a bunch of people in the 
back. Then, watching closely, we saw them begin jumping 
out of the truck, each carrying an AK. My pulse began to 
race. 

"l got targets," I said to Mulder. "See 'em?" 
"Yeah, let's go for it." 
Immediately I decided to take a shot, and as I did I could 

see the driver jump out and go around the back of the vehi
cle. I lined him up in my sight and squeezed the trigger. He 
went down like a sack of potatoes. Mulder sighted in and 
fired too, and another Iraqi went down. 

We just began lining up targets as fast as we could and 
taking the shots. As we did, other soldiers tried to drag 
the bodies off, but when they did we took them out, too. 
It was like a shooting gallery. The more shots we took, the 
more targets seemed to appear. The adrenalin rush was 
indescribable. But training and discipline kept us pacing 
ourselves throughout the shots, taking over where run
away excitement wanted to rule. Spot a target, sight in, 
squeeze, watch the shot, work the bolt, pick another tar
get. Over and over. 

Then the next thing I saw was the Iraqis dragging bod
ies into the pickup truck, then driving around the corner 
out of sight. All was quiet again in the kill zone. 

I looked at my watch. About an hour before sunrise. 
Nothing happened until after the sun came up. The 

Iraqis knew by then that trying to move at night would do 
them no good. In fact, to even up the odds a bit, they 
would have to move in daylight so they could see as well 
as we could. This would be another major mistake on their 
part. They simply did not understand the capability of a 
well-trained and equipped sniper team. 

We observed the street for about an hour. Then I spot
ted two individuals enter our field of view, trying to cross 
the street. One was carrying an AK. Good enough. 

"You got these guys?" I asked. 
"Got 'em. You taking out the guy with the AK?" 
"Affirmative." 
I estimated the range at 450 yards. I led him slightly 

and fired. He went down, but he wasn't killed immediate
ly. His partner took off and didn't come back. The first guy 
stopped moving about 30 seconds later. 

Bought And Paid For ... 
Our rules of engagement called for us not to shoot any

one who was not armed or who didn't pose a threat. But if 
they carried weapons they were bought and paid for. Also, 
if we had a suspicious vehicle that came and went several 
times, we could engage it as well. 

About 10 minutes after that, a truck pulled out of one of 
the side streets. Then 15 minutes later the same truck came 
back with the same guy driving, followed by a second 
truck. Each was carrying seven or eight guys in the back. 

"Watch these guys. They're probably armed." 
Then, as we watched through the scopes, both trucks 

stopped and the riders all started jumping out. Each had 
an AK. 

My partner and I didn't even have to say anything to 
each other. I took the closest truck and he took the far 
truck. We started shooting people. As fast as we could 
work the bolts and acquire targets, we squeezed the trig
gers and an Iraqi soldier went down. 

Marine scout sniper Sgt. Joshua Hamblin {left} and author and 
former Marine Vietnam sniper Craig Roberts (right) at U.S. 
Marine Corps Scout Sniper Association annual banquet in Las 
Vegas, 2004. 

One was dropping right after another, just dropping 
like flies. We ended up shooting every one of them - all 
13 of them right there, except one guy who managed to get 
into one of the trucks by shoving the dead driver out of the 
way and trying to back out of there. But we fired at the 
truck and I couldn't believe what happened next. For some 
reason we hit something critical because the gas tank 
exploded in a ball of flame, just like in the movies! I 
thought that cars and trucks blowing up when you shot at 
them was just Hollywood, but this one did exactly that. 

The truck was still moving, so we both shot through 
the driver's side of the cab. Two 175-grain boat-tail hollow 
points blasted through the thin sheet metal of the cab and 
killed the driver as it coasted around the corner. He would 
cook in silence, just out of sight, for many minutes. 

So now we have 16 bodies littering the street, plus a 
burning wreck and an abandoned truck, all due to two 
snipers. It looked like a major battle had been fought 
there, but it was just me and Mulder - and we hadn't 
even fired a full box of ammo yet. 

What was amazing is that the scene of a vehicle blow
ing up happened three times over the course of the day. 

later in the morning, as I watched the street through 
my scope, I saw an Iraqi soldier turn the comer and begin 
walking toward us. He was wearing a full uniform, a hel
met, a vest and carrying a sidearm. It was as if he was just 
showing up for work that day and didn't !mow we were 
there. He began walking toward us along a row of light 
posts. As he passed each post I set the scope on him and 
began following and watching as he lessened the range. 

About this time an old man came out from one of the 
houses alongside the road and began gesturing at him, try
ing to tell him to get out of there. But the soldier didn't seem 
to understand what he was trying to say and kept coming. 

What? Me Worry? 
Mulder and l kept shifting our attention from the sol

dier to the old man, and back again. It was like watching 
a comical movie, like "hey, get out of here. They'll kill 
you!" and the soldier saying "who? Who'll kill me? What 
are you talking about, old man." 



Finally, as I watched the soldier 
shrug his shoulders one last time, I 
squeezed the trigger and could see 
the vapor trail of the bullet. It flew 
straight and impacted him in the 
center of the chest, like watching a 
movie in slow motion. I could see 
the dust fly off his shirt, then saw 
the expression on his face of pure 
shock. He was completely sur
prised. He looked down, then 
slumped over and fell to the 
ground. It was my best shot and I 
could see everything. The bullet 
path, the impact, the expression on 
his face. It was perfect. 

He tried to crawl out of the kill 
zone, but it was too late for him. He 
only moved for a few feet, then 
became very still. 

The local civilians were very 
interested in what was happen
ing, and watching all the action 
became an amusement to them. 
After each episode of firing and 
dropping soldiers, the civilians 
would come out, look around 
and laugh and smile, then look 

A bus filled with armed Iraqi soldiers that broke through 3/l's lines and was set on fire by 
small arms fire. Most of the Iraqi soldiers were killed in the firefight. 

over toward the base and wave at us. It seemed almost 
like they were spectators at a sporting event. 

By this time there're 17 bodies laying out there, with 
two shot-up pickup trucks, with one still smoking and 
smoldering. It was like a scene out of a Rambo movie, but 
it was real. And here were all these people just lined up on 
the side of the street looking at the carnage like it was a 
day at the market. 

Just then a white pickup truck pulled out of a side 
street, and in the back was a typical terrorist with a black 
ski mask and black clothes, holding an AK It turned and 
began speeding toward us. He was obviously a Fedayeen 
and was hell bent on "suicide by Marine." 

As the driver careened down the road, with this guy 
holding on for dear life, I raised my head to look at him at 
the same time he looked up at me. I went back down on 
the scope and worked to keep on target on the careening 
pickup truck bounced along the road. I found a lead angle, 
aimed high and took the shot. It was a dead slam hit and 
he went down in the back of the truck. We didn't get a 
chance at a second shot at the driver because he turned 
away and raced around a corner out of sight. But the guy 
in the black pajamas was down and finished. 

Eighteen. 
We continued to watch vehicles come in and out of the 

area, always trying to memorize them to see if they were 
repetitious. It seemed there were certain color vehicles 
that were used by the military and we started learning 
what to watch for. Most were Toyota light-colored pickup 
trucks. And what we began to notice is that the trucks 
were making runs into a nearby neighborhood carrying 
stuff in the back of the trucks going in, then coming out 
empty. It became apparent that they were doing a supply 
run, stocking a strongpoint with weapons and ammo. It 
was time to put a top to this. 

The rules of engagement were that you could shoot a man 
with a weapon, or a vehicle carrying weapons by shooting the 
tires out or otherwise disabling the vehicle. One red Toyota 
car had made one too many trips and was now on the hit list. 

Primary Mission, Secondary Explosions 
On the fourth time we saw the car, Mulder and I opened ' 

up. Mulder hit the driver and I hit the back of the trunk. 
Then the whole damned thing exploded! The whole trunk 
blew up in a ball of flame, then the car coasted around the 
corner. A few minutes later all hell broke loose as a trunk.load 
of RPG rockets cooked off. We looked at each other as we lis
tened to the distinctive "whoosh ... bang .. .. whoosh ... bang" 
sound of the rockets igniting, the taking off in odd directions, 
then exploding as they made contact with buildings, streets 
and anything hard. 

It seemed like two 175-grain bullets started a small war 
out there. 

By this time it dawned on us that we had not received any 
return fire during the engagements. We were in total control 
of the position, and there was nothing the Iraqis could do 
about it. U they tried to show themselves to engage us, we 
killed them. They had no chance to set up, locate us, then put 
fire on us in the time it took for us to see and shoot them. 
Plus we had cover and a much better long-range capability. 
We were trained Marine snipers and they were overzealous 
fanatics with little marksmanship training. There was n . 
comparison. It was like the old joke of "don't attack that hill 
it's a trick. There's two Marines up there." 

Any time we saw an individual with a weapon to our front, 
he was history. But we did receive incoming fire from the , 
flanks and couldn't do anything about it except hope we didl ' 
n't get hit as "collateral damage." The line companies couldn't 

Continued on page 75 
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Glock Does It Again 
BY GARY PAUL JOHNSTON 

allowing its success with a long list of pis
tols for more than 20 years , Glock has 
added a new one, the Glock 37. Not only is 
the pistol new, but so is the cartridge it 
fires, the .45 GAP - which stands for 

Glock Automatic Pistol, just as the conventional .45 ACP 
designates Automatic Colt Pistol. 

In order to take advantage of the potential .45-caliber pis-

tol market and retain a high-capacity pistol that was more 
friendly to average-size hands, Glock designed a revolution
ary .45-auto cartridge that fits into the 9mm/.40-caliber mag
azine envelope. Being a well kept secret during its develop
ment, the resulting cartridge was first advertised as the .45 
Glock, but was replaced by ".45 GAP" The reason for this 
was that the .45 Glock round used a large pistol prin1er that 
reportedly caused over-ignition and excessive pressure. The 

The .45 GAP caliber Glock 37 (top) is seen here 
with the .40 S&W-caliber Glock 22 along with 
.40 S&W, .45 GAP and .45ACP cartridges. 
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.45 GAP uses a small pistol primer and while it also gener
ates higher pressures, it is well within specification. 

The case length of the .45 G.A.P. is 0.76" as opposed to 
0.89" for the .45 ACP. In metrics , this translates to 19mm 
vs. 22mm. By contrast, the .40 auto case measures 0.85", 
or 21.5mm in length. With its 200-grain JHP bullet, the 
overall length (OAL) of the.45 G.A.P. cartridge is 1.08'', 
slightly shorter than either the 9mm or the .40 auto in 
most of its loadings. 

Being 3-mm shorter than the case of the .45 ACP, that of 
the .45 GAP is otherwise identical on the outside except for 
two things: It uses a small pistol primer instead of a large 
one, and it is a rebated rimless case. The rim of the .45 GAP 
is 0.470" in diameter (samples measure .467'') as compared 
with 0.4 75" for the .45 ACP. This was done to prevent short
ening the .45 ACP case and reloading it to shoot in a .45 GAP 
pistol. Glock strongly recommends against shooting any 
reloaded ammunition in its pistols , especially with lead bul
lets. In addition, the internal dimensions and composition of 
the .45 GAP case are slightly different from the .45 ACP. 

Although its case is shorter than that of the .45 ACP, the 
.45 GAP is now factory loaded with bullet weights of up to 
230 grains, and bullet for bullet, performance is equal to .45 
ACP ammunition, but at the cost of about 15% higher pres
sure. The 200-grain .45 GAP loads produce a muzzle veloci
ty of about 950 fps from the Glock 37, or about the same per
formance as a 200-grain .45 ACP cartridge from a 4-inch bar
rel Colt Commander type pistol. However, to get this perfor
mance, tl1e operating chamber pressure is 23,000 pounds per 
inch (PSI) instead of 21 ,000 PSI for the .45 ACP. Still, there 
is no discernable bulge in the unsupported area of the case. 

Although it was first reported that the Glock 37 would be 
the same size as the Glock 22, such is not quite the case. 
While the polymer frames of the two pistols are the same 
size, there are internal differences between them and they are 
not interchangeable. The Glock 37's steel locking-block is 
longer than that of the Glock 22, and the Glock 37's ejector 
is angled instead of being straight. 

The slides of the two pistols are also different, with that 
of the Glock 37 being wider, higher, and heavier than its 
Glock 22 counterpart. The Glock 22's slide measures 1.01" 
wide by 0.85" high, and that of the Glock 37 is 1.13" wide by 
0.88" high. The Glock 37's .45 G.A.P. barrel is also larger 
than that of the Glock 22, and is similar in size to that of the 
Glock 21. The weights of ilie slide groups are 18 oz. for the 
Glock 22 and 21 oz. For the Glock 37, the extra mass being 
necessary to handle the higher energy of the .45 G.A.P. car-

The extra width of the Glock 37's slide (top) over the Glock 22 is 
apparent here. This requires a different holster. The .45 GAP (on 
the left) uses a rebated, rimless case, preventing the .45 ACP from 
being interchanged with it. 
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tridge. The Glock 37's larger slide pre
vents it from being used with most hol
sters designed for the Glock 22. 

In addition to the internal dimen
sional differences in the Glock 37's 
extractor, there is an external differ
ence, and this is a protrusion, or step , 
at the front outer edge. When a car
tridge is chambered, this step extends 
slightly outward from the slide, where 
it is easily felt with the index finger to 
verify that the Glock 37 has a round in 
the chamber. 

The magazines of the two pistols are 
interchangeable, and care must be 
taken not to mix them up, especially 
where both types of pistols are fired 
together during training. No high
capacity magazines for the Glock 3 7 are 
available for law enforcement, as 10 is 
the maximum number of rounds this 
magazine can hold. Except for the 
above differences, all aspects of the two 
pistols are identical including the Safe
Action system that all Glock pistols 
have, the sights, and the accessory 
frame-rail. This rail will accept the M3 
Tactical Illuminator from Insight 
Technologies, as well as the new X200 
Tactical light from Surefire. 

LaserMax offers a brand new drop-in self-contained laser sight tor the Glock 37 and is 
also designing one tor the Springfield XO pistol. 

lasers 
Wasting no time in developing a laser sight for the Glock 

3 7, laserMax now offers a factory-like captive recoil spring 
guide laser sight for the pistol. lying directly beneath the 
bore, this sight works just like previous laser Max sights with 
a bright red pulsating dot, and all l aserMax Glock sights will 
now have a captive recoil spring. 

Crimson Trace, makers of Lasergrip , also offer a laser 
sight for the Glock, but it is a permanent installation that 

The Glock 37 (top) is compared with the Springfield XO pistol. 
Springfield now offers its XO in .45 GAP and other makers are 
sure to follow. 

To tieldstrip the XO pistol {bottom) the slide must first be locked to 
the rear to rotate the disassembly lever, and this automatically 
ejects a round from the chamber, a great safety feature. 
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Empty brass flies as World Champion Rob Latham, fires a 
Springfield XD pistol. (right) Johnston borrowed Rob Latham's 
prototype XD Competition pistol seen here with a standard XD. Two 
Competition XD models are now available in .45 GAP caliber. 

becomes part of the trigger guard and frame with a remote 
pressure switch on the grip. The placement of the laser diode 
housing precludes use with some holsters, but the unit is oth
erwise compact and handy. 

Although the Glock 37 magazine holds 10 rounds of .45 
GAP, it is very difficult to get 10 rounds into my sample and 
is also difficult to seat the loaded magazine, as well as ren·act
ing the slide to load the first round. The magazine is much 
happier with nine rounds plus one in the chamber. With a 
new holster required, the question becomes, why would a 
police officer trade a .40-cal. Glock 22 with a 15-round mag
azine plus one in the chamber for the Glock 37 that is essen
tially a 10-shot pistol? 

Show in las Vegas, Nevada, among three Competition ver
sions of the pistol. I was able to borrow Rob latham's origi
nal prototype of the Competition XD shown here. 

Having grown quickly in popularity, the XD is proving to 
be one of the best pistols on today's market. Not only does 
it have an excellent, smooth trigger pull, but it also points 
naturally. The XD uses the same lock-up as the Glock and 
has a similar finish that is almost indestructible. What's 
rnore, it has real steel frame rails and a robust polymer frame 
rail that has been ingeniously designed to handle any tacti
cal weapon light. 

The Glock 37 was designed to provide a .45-caliber pis
tol with a grip no larger than that of a duty 9mm or .40-cal
iber gun, and this is exactly what it does. There will be 
law-enforcement officers with medium-size hands who 

h1 addition to being reliable, ergonomic and accurate, the 
Springfield XD is also a relatively safe pistol. h1 addition to its 
trigger safety, firing-pin safety, and grip safety, the XD's slide must 
be locked to the rear before the gun is disassembled in order to 

want to carry a .45-caliber pistol who 
will opt for the Glock 3 7 even, if it 
means a new holster and fewer rounds 
of ammunition in the gun. Then there 
are private citizens who are limited to 
10-round magazines in the first place. 
ln short, the Glock 3 7 will establish its 
own following, but what about the .45-
GAP caliber? 

ln addition to CCI/Speer, Winchester 
and Federal are now loading the .45-
GAP cartridge and other manufacturers 
will follow, offering the round in other 
bullet weights, such as 185-grain and 
165-grain types. One is COR-BON's 165 
grain Pow'R Ball, a jacketed soft point 
QSP) that is legal in states where ]HP 
bullets are banned. Thus, with bullet 
weights of 165 grains, 185 grains, 200 
grains and 230 grains available, make no 
mistake, the .45 GAP is here to stay. 

The .45 GAP Springfield HD Pistol 
All this reinforces a prediction I 

made about the .45 GAP a year ago, that 
other companies would make pistols to 
fire it. That prediction has become a 
reality, for after extensive testing by 
Rob Latham, Springfield Armory intro
duced its excellent XD (Extreme Duty) 
pisto l in .45 GAP at the 2004 SHOT 

CONTACT SHEET 
Glock, Inc., Dept. SOF 
6000 Highlands Pkwy 
Smyrna. GA 30082 

770-432-1202 
www.glock.com 

Springfield Armory, Dept. SOF 
420 W. Main St. 

Geneseo, IL 61254 
800-680-6866 

springfieldarmory.com 

Surefire, LLC, Dept. SOF 
18300 Mt. Baldy Cir. 

Fountain Valley, CA 92780 
800-828-8809 
surefire.com 

Insight Technology, Inc., Dept. SOF 
3 Technology Dr. 

Londonderry, NH 03053 
877-744-4802 

insightlights.com 

Lasergrips, Dept. SOF 
8089 SW Cirrus Dr. 

Beaverton, OR 97008 
800-442-2406 

crimsontrace.com 

LaserMax, Inc., Dept. SOF 
3495 Winton Pl. 

Rochester, NY 14623 
800-LASER-03 

lasermax-inc.com 

rotate its takedown lever upwards. This 
ejects any cartridge present in the chamber 
before the slide is removed or replaced. 

Other companies that now make 
9mm and .40 S&W caliber high-capaci
ty auto pistols are also looking at the 
.45 GAP. In addition to the Springfield 
XD, other candidates include the S&W 
P99, H&K USP, SIG P226, Taurus 24-7 
and more. 

Shots Fired 
As expected, the Glock 37 performed 

flawlessly with no malfunctions experi
enced with the three loads tested. Felt 
recoil was comparable to that of the .45 
ACP-caliber Glock 21. Rob latham's pro
totype Springfield Competition XD pis
tol also proved to be a reliable tack-dri
ver and reliability in all XD's 1 own and 
I've tested has been flawless. From my 
experience, you can count on accuracy 
of 3 inches or less at 25 yards from 
either pistol. 

If you're one of the many who have 
been waiting for a .45-caliber auto pistol 
with a smaller grip , the wait is over. 
look for the .45 G.A.P in Glock 37 and 
several brand new Springfield 
Competition XD pistols in this caliber at 
your dealers. ~ 
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Charlie Company grunts hammer their 
way through Baghdad. 
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BY DALE B. COOPER 

We knew we'd go back. No doubt in our minds. 
- lLT Karl G. Blanhe, Weapons Company, 115 

O
e year to the day after 1st Battalion, 5th Marines -
the most decorated battalion in the United States 
Marine Corps - invaded Iraqi soil on 20 March 

2003, the "Fighting Fifth" was back in Iraq. 
As Blanke said before he left Camp Pendleton, California, 

where 1/5 is based, "We're going to be jumping out of the fry-

ing pan into the fire when we arrive in Fallujah." His words 
were prophetic. 

As part of the First Marine Expeditionary Force, 1/5 and 
sister battalions such as 2/1 and 3/11 took over Iraq's trou
bled Al Anbar Province in the . so-called "Sunni Triangle," 
bordered by Baghdad on the east, f allujah on the west and 
Tikrit on the north. 

Al Anbar covers about' one-third of Iraq and includes bor
ders with Jordan, Syria and Saudi Arabia. It is home to large 
nnmbers of former Iraqi military, radical anti-American reli
gious zealots and foreign fighters from neighboring Syria and' 
Iran who have slipped across Iraq's porous borders. 

On March 23, lance Corporal Ritchie Gunter, 

Security Platoon, wrote his mother in Northern California a 
quick note .. .. "Dear Mom. How are you? I'm hanging in 
there. We patrol every day in Fallujah. We get shot at every 
day and when we drive to the towns, bombs go off on the 
sides of the road; 11 times the other day. At night, they shoot 
mortars at us. A mortar hit our hospita1 last night, killing two 
and wounding seven. I hate this country. love you, Rits:}lie." 

During the fight for Fallujah, an Iraqi mortar round fell at 
the feet of Gunter's buddy, Lance Corporal Wayne Smith. It 

had his name on it, but apparently the sender forgot to include 
Smith's FPO numli>er, because the round didn't explode. 

During the height of the battle on April 9, the first 
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad, I spoke via satellite phone 
with Corporal Jason lee, a Marine in the anti-armor platoon 
I was embedded with during the war. lee said the fighting 
was fierce: Street by street, house by house, with insurgents 
popping up out of holes just long enough to launch ra'tket 
propelled grenades and then scurry away like rats, in the . 
cltmd of dust from the back blast. In the middle of OU/ co -
versation, sho~rang out. 

"That }\l.3t a sniper ' 
':.BP. ," t 

m 
ave the local sniper that 

y, apparently missed again. But Marine 
sniperi didn't miss many shots. Many of the insurgents who 
were buried beneath two soccer fields in Fallujah had been 
shot in the head. 

When asked how he felt about going back to Iraq so soon, 
lee, a combat veteran from Syracuse, New York who scored the 

first T-55 tank kill of 
the war with a Javelin 
missile said, "It's 

something we had to do." 
Corporal Michael Gary, a 

sniper in 1/5 who rode in my 
Humvee, left a message on the 
chief sniper's answering service 
in Virginia where he's teaching 
at the Marine Corps Sniper 
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Rifle squad from Charlie Company fans out in village, searching 
tor insurgents. (inset, Jett) 3rd Platoon, Charlie Co., 1/5 boils out 
of AAV in an Iraqi village. (inset, right} Rifle squad from Charlie 

School. Gary simply said, "We're taking care of business." 

Bad Blood 
Ever since a giant statue of Saddam Hussein was pulled 

down in Paradise Square in Baghdad, by a Marine tank
retriever crew on 9 April 2003, his followers in Fallujah and 
other cities in the Sunni Triangle have had it in for U.S. 
forces. 

The Army's 3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division 
lost more than 70 troopers and six helicopters before being 
relieved on 20 March 2004 by members of lMEF, the First 
Marine Expeditionary Force. 

While Army Major General Charles Swannack, comman
der of the 3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division and 
Lieutenant General James Conway, the Marine commander, 
were shaking hands, and wishing each other well, Marines 

Company, 1/5 Marines searches tor Iraqi insurgents in Saddam 
City outside Baghdad a year ago. Same Marines are facing same 
situation in Fa/lujah, west of Baghdad - going house to house. 

were mixing it up with insurgents in Fallujah. 
One Marine from 2/1 and five civilians were killed in a 

ferocious street battle while the change of command was tak
ing place. The civilians were employees of the North 
Carolina security firm Blackwater, detailed to provide securi
ty for shipments of food to Fallujah. 

Eyewitnesses say Iraqi insurgents hurled grenades into the 
vehicles as the Americans sat in heavy traffic on the main drag 
through town, and then sprayed the vehicles with small-arms 
fire. After the vehicles exploded into flames , Iraqis poked at 

{below) From atop a presidential palace in Baghdad, First 
Lieutenant Karl Blanke with Weapons Company directs sniper fire 
against Iraqi insurgents. Now as XO of Weapons Company, 1/5 he 
is doing the same thing in Fa/lujah. 

~
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the burning bodies with pieces of pipe. 
One blackened corpse was pulled out of 
a burning vehicle and dragged by rope 
behind a car through the streets of 
Fallujah in a scene reminiscent of what 
happened to a U.S. soldier who was siin
ilarly desecrated by an angry crowd in 
Somalia. Two other blackened corpses 
were also hung from a bridge over the 
Euphrates River with a written warning 
that Fallujah will become a "graveyard 
for the Americans." 

Unlike what happened in Mogadishu 
more than a decade ago when the 
United States cut and ran after 17 Army 
Rangers were killed by Somali street 
games, President Bush assured tl1e Iraqi 
people that the U.S. won't be intimidat
ed by a bunch of thugs and mercenaries. 

~ before he left. Conrad told her he was 
a: 
·~ ready to finish the job the Marines start-
: ed. It wasn't done as far as he was con
~ cerned. "Nope. It wasn't. There have 
~ been too many lives lost, and it all start
=> ed happening once the Marines left last 

May," said Mrs. Conrad who is a little 
bit frightened about the future. "But l 
have faith in my husband and I know 
he'll be okay." 

Page Blanke, who also has three 
young children, feels the same way, 
but she was still shocked when her 
husband Karl told her he was going 
back to Iraq. She thought he'd spend 
his last deployment on a "big old rock" 
in the Pacific. 

Two battalions, 1/5 and 2/l sur- Marine from Charlie, 1/5 works on hearts 
rounded Fallujah during the first week and minds. 

When the men of 1/5 learned that 
Okinawa was only going to be a speed 
bump on the road back to Iraq, most 
members of the battalion like Karl 
Blanke jumped for joy. "Morale sky
rocketed," said the 30-year-old Marine 

of April. The fighting was fierce , house-
to-house, no quarter asked, and none 
given. More than 30 Marines were killed in combat. More 
than 500 insurgents were killed. 

When 40 insurgents who had hastily dug bunkers in front 
of the Abdul Sarnarai mosque in Fallujah fired a rocket pro
pelled grenade at a Marine Humvee a block away, wounding 
four Marines, the commanding officer of 1/5 ordered air 
strikes on the enemy positions. A Marine Cobra helicopter 
put a Hellfire missile into the base of the mosque's minaret 
while an Air Force F-16 Falcon put a 500-pound laser-guided 
bomb into a wall where the bunkers were located. When the 
smoke cleared, the Iraqis claim.ed 40 "worshippers" were 
killed. But Lieutenant Colonel Brennan Byrne says his men 
could find only one body. Attacking mosques in the middle 
east is a cultural "no-no," but the Marine Corps maintains the 
mosque ceased to be off-limits when insurgents began using 
it as a fortress. 

'They profaned the mosque by their actions," said Major 
General James M. Mattis, commanding officer of the First 
Marine Division, who along with Marine Corps Commandant 
General Michael W Hagee, visited a frontline command post 
in an abandoned factory on the east side of Fallujah. 

Mattis' Marines went into town with the motto, "no better 
friend , no worse enemy," a phrase the man who drove the 
Taliban out of Kandihar used when he briefed this reporter 
and 50 others assigned to cover lMarDiv's drive to Baghdad 
last year. 

What a Difference a Year Makes 
More than 60% of the men I rode into battle with, as an 

embedded correspondent more than a year ago, are back in 
Iraq. They were home only five months. 

Before Christmas, the men of 1/5 kissed their wives, clill
dren and girlfriends goodbye at Camp Pendleton, California 
and flew to Okinawa where they received some specialized 
training and picked up their weapons. 

Jenifer Conrad hated to see her husband, Staff Sergeant 
Matthew Conrad, leave her and their daughters, a 5 year old, 
3 year old and 4 month old baby girl, in San Clemente before 
Christmas. "It was rough leaving his family, especially saying 
goodbye to his new baby, but it was something he had to do," 
said Mrs. Conrad. 

Jenifer says she and Matt talked about the situation in Iraq 

who learned he had been accepted at Georgetown University 
Law School in Washington, D.C. just before his deployment. 

"Every Marine in the battalion wants to do something that 
makes a difference, and while it's important to have other 
missions like the 31st MEU [Marine Expeditionary Unit off 
Okinawa], at a personal level we feel like we're going to have 
a bigger impact for the United States if we're in Iraq," Blanke 
said after returning from a run to his friend's house in south
ern California on New Year's Day. Blanke stayed behind to 
supervise some specialized training for selected members of 
the battalion before heading to Okinawa. 

Steve Bell, a computer engineer in southern California, 
and Blanke grew up as boys in Newberry Park. They have 
been buddies since grade school, and if anyone has to go back 
to Iraq, Bell says he's glad Karl is going back, because he says 
his friend thinks before he acts or reacts. "He's restrained," 
said Bell. If he were in his friend's boots, Bell admits he'd say, 
"Screw 'em, shoot first and ask questions later, but we can't 
have somebody blowing people away over there," said Bell. 
"The situation is too delicate now," Bell said. 

The conflict in Iraq involves a small number of Saddam 

Sgt. Matthew Conrad on Gun-5 in Counter-Mech Platoon, Weapons 
Company, 115 Marines, outside Baghdad with his crew: L to R are 
LCpl Daniel Pagard, LCpl Alexander Zimmerman, Corpsman HMC 
Edgar Cross and LCpl Neal Coulson. 
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loyalists who are pissed-off that their "Sugar Daddy" is no 
longer greasing their palms with Iraqi dinars. Since his 
downfall, they've been unemployed. The vast majority of the 
Iraqi people are not involved in the suicide bombings or 
attacks on coalition soldiers. 

"It's not full-scale combat any longer," said Blanke, "it's a 
peacekeeping mission and the restraint you have to exercise 
under those circumstances is a lot more demanding on indi
vidual Marines. We now have to determine who the bad guys 
are before we fire , otherwise we're going to kill the good 
guys," Blanke said. 

When the U.5.-led coalition of the willing overthrew 
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein in the spring of last year, 
the Iraqi army, some 400,000 strong, ceased to exist as a 
fighting force. Tens of thousands of soldiers threw down 
their weapons, stripped off their uniforms and melted into 
the general population. Their officers also went home in 
disgrace. Just as well, because the coalition disbanded the 
Iraqi army. A year later, the climate changed. 

In early May, some high-ranking Iraqi army officers 

Be Aggressive, But Be Compassionate 
Some of the Marines in 1/5 received a six-week crash 

course in Arabic at Camp Pendleton so they could communi
cate with the good guys who are willing to lead them to the 
bad guys in the Marines' area of responsibility. They even 
grew mustaches, a sign of maturity among Arabs, but the bat
talion ordered the men to shave them off when insurgents 
opened fire on them. Instead of building things, the "Fighting 
Fifth" is breaking things. 

Lance Corporal Clay Anderson, a SAW gunner in Charlie 
Company, was chosen by his commanding officer to attend 
the crash course in Arabic. Anderson, now a Corporal and a 

General Jassim Mohammed Saleh last served as a division 
commander in the al-Quds Oerusalem] army, which was ini
tially formed to capture Jerusalem, but grew into a vast 
paramilitary force. Putting Saleh in control would not have 
been politically correct given the attempt by insurgents in 
Iraq to link their plight to that of the ongoing battle 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis. 

Marching Under a Familiar Banner 
offered to defuse the explosive situation in Fallujah where Iraq has designed a new flag as it seeks to unify various 
the bloodiest fighting since the war had taken place, by factions in the country. It has two blue stripes signifying the 
leading an all-Iraqi force into Fallujah. Their goal is to dis- two ancient rivers that flow through the country, the 
arm insurgents, seize their heavy weapons and restore sta- Euphrates and Tigris. It also has yellow stripe representing 
bility to a town of 300,000 ~--------------------~ the Kurds who were brutal-
people that has been a ized under Saddam's regime. 
thorn in the coalition's side But when red-bereted mem-
since major combat ended bers of the Fallujah Brigade 
last May. marched past Marines pulling 

The commander of U.S. out of Fallujah, the guidon for 
Marines in Iraq was quick to the first 200-man contingent 
point out that it was "their to enter the city carried a 
idea," but given the heavy Saddam-era flag with the 
toll the fighting was taking Arabic inscription, "Allahu 
on both sides, it was a no- Alkbar," or "God is Great." 
brainer. The Bush adminis- That's like the Alabama 
tration desperately needed National Guard deciding to 
to get Fallujah off the front fight under the Confederate 
page, and what better way Corporal Travis Brozowski after destroying an Iraqi armored per- battle flag. 
to do that than turn over sonnel carrier on the first morning of the war, the first TOW mis- Although Saddam is no 
security in Fallujah to Iraqi sile kill of the war, in the Ruma/ya oil fields in southern Iraq. longer in power, some people 
soldiers, even if some of in Iraq appear unwilling to cut 
them had fought against the Marines a few weeks earlier. their ties with the former dictator. From time to time, they 

Colonel John Coleman, chief of staff for the 1st Marine tell Western media they were better off under Saddam's 
Expeditionary Force, is not worried. "If some of those indi- regime than the U.5.-led coalition. 
viduals have decided there is an alternative way ... then all 
the better," said Coleman. 

Major General Mohammed Abdul-Latif, a former intel
ligence officer who was imprisoned by Saddam, was 
tapped to lead the 1,100 man Iraqi brigade that took over 
from U.S. Marines who besieged Fallujah for more than 
three bloody weeks last April, however, Latif was not the 
coalition's first choice. Another major general who had 
strong family ties with the dominant tribe in the besieged 
city was initially chosen to lead the "Fallujah Brigade," 
but his links to the previous regime apparently cost him 
the top job. There was also another fly in the pie. Major 

Fallujah Under New Management 
For 25 days, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, the unit I rode 

into Iraq with last year, laid siege to Fallujah with two sis
ter battalions. Gradually, the 7 ,000 Marines tightened a 
noose around that city's neck, waiting for word from 1MEF, 
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, to take the town. But 
that order never came. 

Needless to say, there were a lot of unhappy grunts in 1/5 , 
as they lost almost a dozen comrades in the siege and saw 
more than 100 wounded, some seriously. 

"We're shock troops ," groused one grimy grunt on the 
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squad leader in 1st Platoon, received a Purple Heart for shrap
nel wounds suffered in the Battle of Baghdad. His armored 
assault vehicle [AAV] took a wrong turn on the way to 
Saddam's palace and got ambushed. Anderson and his fellow 
Marines had to evacuate their track when it was hit by an 
RPG. On the way out, a Marine on his right got shot in the leg, 
while the one on his left got grazed in the head. Anderson 
managed to drag both of them to safety, but was wounded in 
the process. Anderson wanted to attend Embassy Guard 
School, but this deployment put his plans on hold. His father, 
a former Marine, says he spends a lot of time on his knees 
praying for him and the safety of the men he's leading. So far, 

frontlines, "We don't like sitting in fixed positions," said the 
unidentified Marine. Others who manned sandbagged posi
tions nearby said they felt like "sitting ducks." 

The stress of combat has taken its toll. Lance Corporal 
Jones, an assistant gunner assigned to care for Sally, the 
pigeon that was supposed to warn Weapons Company, 1/5, of 
any biological or chemical attack during the war, had to be 
medevaced from Fallujah for combat stress. Staples remind
ed me of Shrek. He was a giant of a young man who talked 
about how good his grandmother back in Alabama could 
cook, and how much he could eat. In addition to seeing that 
the pigeon was well fed and watered, Jones also ate more 
than his share of the company's rations he carried in the 
"Chuck Wagon," the high-back Humvee he drove. But he 
apparently took all he could take, and cracked under the 
pressure. 

Lance Corporal Brown "freaked out" when an Iraqi mor
tar fell at his feet, but didn't explode. Brown is still under the 
care of a Navy shrink who can't seem to snap his patient back 
to the real world. 

Watching what has happened to their "buds" is worse than 
being there, for some Marines who left Weapons Company 
when they returned to Camp Pendleton after the war. 

Staff Sergeant BryanJackway, first section leader in Counter 
Mech Platoon, the unit I was assigned to, is on a guilt trip. He 
wrote the other day, "If I had known what was going to happen, 
I would never have requested a transfer to regiment." 

Once A Marine, Always A Marine 
That old addage is alive and well in the United States 

Marine Corps. 
At the height of the fighting in Fallujah, some members of 

the platoon whose commitments expired before the battalion 

Lance Corporal Jones feeding and watering "Sally, " the NBC 
pigeon he cared for during the war. 

his prayers have been answered. As of 15 April, Charlie 
Company had lost four KIA and more tl1an a dozen wounded, 
but no one in Anderson's squad had been dinged yet. 

On the day the four civilian contractors were burned and 
butchered in Fallujah, Anderson called his father in Texas to 
tell him he and his platoon are quartered in a well-guarded 
compound just east of Fallujah. With the exception of an 
occasional rocket or mortar round, the compound has been 
relatively quiet. But out on the street, Anderson told his dad, 
it's a different story. 

Continued on page 77 

Sergeant Chad Van Buskirk behind 2406, in his Humvee on the 
outskirts of Baghdad. 

deployed to Iraq received telephone calls from a Marine 
officer. Former Sergeant Chad Van Buskirk says two of his 
buddies, Sergeant Lance Gatewood and Corporal Travis 
Brozowski, were asked if they would come back for one 
year. "A Marine captain told them the Corps needed them 
in Iraq," said Van Buskirk. 

Asked if all of the former TOW gunners, including 
himelf, would return to Iraq, Van Buskirk told SOF, "In a 
heartbeat if higher-ups would let us rejoin our unit. That's 
the only way we will leave our families and fight again. We 
don't want to fight with strangers," said Van Buskirk, 
whose has two small children. 

When they left the Corps, Van Buskirk, Gatewood, 
Brozowski and 500 other members of 1/5 were told not to 
give away or destroy their uniforms and personal equip
ment, and to keep physically fit for at least two years, the 
amount of time most enlisted men spend in the inactive 
reserves. They were also told to keep the Marine Corps 
advised of any change in address and telephone number. 

The officer who called Gatewood and Brozowski said 
the request for the pleasure of their company was "volun
tary" at the moment, but that could change, and they would 
have only 15 days to report to the nearest Marine base. 

It is no secret that the Marine Corps and their army 
brethren are having trouble scraping up enough troops to fill 
the ranks that have been depleted by deaths and injuries. 

All or parts of nine of 10 army divisions are now com
mitted to Iraq and Afghanistan - that other war. 

Reserves are going to get even thinner now that the 
Pentagon has notified about 5,000 Marines and 5,000 sol
diers from the National Guard and Reserves that they will 
be sent to Iraq this summer as replacements for units that 
will have served a year or longer. 

-D.B.C. 
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SUPPLY 

FR EE S HIPPING on all R ETA IL 
ORDERS placed online@ 

www.dpmsinc.com, by mail on/er 
or byf!L~ed ordei: No COD'.5. 

~~ 
llJJill.U.W.\~ TRIPLE HIGH RAIL 

OETACHABLE REAR 
SIGHT 

LISTEN FROM 
A DISTANCE 

From the makers of the Bionic Ear~ Silver 
Creek introduces the DetectEar®- this ain't 

your grandmas listening device . 

DetectEar® $495.00 
Bionic Ear & Booster® $169.95 

1-800-533-3277 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 

Silg.Creek 
I NDUST RIES 

•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

• METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

•BOMB BLANKETS 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

And much , 
much more ... 

TAMIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph : 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 

E-Mail: tamiami@gate.net 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 

PLATE 
AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 
Also Available Level Ill & IV 

Steel & Ceramic Plates 
Inter-American 

Security Products, Inc. 
E-Mail: interam @gate.net 

Shop online: www.interamer.com 

MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or full -lime career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work lor others. Learn all !he 
latest techniques from the 
experts Taught by former mili- ~ili'~MMM~I 
tary intelligence specialists, ~Mliii'li!!li~~~I 
police and private detectives. ~~!ill!~~W!i"'I 
The only course al ifs kind, the llllliliifllilolil ~W~Jil 
unique Global Schoof of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 



Greene Militarv & Police 
FREE CATALOG 

• BDUs 
• Tactical Gear 
• Military Boots 
·Police Gear 
·Knives 
•Holsters 
• Kid's Military Clothing 
• Military Tee-Shirts 

How to Transform 
Yourself into a 
Vicious and Deadly 
Street Fighter 
i 1pl:}il18t!Q1M3 ,1.J t4fl ,! QQ 
WarM:tcllfner-"wlH change you ror tho rest ol your 

~l~l!Jl~S life! TI1ls unique combat training program Is spa-
_. cJflcaUy deS!gned 10 1ransform you Into a vicious 

, and deadly flghler. When !allowed accordingly, War 
Machlno will Iorgo your mind. body and spirit into iron. Once armed wilh 
those rnonlal and pltysleal tools, you will become a s1rong and ccmlidcnt war
lior 1hat can ''amhe Just about anytt'ling ltmt life may uuow your way. The 
WAR MACHINE Book Includes Chapter 1: War Macl1lne Psychology, Ch<1p1er 
2: War Ma~hine Physiology, Chapter 3: War Machine Combalives, Chapter 4: 
War Machine Unleashed, Chap1er 5: war Machine Philosop.l1y. SONUS SEC· 
TIONS: Battle casual!les {emergency/first aid ouldalinos) aUor a suaet llghl. 
Wai Mact1Jno codo ol conduct. glossary of terms. and suggested music and 
reading, 8 1f2x 11, sollcover. illustr., 170 pages. NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES! 

Only $35.00 plus &4.50 shipping and handling 
To Order c a ll 1-(301 )-279-2244 

Visa. Mastercard. Discover 
\Ille o le o accept US money o rder:; or pers onal c h ecko. 

S e nd C h e ck or 1;1one y Orde rs to : 
C O NTEMPORAR Y FIGHTING A RT S 

267 K c ntland s Blvd. 
s uite 111064 CsoO 

Golthcroburg , t.1::uy1ont1 20678 
VIS IT U S O N THE W E B : WWVV.SAMMYFR A N C O.COM 

Accepting Money Orders I MC I Visa To: 

soumm 011 11ourmNE 
5735 Arapahoe, Ste. A-5, Boulder, CO 80303 

CREDIT CARDS TOLL FREE: 800·800-7630 

New and improved with red and 
white embroidery on black I 00% 

preshrunk cotton polo shirt. 
Available in MED. thru XXXL. 

Black only. $25 M-XL • $27 2X/3X 

M L XL @ $25.00 

Printed Full Color on 
White 100% Cotton Tee. 

M • L •XL $15.00 
2X • 3X $17.00 

ORDER ONLINE AT 
www_sofmag.com 

r------------------1 ORDERING INFO Circle Size 

I #T014 Lei's Roll T-shirt M L XL 

: #T014x Lei's Roll T-shirt XXL XXXL 

: S&H: S4 /1 st item: $1.50 each add ' l Item. Sain \ar may apply. 

: NAME: ---~--~ 
I ADDRESS: __________________ _ 
I CITY: ___________ _ 

: PHONE: ______ _ 



MARKETPLACE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per 
insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. 
Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. "Dingbats" ( ti, e, • ), bold words (other than first 3-4) : 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words ; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word; abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. 
Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files) . Mail 
classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn : Classified Dept., 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Fax: 303-444-5617. NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right 
to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. 
It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do anything' or 'go anywhere' type 
ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog 
$3.00. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconfield, 
Quebec, Canada, H9W 5TS 

EQUIPMENT 

ARKANSAS QUARTERMASTER: Quality mili
tary and government surplus 
http://stores.ebay.com/arkansasquartermaster 

STUFF FOR GUYS: Knives, swords, patriotic, 
birdhouses, tools, etc. Over 4,000 items and 
hundred more added every month www.trea
suresopulentoffering.com Special of the month: 
Buy any 2 items and the 3rd free. 

HELP 

HELP US OFFSET THE COST of protecting 
abused and misused children. Send your 
assistance to CPO, Box 322 , Broken Arrow, 
OK 74013 

INEXPENSIVE LIVING 

THAILAND: INEXPENSIVE LIVING in a tropi
cal paradise. Monthly costs: housing $50.00, 
food $100.00, maid $100.00. Free information 
(715) 795-3457. John 

INTERNET RADIO 
WWW.MARKSCOTTSHOW.US Mark 
Scott Show - Excelsior! Internet Talk Radio. 
U.S.M.C. - SEMPER Fl. show time: 9am to 12 
noon EST. Rebroadcast starting at 12 noon EST. 

KNIVES 

DEAD METAL KNIFE WORKS: Hand made 
custom kn ives at affordable prices. Choose one 
of our designs or design a custom knife to your 
specifications. Go to deadmetalknifeworks.co m 

BAGWELL 
Combat Knives Without Compromise 

I I 
903-938-0905 

P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 

PROTECTION/SECURITY 

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION, SECURITY, 
courier-high/low risk, armed/unarmed, 
local/international , conspicuous/inconspicuous, 
temp/long term, discreet, independent. 
Blackdragon_821@hotmail.com 074 

SWAT 

POLICE SPECIAL OPS HISTORIAN SEEKS 
purchase or trade SWAT police anti-terrorist unit 
insignia from USA (FBI SWAT Cincinnati), Italy 
(first issue NOCS/G IS and variants) , Asia (PRC 
China "white diamond"), lndonesia("Gegana"), 
Japanese SAT, middle east (Saudi , UAE, 
Oman, etc.) , Mexico("Zorros"), South America 
(old Guatemala Police Nacional "Blue Berets", 
Honduras ("cobra"), Africa (various G.l.P.N.). 
Also police jump wings and plaques. Mean 
Streets, PO Box 520250, Winthrop, MA 02152-
0005, USA. 074 

T-SHIRTS 

DO YOU FEEL THE FRENCH ARE LOUSY 
allies for failing to support us in Iraq? If so then 
check out this anti-French !-shirt go to: www.home
town.aol.com/trucolors911 flndex.html 074 

TRAINING 

CORREPONDENCE COURSES & MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills. Weapons. Tactics. 
NBC. More. Catalog $5.00, llPD/ACCP, Box 
1237, Alpine, TX 79830. 

ISRAELI TACTICAL BODYGUARD COURSE. 
C.R.I. - Counter-Terrorism Training School. 
Intensive 10 day course (Oct 4th-15th) Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Accommodations, weapons, 
ammunition, meals, clothing provided in course 
cost. For full course outline and information, 
visit www.critraining.com click link "Corporate 
Security & Bodyguard Courses" or call 800-631-
8191 or 702-408-2599 084 

FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT TRAINING: 
Three day course in bail contracts, fees and 
national operations. National certification upon 
completion. 815-675-0260 N.l.B.E., PMB 268, 
Chicago, IL 60657 www.NIBE@Bounty
hunter.net oas 

WEBSITES 

FOR ONLY $25/month you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 1 O 
words right here. (No additional dis· 
counts apply.) This is a great way to 
get out the word on your site! 

IN MEMORY PATCHES. $12 + $3 shipping. 
802-316-0739 www.ironthread.com 094 

WWW.STOMPINGASS.COM A great resource 
for martial arts and counter-terrorism training. 094 

HUBTOWN CLASSIFIEDS: WWW.HUBTOWN
CLASSIFIEDS.NET Only $6.00 until sold or 365 
days. 074 

SPEC-OPS SURVIVAL NECKLACE - The 
newest military/outdoor survival kit, $19 .99. 
WWW.THE RANGERDIGEST.COM 094 

SNATCH VICTORY FROM DEFEAT with a 
CIDG and light COMSEC: WWW.COMPUTER-
LYNX.NET/TAC-COM/ 094 

e IRAWRITES.COM: "Tarawa, lwo Jima, 
Okinawa, War on Terror" 

WWW.JUNGLEWAREHOUSE.COM Discount 
Survival and Expedition Gear for any destina
tion. 5000+ products. 

TRAINING: EXECUTIVE PROTECTION, SELF 
DEFENSE, Tactical Driving, Tactical Weapons, 
more. WWW.TRAINFORSUCCESS.NET 
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IRAQ-AFGHANISTAN-WORLOWIDE •• • 
NEW OR USED PHONES AVAILABLE 
OVER 501000 PHONES IN SERVICE 

VOICEMAIL-EMAIL-DATA READY!U 
CALL THE KIDS WHILE YOUR AWAY»>» 

(888) 450 - 2334 • SATPHONE-SALES.COM 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

SEND $3 FOR 12-PG. COLOR CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

THIRD REICH DEPOT 

The Best World Wide Web Si te Dealing in original Third Reich Mil itaria. 
Averaging 1200 Items. For catalog please send $10.00 to: Christine Murphy, 

P.O. Box 455, Conifer, CO 80433 • 303-838-6919 
Or visit: www.thirdreichdepot.com 

THE PROFESSIONAL MILITARY, law enforce
ment, and emergency responder's source. 
www.tacticalsolutionsusa.com 

HOME AND HOMELAND DEFENSE for 
responsible citizens. Training , Publications, 
more. www.live-free.org 

WWW.SURPLUSARMYGEAR.COM Tactical 
and assault gear, boots, military gear, equip
ment, Army surplus. 

CHECK OUT THE EXOTIC FOREIGN MILI
TARY camouflage uniforms at: WWW.WEST
ERNSURVIVAL.com 

WWW.TROOPFANMAIL.NET 
http://www.troopfanmail.net Have fan mail sent 
to someone in the military. FREE! 

SURVEILLANCE AND COUNTER SPY 
EQUIPMENT. Free online catalog www.mjelec
tronics.com (914) 699-2294 

WARRIORS MEDAL OF VALOR, for veterans, 
active duty and reserve www.marshalltalleagle.com 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ., AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV. NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, fi ling forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! . 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A ~ : 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. I 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS I 

~:~:~~gRAD~~~~~J;A~~;~~~ i 
·~~ml ~I ~ FOB SOME VERY REVEALING INF08MATION! I 
~ QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. St : 

~--·---!~0~2~~~.;.'-!'!c.o.;~~!f!K.:.~1~~~!~!'!.1!~ •• -' 

Alice Gear. Flight Gear, Police, Survival. 
Black Ops, US Mil. Kni ves, Camping, 

~lt.ll't!'I'"' Night Camo, Helme1s & Booni e Hats! 
Online Catalog, www.olcneL.com 

2 Bucks fo r Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 16 I 8, Alamogordo, NM 883 t I 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail •College degrees • Better jobs •Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS •Box 841 O·AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

WWW. B RAVOCOM PAN YU SA.COM: 
Professional Grade Tactical Equipment, 
AR15/M4 Accessories, Hi-Cap Magazines. 

REALISTIC MILITARY TRAINING YOU CAN 
AFFORD. Check us out at www. praetorian
international .com 

GUNS: Colt 1911 , CZ75, Python, .44 magnum, 
no license required. www.maxarmory.com 

BODYARMOR, custom made, all levels, 5 day 
delivery. 1-954-568-1480 www.maxsell .com 

v SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag.com. 

• Did this get your attention? How about e 
and v ? These are dingbats - add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

I 

PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
quality laminated 
photo cards will 
amaze your associ- PRESS 
ates! We provide the Amertcan Ptess Association 
cards, plastic lam i-
nate and easy 
instructions! You pro
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be finished in the pri 
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinct ive, professional 
system! The highest 
quality cards in the 
US! Lost your origi
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! 

111111 

2 
0 
0 
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C01 Press ID 

2 
0 
0 
6 

MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

D C01 Press ID D C68 Fugit ive Recovery 
I D C04 Bounty Hunter D C72 Special Agent 
I D C10 Concealed Weapons D C131 tnt't Drivers Lie. 
I D C11 Private Investigator D C133 Federal Security I 
I D C13 Special Investigator D C1 40 Network Admin: . I 

D C17 tnt'I Drivers Permit D C142 Terrorism Spec1at1st 
I D C31 Travel Agent D C143 Webmaster 
I D C34 Personal ID D C201 Bail Bondsman 
I D C51 Special Operations D C203 Bait Ent. Agent 
I D C60 MAC-V (CIA) D C211 Security Enf. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
I 500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71106 
I Orders (888) 642-0007 • Cust Serv. (318) 688-1805 

Fax (318) 688-1367 www. nles.com 
I Narne: ______________ _ 

I Address: --------- -----

1 City/State/Zip: -------------
1 Credit Card: ____________ _ 
I Exp. Date: CVV# ____ _ 

80 PAGE COLOR CATALOG $3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER . 

.. _______ ___ ____ _ 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

rn11:0M COUNTnY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19 ,950.00. Trout fi shing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available " 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog$3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 
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Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

\

Have a hfe of intrigue 
excitement, adventurel 
Learn from the REAL 

~-~----~experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private lnvesti&ation 

J (310) 657-6333 J Be~e~i 8~f11~ 1 PA9b113 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

8519-852 1 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· PI Academy ·Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation -surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos 11 

TBIB IS THE ONLY 
"WOODSTOCK" 

I REMl!MBBR 

~~ 1l. 0 

T-SHIRTS & TANK TOPS 
M-XL SlS.00 ea. 

XXL Sl?.00 ea. XXXL $19.00 ea. 
SWEATSHffiTS 
M-XL $25.00 ea. 

XXL S29.00 ea. XXXL $33.00 ea. 
All orders add $5.95 for 
Shipping on first item & 
$2.00 for each addilional 

Bumper Stickers add SI .00 ca. 
''WOODSTOCK" ror shipping. 

I REMEllBBR MASTER CARD/ VISA ACCEPTED 
BU:tv.CPER. STICKERS $4.00 ea 

COFFEE ~UGS $10-00 ca 
PLUS SFIIPP™G 

1-866-761-USMC 
TOLL FREE 

L.lsma.ri n~g~a.r_ c:;c:>m 
26 Beaver St. Ansonia CT 06401 

llDlllRTISIRS IBDIX Marc Wolfe Art 
Steelcutter Publishing 

American Defense Systems 68 Extreme Shock 3 Matt Fury 
American Watch 25 Global School Inv. 52 Maxsell 
Best Made Designs 71 Heckler & Koch 15 Muscle Products 
Blackhawk Industries C3 Hurley & Withington 27 NIC Law Enforcement 
Butter Technologies 70 Hydrastorm 13 Omega Tactical 
Bushmaster 77 Inter-American Security 52 One Stop Knife Shop 
Bush rag 80 Iron Wolf Ent. 73 Paladin Press 
Camelbak 7 Jonathan Ciener 53 PPA International 
Carroll Media 78 Jungle Toy 80 R.M. Equipment 
Chase Durer C4 Kifaru 10 Sammy Franco 
Complete Combat 21 Laser Devices 76 Sig Arms 

I 

SOF Hooded Sweatshirt M L XL 
------1 
-------1 

SOF Hooded Sweatshin XXL XXXL STATE: - ZIP: _ __ I 

: S&H: $5 /1sl Item; $2.00 each add'1 ilem. Sales tu may apply. PHONE: - EMAIL: : 

I TOTAL Send Money Order/MCN isa To: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE I 
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ATTENTION SOF SUBSCRIBERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses available to carefully screened 
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Continued from page 10 

As we noted above, Farnam was not the one 1 

expressing the opinions - he was merely the con
duit, although since he passed it along, we can 
assume he was not in disagreement with it. And we 
will reiterate that not all Maharovs are created 
equal. The design is as good as a comparable 
handgun such as a Walther PP, and the 9mm 
Makarov is a better round than the .380. Howeve1; 
there have been some Makarovs on the mar
liet that evidenced very poor manufac
twing standards, and reliability -
and they have given the whole genre 
a bail name. And for serious social 
purposes, the round is at the low 
end of the scale, except as a 
backup. 

Doing The Work... , 
I have been enjoying your 

magazine since it's beginning. 
As a former SF NCO I look 
forward to reading your maga
zine more than any magazine in 
publication. Not that I haven't 
gotten my share of odd looks 

from people when they see me with it. 
My subscription is a gift from my wife 
and daughter. I just got my June 04 
issue yesterday and loved the photo 

on page 12 of the soldier with the 
patch "doing the work oP' with the 

flags of three other nations. I would 
LOVE to have a poster of this photo to 
hang in my place of business. (I am cur

rently a Wine master at our family winery 
in the hill country of Texas.) Keep up the 

great work and thanks for the TERRORISM 
SITREP - an expansion this section of your 
magazine would be great. 

Gene Switzer, 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

SOF solicits your letters by e-mail: editor@sofmag.com;snail-mail: 
5735 E. Arapahoe, Unit 5A, Boulder, CO 80303; or Fax: 303-444· 
5617. Lashes, laurels, comments, helpful information, questions are 
welcome. We may edit for space or clarity, and if two letters cover 
the same subject, the most concise one has the edge for publication. 
Visit our web site: www.sofmag.com for more details. ~ 

WE WORKED FOR YEARS AS OFFICERS AND HEAD INSTRUCTORS FOR AUSTRALIAN 
SAS, US MARINE RECON UNIT, UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE, DAN ISH RECON UNIT, 

AND THEN WE MELTED OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND 
EXPERIENCE INTO PPAlllTElllARlllM.. 

TACTICAL TRAINING COURSES : 
HIGH-RISK ROOM CLEARING 

TACTICAL SWIMMER 
ROCK-CLIMBING 

CLOSE PROTECTION 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE 

WE WILL INVEST: 
EXPERIENCE+ QUALITY+ PROFESSIONALISM 

YOU ONLY NEED TO INVEST : 
COMMITMENT 

CONTACT US NOW FOR FREE INFORMATION PACK: 

info@ppa-int.com OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE : www.ppa-int.com 

AUGUST 2004 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE · www.sofmag.com • SUPPORT THE TROOPS! S7 



Colonel Aaron Bank 
(USA, Ret.) 

Father of Special Forces Dies At 101 
BY JOHN STRYKER MEYER 

Father of Special 
Forces, Colonel Aaron 
Bank quietly passed 
away at his home in 

Dana Point, Calif., 1April2004. He was 
101. His wife of 56 years , Catherine, 
was by his side. 

He was placed to rest 5 April in the 
Riverside National Cemetery, follow
ing a touching, yet succinct memorial 
service where eulogist and Medal of 
Honor recipient Col. Roger H.C. 
Donlon, (USA, Ret.) said that Col. 
Bank will " ... forever remain our vener
able Father of Special Forces .. . [he] 
was a giant of a man .. . our trailblazer 
. . . legendary in today's military. His 
achievements in war and peace are the 
standard against which there is no 
comparison ... and so, I would like to 
close this eulogy with Aaron's own elo
quent words ... and I quote . .. 

I felt honored by having been instru-
mental in delivering the symbolic, flaming torch, lighted by 
General Bill Donovan in 1941 into the capable . .. powe1ful 
hands of Special Forces ... whose generations of Green Berets 
proudly will carry it forward to immortality. 

little did Bank then know that U.S. Army Special Forces 
would launch America's first strike against the al-Qaeda ter
rorists in Afghanistan in October 2001, following the terror
ists' attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 
The Green Berets used tactics of unconventional warfare pio
neered by Bank. 

The first Green-Beret A Teams were clandestinely infil
trated into the rugged, rocky Central Asian country where 
they met indigenous forces , spoke their language, trained 
them, supplied them and fought alongside them. The 12-man 
A Teams accomplished startling results against numerically 
superior forces. 

The tactics , the method of operation and the Special 
Forces training has an extensive history that traces its roots 
to World War II, when unconventional American forces from 
the Office of Strategic Services - the predecessor to the CIA 
- parachuted behind enemy lines into Nazi-occupied France 
and other countries. 

One of the original 93 OSS men who 
parachuted into France, Belgium and 
Holland during that covert phase of 
WW II was then-Captain Aaron Bank. 
The OSS fighters trained rigorously 
before jumping into enemy territory, 
linking up with local indigenous forces, 
training them, supplying them, and 
fighting by their side against Adolf 
Hitler's Third Reich. 

Col. Bank and the OSS men pio
neered the force-multiplier concept 
when his three-man OSS team jumped 
into the Massif Central in northern 
France in 1944. Those "]edburgh 
Teams" were named after a 12th-centu
ry Scottish group that conducted guer
rilla warfare against British invaders in 
the]edburgh area of Scotland. 

Within weeks, Bank's OSS team and 
its operatives were hitting German tar
gets, disrupting power and train service 
- "always blow up rail lines on a 

curve," Bank said in a 1999 interview with Soldier of Fortune 
- stealing German weapons and ammo and using it against 
the Nazis. 

Bank's OSS team was so effective that at the end of 1944, 
it was given a major mission: Capture Adolf Hitler. Dubbed 
Operation Iron Cross, it did not come about, as conventional 
military forces swept across Germany before Bank's team 
could attempt the mission, after weather delayed tactical 
jumps into the target. 

When WW II in Europe ended, Bank volunteered for OSS 
assignments in Asia. He parachuted into Southeast Asia in the 
summer of 1945. He met and chatted extensively with Ho Chi 
Minh, conversing in French. Ho said he wanted the United 
States to help him keep Vietnam free of French rule when WW 
II ended. Bank's pro-Ho reports were ignored. "Think how dif
ferent the course of history might have been had the OSS been 
listened to," Bank said in a 2001 interview with SOE 

Undaunted, Bank continued his quest for an unconven
tional unit. In 1952, he founded the first Special Forces 
Group, the 10th Special Forces Group Airborne , at Ft. Bragg, 
N.C. , becoming the "Father of Special Forces. " 

Clyde Sincere, one of the original members of the 10th 
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Special Forces Group, served under 
Bank's command. "He was religious 
when it came time to checking on 
training." He showed up at all train
ing, day or night. He surrounded him
self with former OSS officers -
Herbie Brucker, Jack Hemingway (son 
of Ernest Hemingway), Leif 
Bangsboll, etc. He relied on these offi
cers, who he had known in the OSS, 
to in1part to us their experiences. 

"He was a great believer in the 
conduct of unconventional warfare 
and all of its ramifications," he said. 
"Our lives were fully consumed in 
language training, area studies, 
physical training, ski training and 
mountain training, culminating with 
many, many field exercises, all very 
realistic, via the isolation area, and 
then parachuting into an operational 
area for an extended period." 

"The man is a legend," Sincere 
said of Bank. "He was a key player in 
getting Special Forces started, set
ting the rigorous standards of train-

Col. Aaron Bank was keynote speaker at the SOF 
Convention banquet in Scottsdale, Ariz., in 
September, 1981. Banks regaled conventioneers 
with his experiences in the WWII OSS. 

(named after the first Special Forces 
Medal of Honor recipient in the 
Vietnam War) paid periodic visits to 
the Banks in recent years. 

The key liaison between the 
chapter and the Banks was chapter 
Vice President Adrian Silva, the 
unit's special projects manager who 
scheduled several events and special 
visits with the Banks. One of those 
events was a lOOth birthday celebra
tion on 23 November 2002, which I 
attended, along with Silva and sev
eral chapter members and their 
wives. On that sunny, Southern 
California Saturday, we stood in 
a loose formation in front of the 
Banks' assisted-care facility. 

Silva said, "Believe it or not, we 
listened while Col. Bank imparted 
his words of wisdom concerning 
attaining long life .. . it's hard to 
imagine how someone his age could 
still be so lucid. Needless to 
say, all of us in attendance were in 

ing and mission preparation which can lead to success, as 
evidenced by the outstanding performance of Special Forces 
men in Afghanistan." 

awe. I'm sure he felt how much he 
was revered, respected, and loved by every Special Forces 
trooper standing in front of him." ~ 

Because of his unique status within the history of Special 
Forces, former Green Berets from the San Diego chapter of the 
Special Forces Association, C-75, the Roger Donlon Chapter 

john Stryher Meyer spent two years in SOG and recently 
released a non-fiction account of his first year in SOG in a booh 
titled: "Across The Fence," available at Realwarstories.com. 
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Terror attacks were down 
last year, but attacks on U.S. 

citizens increased dramatically. 
ls the U.S. mainland prepared? 

Hardly! 

J U ST ~~~~i, ~~e~~~r;;1~~~~1!~:g:d s~~%~~ security guard required a short
haired, blonde teenager, dressed in 

scanty clothes so skin-tight it would have been impossible to 
conceal a stick of gum, to take off her floppy, paper-thin 
thong sandals and step through an additional security check. 
If those sandals had been made of C-4, they wouldn't have 
blown her nose. 

Pathetic! Are these supposed to be real security measures, 
or are passengers being inconvenienced by a silly show, 
which provides no real security, but gives the false impres
sion of a mighty effort to protect us from terrorists? 

I was reminded of the last time SOF publisher Robert 
Brown and I had dinner with the late General Joe Foss, the 
legendary WWII combat pilot who went on to became 
Governor of South Dakota and President of the NRA. General 
Foss was a burly white-haired giant who overpowered anyone 
in his presence. He was the personification of that glorious 
era of great heroes who had gusto for anything American. 

Throwing Star 
At our dinner meeting, after 9-11, he was as agitated as I 

had ever seen him, bellowing outrage in his customary bois
terous manner and deep, thunderous voice: "I was one of 
those who helped make this country safe for those nitwit pip
squeaks at the airport, and they practically made me strip 
and miss my flight." 

He recalled his "boys," of whom he often spoke, and 
whose faces were forever imprinted on his mind. They had 
given their lives in battle for our freedoms. One of the secu
rity "geniuses" had given him lots of grief because he was 
convinced the Medal of Honor the aged General had in his 

THE 

BY DR. MARTIN BRASS 
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pocket was a martial arts "throwing star." 
"While the law-abiding citizen is being hassled," The 

General said," the enemy plows into our most visible tar
gets." Rote security checks by unskilled agents ordered to 
harass all alike, regardless of age, criminal background, infir
mity, race, or otherwise, he said, were un-American. Law
abiding citizen's freedoms were violated while the terrorists 
could outsmart "stupid" procedures. 

Illegal immigration is out of hand, because of this empha
sis on political correctness and nondiscrimination, combined 
with insufficient screening and intelligence. 

Further, even with legal immigration there is little or no 
follow-up surveillance to weed out the terrorists who slip 
through our highly porous net. Immigration is on an upsurge 
since the encl of the Cold War, when open doors allowed 
floods of migrants and human traffickers. 

Trattickers and Terrorists 
In 2002, an Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 

official told Congress, "Information available to the I S 
indicates terrorist organizations often use human smuggling 
operations to move around tl1e globe. "(freerepublic.com) An 
unnamed former Mexican official said, "Spanish and Islamic 
terrorist groups are using Mexico as a refuge." 

Documented illegal immigration more than doubled in the 
last decade, growing, by conservative counts, from 3.5 mil
lion in 1990 to 8 million in 2000. Steven A. Camarata, direc
tor of research for the Center for Immigration Studies, esti
mates that at least 13 million will immigrate to the United 
States in this decade. 

A 2002 census showed iliat at least 115,000 illegal aliens 
from the Middle East are in the United States, 24,000 of 
whom are from Israel. Forty thousand illegal aliens come 
from Pakistan. Those figures don't include Algeria and Egypt 
and other North African countries, for unexplained reasons. 

6000 Fugitives 
Six thousand Middle Easterners, fugitives from deporta

tion orders, roam the country. Among them was internation
al crime ringleader Iraqi George Tajirian, who charged up to 
$15,000 a head for trafficking a thousand illegal immigrants, 
some known to have ties with terrorist organizations, reports 
Michelle Malkin in Insight. 

Two Egyptians were arrested for smuggling illegals on 
flights to Brazil, then Guatemala, through Mexico, to ilie 
United States. Mohammed Hussein Assacli was convicted of 

When Is a Border Not a Border? 
When Terrorists Cross Anytime 

They Want To! 
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smuggling Iraqis through Cali, Colombia, Ecuador and other 
South American cities. Assadi supplied stolen and altered 
European passports and airfare for $8,000 per person. 

"Market of Passports" vendors in Northern Iraq sell 
forged documents for travel through Turkey, to Ecuador, to 
Colombia, to the United States. The illegals are instructed to 
destroy the fake documents before entry into the U.S., and 
surrender to U.S. immigration officials without disclosing 
their nationalities. The U.S. "catch and release" policy then 
allows them to flee pending deportation proceedings. 

Camarata says "It is difficult to overstate the implications 
of this new report for the security of our nation. While the 
vast majority of illegals from the Middle East are not terror
ists , the fact that tens of thousands of people from that 
region-and millions more from the rest of the world- can 
settle in the U.S. illegally means that terrorists who wish to 
do so face few obstacles. We cannot protect ourselves from 
terrorism without dealing with illegal immigration." 

The Clinton Administration did not give this problem the 
attention it obviously needed. 

While Janet Reno and intelligence agencies were focusing 
on organized U.S. militia groups they had demonized, incin
erating an eccentric Texas cult-killing women and chil-

Tijuana, the alien smuggler would charge $1,500 to $5,000, 
including travel documents, because fradulent documents 
were so readily available. Sometimes a document package 
would be sold for as little as $25. 

Not only do terrorist operatives take advantage of illegal 
immigration, many have learned how to maneuver through 
the system after having immigrated legally, and are allowed 
to roam free without proper intelligence surveillance. 

The Center for Immigration Studies concluded that lax 
immigration enforcement was partially responsible for 
attacks within the United States: 

"By not adequately policing the borders; by not enforcing 
time limits on visas and the ban on hiring illegals; by allow
ing illegals to attend college, open bank accounts, and obtain 
driver's licenses with little difficulty and by not even ensur
ing that those who are ordered deported actually go home, it 
is inevitable that millions of illegal aliens will settle in the 
U.S., including tens of thousands from the primary terrorist
sending countries"(Worldnetdaily) 

Most of the 9-11 terrorists had Florida and Virginia or 
other driver's licenses or ID cards. Some of these were 
obtained without citizenship or proper residence in the place 
that issued tl1e documents. Kingpin Mohammad Atta, while 

"We must immediately gain control of our borders. 
This can be done with the use of technology ranging from unmanned aerial vehicles and 
electronic sensors to cameras and radar. This must be backed up with human resources, 

including military support" Thomas G. Tancredo (Colo. R-6th) 

dren-and on pounding the hell out of Serbia, simultaneous
ly empowering the Taliban-trained terrorist KLA factions in 
the Balkans, terrorist operatives were planning their attacks 
and picking their targets in the U.S. . 

United Sodom of America 
Meanwhile, the sensationalist American media's obsession 

with broadcasting the Monica Lewinsky scandal all over the 
world gave the Islamic extremist terrorists' sick minds tl1e 
ammunition they needed as tl1ey conspired to shock the 
world by attacking the "immoral, depraved," "United Sodom 
of America." 

Terrorists sneaked in and out of Western, technologically 
advanced and immigration lax U.S. and Western Europe. The 
terrorist operators learned to navigate undetected in and out 
of U.S. borders , taunting U.S. intelligence. They boldly tar
geted U.S. targets. 

In 1993, one of the World Trade Center bombers was illegal 
alien Mohammed Salameh. In 1997, Gazi Ibrahin1 Abu Mezer, 
illegal alien, conspired to bomb the New York subway system. 
[ C.I.S.] 

Three thousand, seven hundred U.S. consular officers 
throughout the world issue visas without many guidelines. 
Eighty percent of 8 million visa applications are approved 
every year. The State Department manual used by consular 
officials states that "mere membership" in a recognized ter
rorist group, or even "advocacy of terrorism," does not auto
matically disqualify a person from entering the U.S., accord
ing to the Phyllis Schlafl.y Report. 

Associate Chief, Veteran Border Patrol official J . William 
Carter (Ret.) says, "The 1986 amnesty law perpetuated doc
ument fraud. Counterfeiters went wild. If an undocumented 
worker wanted to travel to Los Angeles or Chicago from 

exploiting the system, cunningly changed his short term 
tourist visa to a longer term student one, enabling him to 
remain legally in the United States long enough to attend 
flight school, and to travel in and out of the United States to 
meet with al-Qaeda co-conspirators [ C.I.S.]. 

Green cards 
Eleven of 48 terrorists acting in the United States since 

1993 had green cards, signifying permanant residency. 
Another, Mahmud Abouhalima had become a legal resident 
after lying about being an agricultural worker, allowing him 
to get a green card after tl1e 1986 illegal-alien amnesty. His 
green card allowed him to travel to Afghanistan for training, 
then reenter the U.S., according to the C.I.S. 

Sometimes an alert and determined citizen can force the sys
tem to work. Zacharias Moussaoui, was left out of the 9-11 
action because observant instructors reported suspicious 
behavior at the Pan Am International Flight Academy in 
Minnesota. Moussaoui did not want to learn how to take off or 
land, but wanted to lmow how to steer a 74 7 jumbo jet in flight. 

The FBI was slow to act, by many accounts. Moussaoui 
was detained by the INS for violating his visa just one month 
before the fatal attacks in New York and Washington. 

Another potential 9-11 hijacker, Al-Qahtani, was turned 
away by a U.S. immigration agent at Orlando International 
Airport in late August 2001 , two senior law enforcement 
agents told AP 

But 19 hijackers slipped through the cracks after years of 
conspiring. 

Then Came 9-11 
The 9-11 hijackings were the result of "a problem of the 

U.S. government allowing illegal aliens to roam freely in 
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our country and of promiscuously issuing visas without 
proper certifications. It is also a problem of our govern
ment failing to enforce current immigration and visa laws, 
and failing to deport illegal aliens including those who 
overstay their visas. 

lthree of the hijackers were here illegally, and the other 16 
were here legally, through sloppy visa checks and nonexis
tent follow-up procedures. At least 16 of the 19 hijackers fit 
in one or more of these categories," claims the Schlajly 
Report. 

For two weeks before 9-11 the FBI was searching for one 
of the 9-11 terrorists who had met with a suspected USS Cole 
bomber. The hijacker's visa application read "Marriott, New 
York City," although he had never gone to any of the 10 
Marriotts there. 

"It's a Constitutional Crisis" 
The immigration flood has reached constitutional crisis 

proportions, according to Thomas G. Tancredo (R-6th), with 
whom we met in Denver at the beginning of the research for 
this article. Tancredo was fired up about the threat that ille
gal immigration poses, and has been a high profile activist. 
He believes that Mexico is the base for terror cells and that 
terrorists flow over our unrestricted southern borders. 

In Arizona, on a road north of the city of Douglas called 
the "Arab Road," Arabs or Middle Easterners, are charged 
$30,000 to be smuggled into the U.S., Tancredo claims 
[ParaPundit.com]. 

Immigration, Tancredo wrote "is balkanizing America to 
where upwards of 8 million people living here are so unde
cided about their loyalties that they claim dual citizenships. 
The problem is so urgent, that, "We must immediately gain 
control of our borders. This can be done with the use of tech
nology ranging from unmanned aerial vehicles and electronic 
sensors to cameras and radar. This must be backed up with 
human resources - including military support. 

"The defense of the nation begins with the defense of the 
borders. We must identify and deport felons and potential 
terrorists among the millions of illegal immigrants. Civil lib
ertarians have thrown up obstacles, forgetting that the citi
zens' right to protection of life and property is the FIRST civil 
liberty of a free people. 

"Becoming an American citizen is not something you gain 
by crossing a border. It is something you acquire through 
education and adoption of a new loyalty to American institu
tions," he wrote. 

The FBI has identified 1,000 Osama bin Laden sympa
thizers living in 30 cities in the United States, according to 
Justice Department sources. This number, ParaPundit.com 
points out, is a fraction of identified al-Qaeda sympathizers 
in country, and the statistics only "scratch the surface." 
Terrorists can escape wiretapping detection by using encrypt
ed e-mail messages on the internet, and FBI foreign language 
capabilities are inadequate. 

The Tijuana Ring 
Last year a ringleader of a smuggling ring, Salim 

Boughader Mucharrafille, a Mexican of Arab descent, was 
sentenced in the United States to one year for people smug
gling. He returned to business as usual in Mexico where he 
was once more arrested. An accomplice, Imelda Ortiz Abdala, 
Arabic-Mexican, a 25 year Mexican foreign service veteran, 
was fired after 150 Mexican passports were stolen and two 
others issued improperly [Freerepublic.com]. 

Ortiz was in Beirut, Lebanon from May 1998 to October 

2001, heading the Me~ican consular section. She allegedly 
issued a Mexican visa to Alafani Sghir, a Shiite extremist. She 
was arrested in Mexico for aiding a smuggling ring trafficking 
Arab migrants through Mexico to the United States after 
Yousef£ Balaghi, one of the 80 to 100 migrants smuggled into 
the United States with stolen or forged passports, was admit
ted to a San Diego hospital, vomiting blood. He died a short 
time later. 

Al-Qaeda held a meeting in Mexico in 2001 to make con
tacts with Venezuelan, Bolivian, Peruvian and Ecuadorian 
terrorists. Al-Qaeda operates in Latin America, and has ties 
to the Columbian FARC. Mexico's national security adviser 
Adolfo Aguilar admitted the presence of Islamic radicals in 
Mexico, who were identified by the media as being members 
of Hezbollah. (www.apfn.net.) 

Border Badlands 
I spoke with a New Mexico entrepreneur who voiced the 

concern of many of his Latino colleagues, "The Latinos, 
Arabs, Pakistanis, and Afghanis, who have many common 
facial features, some of whom are al-Qaeda or other terrorist 
group operatives, can easily mix in together unnoticed. 

"The problem is that many of the Latinos and other 
groups have no desire to assimilate. They create their own 
reality and culture, including rival drug trafficking gangs, 
without loyalty to America. Terrorists can easily be smug
gled in or even allowed to operate within their enclaves" 

Although Mexican officials do cooperate with their U.S. 
counterparts, the Mexican government is largely helpless in 
combating the violence of the Mexican drug cartels, and cor
rupt customs and police officials. 

One task force source told WND that a spectacular 
Mexico-based attack is "not anymore a question of if, but 
rather of when and where." Guadalajara and Tijuana are 
harboring anti-American terror cells. Al-Qaeda and other 
allied organizations are expanding. operations in Latin 
America, establishing both legitimate and criminal enterpris
es to fund future operations. 

Jihadists and Drug Dealers 
Ruthless youth gangs including the Mara-18 and 

Salvatrucha from Honduras and Guatemala are operating in 
Chiapas state and as far north as Tijuana. Those with ties to 
radical Islamic Jihadists and drug dealers filter in from 
Central America, preying on illegal immigrants. Terrorists 
are making serious preparations to infiltrate the U.S.-Mexico 
borders. There are threats on NASA's Johnson Space Center, 
the George Bush International Airport, and industrial oil and 
energy targets, according to WND. 

Our borders have become outlaw country. Human traf
fickers charge desperate or suspect immigrants enormous 
fees. Drug gangs have married up with human traffickers to 
exploit this multi-million dollar trade. Mexican, U.S., 
Canadian and other consulate, customs and enforcement offi
cials have cashed in on the profits. 

Homeless scorch in the heat and drown in the rivers as 
they try to reach the Promised Land. Sex slave trade traf
fickers are making bundles of cash. And many border guards 
are dying. 

Next: Interviews with Border Patrol Agents and how streams 
of illegal immigrants cross the U.5.-Mexico border. 

An international lawyer, Dr. Martin Brass is a frequent con
tributor to SOF. ~ 
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PARTI 

Marine Reserves Charge to Baghdad, Fighting All the Way 
BY DONALD SCHUTT 

USMC PHOTOS 

Editor's Nole: SOF has never run a story in eight parts 
before, bui we've never run a sto1y like this before either. 
These guys were cops and students, accountants and 
truckers. But when the Iraq War started they made an 
adrenalin-charged assault from Kt1wait to Baghdad that 
mahes Mad Max look like The Little Engine That Could. 

2nd Tank Battalion's TOW vehicles 
assembling prior to entering Iraq. 
The TOW missile can destroy any 
tank in the world at a range of over 
two miles 

ow are modern wars won? The media tells us over 
and over again about how our high-technology air-

.., __ ... craft can devastate targets at will with extreme accu
racy. We have Satellites that can read the side of a 
pack of cigarettes. We are forever told high-tech air
power will be triumphant. Then there are the com-



puter geeks who claim they will bring the enemy to their knees 
with e-mails and a computer virus or two. We also have brave 
and dedicated Special Forces troops who conduct shadowy oper
ations that we are told are the hey to victory. 

The truth is that the high-technology aircraft mostly can't 
find their targets, satellites have limited coverage, computer 
waijare is laughable in terms of real effects, and although 
Special Forces troops can be very useful OLtt of relation to the 
size of the forces involved their effect is always on the periphery 
as a force-multiplier than as a direct-action achieve1: 

Even in Afghanistan the Special Forces could not have got
ten far without the heavy ground forces of the Northern Allia1ue 
to tahe the ground. You can bomb targets, destroy computer net
works, conduct raids, and implement psychological operations 
for years and victory will always be elusive. In truth, wars are 
still won by the heavy ground forces that roll over the enemy 
smashing his main forces and seizing his ten-ain. 

This is the story of a group of Marines who were part of the 
spearhead for the ground forces who liberated Iraq. They took 
the enemy on in head to head battle and won the war. 

T 
OW and Scout Platoons, 8th Tank Battalion is a 
Marine Corps Reserve unit based in Miami. Like 
most reservists they drill one weekend a month and 
are activated for training for two weeks once a year. 

It was on one of those normal weekend drills that a Naval 
Message was received activating the unit for war. It was not 
unexpected. Everyone knew that war was coming. It had 
become a guessing game as to when it was going to happen 

AUGUST 2004 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE · w w w.sof m 

and who would be selected to go. When the order came down 
it answered the question. The time was soon and TOW and 
Scout Platoons were going to the party. 

Although some of the Marines were not keen on leaving 
their comfortable homes to venture into the unknown dan
gers that awaited them, it would be fair to say that the vast 
majority of them were eager go. Many had joined after 9-11, 
and they were looking for some payback. Others had been 
drilling together for years but had never been to war; they 
wanted to get the chance to use the skills they had learned in 
a real-world endeavor. 

Payback 
There were a few Desert Storm veterans who knew a little 

more about what awaited them. They had mixed feelings. 
They, too , wanted some payback, but they also knew what a 
filthy miserable place the deserts of the Middle East were. 
There was no telling whether they would be there for six 
months , a year, or ... ? 

The Marines were mobilized to active duty in mid-January 
2003 and by the end of the month they were in Kuwait await
ing the start of the war. 

Kuwait: A Time To Prepare 
Upon arrival in Kuwait on 29 and 30 January, the 

Marines of TOW and Scout Platoons didn't waste any time 
in beginning preparations for the hard fight they all knew 
was coming. Even before they were matched up with their 
vehicles and equipment they walked through formations 



and tactical maneuvers on foot. 
Finally, a few weeks after their arrival in Kuwait, their 

vehicles arrived. The Marines practiced vehicle land- naviga
tion, vehicle-recovery procedures, formations, driving with 
gas masks on, night driving with night-vision goggles 
(NVGs), and the use of the thermal sight mounted on the 
TOW With the threat of biological or chemical agents being 
used much of the preparation was focused on NBC (Nuclear, 
Biological, and Chemical)-training and procedures. 

Many of the Marines in retrospect felt that the way the 
war actually went down was very 
different than the open desert 
warfare they expected and prac
ticed for. 

The Marines were disappoint
ed with the very limited opportu
nity to fire their weapons prior to 
combat. Essentially they were 
only given enough rounds to test 
fire the weapons for functionality 
rather than for accuracy or prac

ple who use the supplies and equipment against the enemy. 
The "just in time"-system proved worthless and the logisti
cians had to work overtime trying to make up the shortfalls. 

The people who were really affected were the end-user of 
the supplies. The individual Marines, who risked their lives 
and did the fighting. In a campaign that everyone knew 
would be fast and furious it is critical that each Marine and 
each vehicle be loaded up as well as possible. In a short cam
paign it is purely possible to support the entire war out of 
what you had in the vehicle when you left. This did not hap

pen. Not enough food or ammo 
was available. The Marines 
would have to make do with 
what they got. 

tice. Many of the weapons were Unit designation burned into the sand. 

Obviously, each TOW Marine 
gunner would like to have a full 
combat load of TOW missiles per 
vehicle. However, with the thou
sands of U.S. forces streaming 
into Kuwait, logistics were hard
pressed. A TOW HUMMV can 
carry six missiles plus one ready 
to fire for a total of seven missiles drawn from pre-positioned 

stocks and hence test firing the weapons was critical. 
Ammunition was just not available. This would have an 
effect for the war as well. 

Military Logistics experts had developed a supply system 
that mimicked the scheme used in modern manufacturing. 
It's called "just in time." Japanese car manufacturers had 
developed it with help from American management experts. 
Records are kept of what is used and are then put into a com
puterized supply management system. 

Having a computerized record of what is used allows new 
supplies to be brought up as needed, thus eliminating ware
houses and storage depots. In theory it is efficient. In prac
tice, at a car plant, with a perfectly thought-out plant and per
fect transportation links, it saves millions of dollars. The bat
tlefield, however, has no relationship whatsoever with an 
environment that would support a "just in time"-method. 

REMF Pogue 
That some REMF pogue thought that this system had any 

use on a battlefield is really indicative of disconnect between 
the people who buy the supplies and equipment and the peo-

per vehicle. Most of the Marine TOW gunners crossed into 
Iraq with only three missiles per vehicle. 

The main weapon the Marines would use was 5.56-rifle. It 
would remain short until most of the fighting was over. 
Marines went into Iraq with a basic load of seven magazines. 
They had plenty of unused cargo capacity in their vehicles. If 
the logisticians had been able to bring the ammo forward for 
issue prior to the war tons of precious cargo space would have 
been available later for carrying other supplies. 

Initially, the Scout Platoon had fourteen vehicles orga
nized into two sections, each of six vehicles, plus the pla
toon commander's vehicle, and finally a "high-back" variant 
of the HUMMV used for carrying extra ammo, rations, 
water, and fuel. 

The first section was called Tiger Section and was mostly 
manned by regular Marines from the 2nd Tank Battalion. The 
Second section consisted of Miami Reservists and was called 
Panther Section. Each six-vehicle section contained two M2 
.SO-caliber machineguns, two Mk-19 automatic 40mm 
grenade launchers, and two TOW anti-tank missile launchers. 

~ AUGUST 2004 



A Superior Weapon 
Later in Iraq, the Scout Platoon's weapons mix was fur

ther adjusted based on what worked best. Gunnery Sergeant 
Gregoire, who in civilian life is a veteran police officer with 
the Miami PD explains: "The .SO-caliber machine gun is a 
superior weapon to the Mk-19. I wouldn't say that the fire
power was increased with the .SO cal., while the Mk-19 is 
good in itself; however, with its cyclic rate of fire and only 32 
rounds in it, we would run out real quick and we'd have to 
reload, whereas the .SO cal. We'd have 200 rounds a box 
(Some .SO-caliber machine guns had 
their mounts modified to use a Mk-19 
ammo can which allowed up to 300 
rounds of the smaller .SO-caliber ammo 
to be linked together and ready for use) , 
we can suppress longer, harder and 
without having to constantly reload." 

The Gunny who, is also a veteran of 
Desert Storm, as well as the mean 
streets of Miami, further explains: "We 
changed configuration more than one 
time, Originally we went in with , I 
believe, two .SO cals , two MK-19s, and 
two TOWs, due to the type of, you 
know, MET (Mission, Enemy, Terrain) 
we were basically more urban and CQB 
(close-quarters-battle) than we origi
nally thought". Hence, later one of the 
Mk-19s in each section was replaced with a .SO-caliber 
machine gun. Lastly, after most of the fighting was done , 
one M240G 7.62mm machine gun was added to a TOW 
vehicle in each section. 

Crossing The Border At Night 
The decision to cross the border in order to begin the 

ground war came as a complete surprise to the Marines of 
TOW and Scout Platoons. Most were asleep when the word 
came clown to get ready. At about 2330 hours the word was 
passed, and the Marines worked to get ready to step-off. 

Corporal Jose Mendoza remembers being awakened that 
night. "I was supposed to have fire-watch that morning at 
2400, I looked at my watch; it was only 2330 and everyone 
was getting up . I thought it was reveille already. So I got up 
and I'm thinking okay, I'm going to get dressed, and I'm look-

ing around, and everyone is saying we got to go." 
The Marines cleared out their hootches and loaded the 

vehicles. 
The Battalion moved to the border with the tanks and 

engineer breaching teams in the lead. On the border there 
were some fences and ditches that had to be breached. The 
engineers cleared three lanes and the Tank Battalion started 
to spill through into Iraq. It was dark and somewhat confus
ing. Luckily the resistance consisted mainly of very intermit
tent and inaccurate artillery fire. 

The Marines from Miami were in trail of the tanks and it 
was dark. They saw the flashes of artillery impacts and the 
tanks firing their main-guns at invisible targets in the dark. 

First Firefight 
Sergeant Andrew Michael, whose civilian job is as a 

deputy sheriff for Broward County, Florida, recalls sitting in 
the Scout platoon commanders vehicle on top of a highway 
overpass as the other Marines cleared some Iraqi bunkers 
alongside the highway. All day long pick-up trucks mounting 
white flags had been surrendering to the U.S. forces. 
Another white pick-up truck approached Sergeant Michael's 
position on the highway; it was not flying a white flag. This 
got the attention of the group of Marines sitting in the two 
HUMMV's atop the overpass. 

In the commander's vehicle were four Marines, First 

2nd Tank Bn halted in herringbone formation along Route 6, some
where between An Nu'maniyah and Baghdad. (above) Marines 
check out equipment prior to going into Iraq. 



surprised each other pretty much". 
The heavy machine gun rounds from the Iraqi technical 

skidded across the ground right next to the Scout 
Commander's vehicle. First lieutenant Zumrno fired back 
with his .SO-caliber machinegun. It promptly jammed. 

Fortunately, in the other HUMMV l ance Corporal 
McCarthy's weapon functioned perfectly and American fi re 
was brought on the Iraqi vehicle. 

For the Miami Scouts this was the first direct fire engage
ment of the war. "That was the first actual man-to-man 
engagement. Before that we had seen tracer rounds come 
near us and mortar fire , but that was the first direct-fire com
bat where we were aiming at the enemy trying to kill them 
and they were trying to kill us." Explained Sergeant Michael. 

The Iraqi technical sped off to escape the American heavy 
TOW platoon, 2nd Tank Bn display the American flag for the folks machine-gun fire. 
back home. 

Iraqis Fled 
lieutenant Zummo the Scout Platoon commander, HM3 
Blake the unit Corpsman, lance Corporal Rowland, the dri
ver, and Sergeant Michael, the forward observer. The Iraqi 
driver was obviously surprised that the Marines were there. 
He came to a dead stop 500 to 600 meters away as the 
Marines watched. 

Corporal Derric Keller, manning a TOW vehicle , tracked 
the Iraqis through the high-power optics on his missile sys
tem sight. He watched as the Iraqi irregulars fled the scene. 
He held his fire. The route the Iraqi pickup was taking was 
right on the border between 5th Marine Regiment's and 7th 
Marine Regiment's areas of responsibility. 

Sergeant Michael explains what happened: "A truck start
ed coming toward us, and all day trucks had been surrender
ing and they all had white flags on them. We were watching 
the truck and it didn't have a white flag on it. So we were 
kind of watching it drive toward us. 

Corporal Keller was concerned that if he should fire , the 
missile might misguide, and hit friendly forces nearby. 
There were also some power lines along its flight-path . The 
TOW is wire-guided and the power lines increased the like
lihood of a misguided missile, should the guidance wire 
cross them. He held his fire. Then at some point he sort of stopped and spun around. 

He pulled a tarp off the back and he had a machine gun on 
the back. He started firing at us , and we fired back. We both 

He watched fascinated as the same Iraqis stopped and 
changed into another pickup truck they had probably cached 

68 

American Defense Systems, Inc. 
& 

A. J. Piscitelli & Associates, Inc. 
Manufacturer, Installer and Provider of: 

VistaSteel Transparent Armor™ 
Transparent laminated glass systems 

for Bullet, Blast and Physical Attack Mitigation 

STOPPING THROUGH . 50 CAL. AP/ AND 
UNDER 2. 5" THICK 

AND 

VistaGuard AssembliesTM 
Steel, composite and aluminum assemblies for 

bullet, blast & physical attack resistant 
security doors, barriers , window frames 

and curtain wall systems. 
Especially manufactured for: 

Military, Law Enforcement, Architectural , 
Automotive, Marine & Aviation Applications 

contact: Tonv Piscitelli, CEO 
Land line : 516.992.5054 - Fax line: 516.705.8237 

E-mail: ajpiscitelli@americandefensesystems.us 

SUPPORT THE TROOPS! • www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ AUGUST 2004 



SSgt Cristian Moreno manning a 50. cal MG in Iraq. SSgt Moreno, 
who is an accountant in civilian life, was a cool and aggressive 
warrior in combat. The man beside the Hummer is unknown. 

earlier. This pick-up truck was armed with a mortar tube. 
The Iraqis then sallied forth to stop the American Tank 

Battalion with their pickup truck-mounted mortar. Saddam's 
sacrificial lambs tried to engage the battalion with their new 
weapon. They were able to fire five rounds of ammo at the 
Americans. one of the explosive rounds came close to hit
ting anything. 

Their bold attack did not last long. Fl 4 Jets flying in sup
port of the Marines were talked on to the technical. They 
dropped a 2,000-pound bomb directly on the position. There 

were no further problems with the pickup truck, or evidence 
of its continued existence on this planet. 

Rapid Movement 
After the initial movement into Iraq the 2nd Tank Battalion 

got an order to make a major movement. At first , 2nd Tanks 
moved out tactically in battle-formation across the broken ter
rain adjacent to the highway. It soon became apparent that 
with little resistance the Marines were wasting precious time 
and putting wear-and-tear on the vehicles for nothing. 

The Battalion Commander decided to just have everyone 
get up on the main road they were following and drive. This 
decision was made based on the situation that they faced. It 
would have been nothing but a waste of time to move cau
tiously forward at this point. The bold decision to use the road 
would be conventionally thought of as an "untactical" way to 
move through hostile territory crawling with the enemy. 

In reality though, using the highway to conduct rapid 
movement became the foundation of 2nd Tanks' successes on 
the road to Baghdad. Traveling on the major highways 
allowed the Battalion to cover ground at a rapid pace. This in 
turn resulted in the Marines showing up in front of the 
enemy before the Iraqis were ready to meet them. 

Tiger Scouts were punched-out in the lead as a quartering 
party far out in front of the unit. Panther Scouts was given 
the mission to conduct a route reconnaissance directly ahead 
of the unit as it moved toward its objective. The Scout 
Marines of Panther Section leaped far ahead of the Battalion 
and attempted to perform their mission. They checked 
bridges and overpasses along the route to ensure that no 
explosive charges had been set. 

They also checked for the general trafficability of the 
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route. The problem was that once the 
main body of 2nd tanks started using 
the hardball road they moved so fast as 
to leave little time for Panther Scouts to 
perform their checks with any degree of 
certainty. They ended up driving down 
the road ahead and checking everything 
on the fly. 

Sergeant Cristian Moreno of Miami, 
Florida, was with the Bronze Section of 
the TOW Platoon. As they were travel
ing down the highway he would see 
occasional pockets of Iraqi Soldiers. "I 
felt pretty safe the way they were con
ducting the movement. There wasn't 
much cover for us anyway out in the 
middle of the Iraqi desert. Plus, our 
vehicles were about twice the size of 
the Iraqi vehicles. They could spot us 
whether we were camouflaged or not. 

"It worked out good for us that we 
used the highways. Obviously they 
were never expecting us to get on the 
highway. We could see that we were 
bypassing Iraqi units. They would look 
at us but I guess they were over
whelmed by the size of our unit and 
the speed at which we were moving. I 
recall one incident - I saw a T-55 
rolling slowly next to the road about 
300 meters away. He stopped and he 
never even aimed a gun at us . The crew 
jumped out of the tank and started run
ning away. 

" About 1,500 meters behind that 
tank there was a T-72 right by an oil 
field. I could see them clearly without 
binos or anything. They surrendered to 
the British who were up securing that 
area. We made a stop about one kilo
meter farther clown the road. I saw the 
soldiers from the T-55 make it to the 
British where they, too, surrendered. " 

The Marines kept up the road march 
to their destination. When they arrived 
at their new assembly area everyone 
was dead tired. An accident occurred 
when an inadvertent discharge of the 
.50-caliber machine gun on one of the 
tanks killed a Marine with Delta 
Company. Lance Corporal Eric 
Orlowski, 26, of Buffalo, New York, 
was killed. He was the first and, unfor
tunately, not the last to die with 2nd 
Tanks along the road to Baghdad. 

Donald Schutts, Lt. Col. USMCR, is a 
pilot for a major airline. During Desert 
Storm he commanded a mobile f ire sup
port team operating forward of the 
Marines' lead tanl?s. From 1995 to 1999 
he was OIC Tow/Scout Miami. 

Next month the Mi.ami Marines face 
their first real battle. ~ 
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I ' ' Battle for Deh Chapan 
I I 

Continued from page 26 

got back, if I could have gotten away 
with it! 

After my little adventure we dis
mounted and organized the AMF to 
return fire. You could hear the super
sonic crack of bullets as they passed 
within arms reach, and watch the 
rounds impact all around you. Our 
vehicles were taking the brunt of the 
RPG shrapnel; luckily none of our 
tires were popped. 

Baddies on Both flanks 
The baddies were on both flanks , 

and to the front in a classical "L" 
shaped ambush. Our TACP, CJ did an 
outstanding job and quickly called in a 
couple of A-IOs that dropped 500lb 
bombs on the ridgelines within lOOm of 
our position. Due to the proximity of 
our team I had to give my initials to the 
pilot to approve the drop. 

After three hours of trading fire we were able to subdue 
the ACM on the left flank. We then split the team in half and 
began assaulting the right ridgeline. We fought our way to 
the top and pushed them off. We continued to engage the 
enemy as they withdrew into the mountains. 

We moved the convoy forward , and cleared the ridge
lines along their path. After driving another 700m down 
the road it became apparent that we could go no further. 
The road to Cinaran had been cratered and rockslides had 
been cascaded onto the road , making it impassable to 
vehicular traffic. 

This was the intended ambush "kill zone"; the road was 
narrow and had a steep drop off into the river, and we 
would have been unable to turn around. 

We established security and began backing our vehicles 
back down the road. just as we got our convoy turned 
around the ACM hit us again with mortars and RPGs. They 
fired barrage after barrage right into the kill zone, missing us 
by IOOm. Luckily we had recognized the kill zone for what 

Noah's wound attended to by Lou and Chuck after taking a round 
in the shoulder from a sniper. 

it was and reacted quickly. 
Driving out of the valley, we came under intense small 

arms and RPG fire from our left flank, as our flank security 
fought a running battle. We linked up with flank security and 
exited the valley under a hail of fire. 

We accounted for each of the vehicles as it left the mouth 
of the valley. As the last vehicle exited, our Afghan General 
advised that he still had fifteen soldiers missing. He believed 
they were still in the valley waiting for the General to come 
and get them. 

I told the General that we would have to immediately go 
back in and get them. The General wanted to wait to see if 
they would come out on their own. After an hour I asked for 
one volunteer to go back into the valley with me to rescue the 
trapped soldiers. Bill volunteered and rode in the back with 
M240 Machine Gun. The Team Leader from the other team, 
Chris, also followed us in with his HMMWV 

We were about 200m short of the previous ambush site 
when we came under fire from a group of 30-40 bad guys in 
an orchard about twenty-five meters to our right flank. RPGs 
and AK rounds are flying over and around our vehicles, one 
AK round smacks into the SATCOM antennae right next to 
Bill's head, giving him the shock of his life. 

It Was a Slaughter 
I dismounted and began engaging the ACM with my M-4 

while Bill opened up with the M240 MG. It was a slaughter; 
we killed over 30 ACM in less than a minute of firing. We 
fired right into their midst as they returned fire and attempt
ed to run away from us. All I could see was our bullets 
impacting and bodies falling. Bill was firing grazing fire two 
to three feet over the ground, using the M240 like a scythe. 
The rounds ripped through the trees, tearing off branches 
and splintering the trunks. It was good to finally be on this 
side of the ambush and give some payback! 

The ACM had been regrouping and resting in the orchard 
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after chasing us out of the valley, and 
did not expect us to come charging 
back. We caught them overconfident 
and it cost them heavily. 

We turned around and drove out of 
the valley as fast as we could. Upon 
exiting the valley, the General informed 
me that his men showed up just min
utes after we had driven back into the 
valley. After that last bit of good news 
we decided to wrap it up and head back 
to Deh Chopan. 

As we drove away Bill said, "Damn 
Sir, I hate those near ambushes, but I 
gotta tell ya, they always get my heart 
racing." Ditto! 

That night my TACP told me the 
AC-130, had a positive identification 
on 20-30 ACM establishing an ambush 
in the area we were headed to at first 
light. As the ground commander I gave 
them authorization to engage. 

We listened to the AC-130 as it ham
mered the ACM with 40mm and 
lOSmm cannon fire for the rest of the 
night. The deep rumble of the lOSmm 
cannon was comforting, such sweet 
music it was, to drift into slumber. 

The next morning we drove to 
where the gunship had engaged the 
ACM and found four bodies, numerous 
bloodstains and trails, and a number of 
destroyed DSK machine guns. We 
patrolled the area and spoke with the 
locals, who told us that after the bomb
ing last night a group of Taliban had 
come in and dragged out fifteen bodies 
on donkeys and taken them to the 
north. We emplaced positions on all of 
the high ground and set up a blocking 
position that would prevent the ACM 
from escaping the valley. 

Over the next few days the 10th 
Mountain Division flew into the area 
and began large sweeping and clearing 
operations. 

We were recalled to Kandahar to 
debrief the battalion staff on our 
actions and get cleaned up before we 
headed back to Gardez. Our drive back 
to Gardez was uneventful and long; it 
was nice to be returning home. 

A day after arriving we had a special 
guest, the Secretary of Defense, Donald 
Rumsfeld was visiting all of the forces in 
our Firebase. We talked with some of 
the guys assigned to his protective detail, 
who were also SF National Guardsmen, 
doing contract work between deploy
ments. We asked them if the Secretary 
could take a photo with our team. 

Secretary Rumsfeld was more than 
happy to meet us and told us that he 
had heard about the battles down in 
Deh Chopan and was pleased to know 

that it was our team who had fought 
them. He was amazed when I told him 
that we were National Guardsmen, and 
he asked us if we would like to stay for 
another six months, since we had done 
so well. 

We emphatically replied with a "No 
thank you Sir, we're happy to be going 
home in one piece." Secretary 
Rumsfeld was extremely friendly, out
going, and caring about the soldiers he 
met that day ... he is one of the good 
guys. The team was on a huge high . .. 
successfully finishing a difficult combat 
mission with only one casualty and 
being able to meet the Secretary of 
Defense, and take a photo with him. 
We couldn't have been happier, espe
cially since we were headed back to 
Bagram the next day! 

Final Parting 
The Taliban took one last parting 

shot at us as we convoyed to Bagram 
the next morning. Just after passing 
over the highest pass between Gardez 
and Kabul we were ambushed on the 
long winding downhill road. Luckily, 
the ambush was about thirty seconds 
too late and missed the majority of our 
convoy. A few RPGs and small arms 
were fired and missed. I decided it 
wasn't worth one of my guys getting 
wounded to go after them, so we just 
sped up and continued onto Bagram. 

We radioed the ambush site in, and 
a few fast movers flew overhead to 
escort us safely back to Bagram. Once 
there everyone debriefed us. It was a 
pleasure to finally meet the U.S. 
Marine Corps pilots who had flown air 
support for us. We took a team picture 
with the pilots (you guys know who 
you are and you can always count on 
us to watch your back or get you out of 
a bad situation). Here's to all of the 
USMC pilots ... " Semper Fi" Marine 
we got your six! 

Intelligence gathered from a num
ber of local sources advised that we 
had engaged and killed between 300-
400 Taliban and Al-Qaeda, and killed 
two Taliban leaders - Mullahs 
Dadullah and Qahar. 

Our Team was awarded: 1 Silver Stai; 
3 Bronze Stars with "V" device, 1 Purple 
Heart, 2 ARCOM with "V" device, and 4 
Bronze Stars, 10 CIBs, and 1 CMB fo r it's 
actions during the Battle for Deh Chopan. 

Overall the entire company was 
awarded : 1 SS, 4 BSM wN, 44 BSMs, 4 
ARCOM wN, 50 ARCOMs, 3 ]SCOMs, 
63 CIBs, and 10 CMBs. ~ 
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Marine Scout Sniper 
Continued from page 40 

control all the individuals they were 
having contact with and several fire
fights were erupting on both flanks as 
Marine units ran into pockets of well
armed Iraqis. Rounds flew everywhere 
from those actions, and many flew right 
over us. Though we had total control of 
the area to our front, we had no control 
of what dangers lay to each side. 

While we were there, one of my 
snipers from the Scout Sniper 
Platoon, Sergeant Aaron Wintterle, 
who carried a Barrett .SO Special 
Applications Scoped Rifle , was man
ning a vehicle checkpoint with one of 
the line companies when an Iraqi sui
cide vehicle approached. As Wintterle 
trained his .SO SASR on the vehicle, it 
exploded. A piece of shrapnel hit him 
in the face, breaking his jaw and 
putting him out of action. 
Immediately his partner, UC pl Jacob 
Heal, who was a new guy under train
ing, jumped on the weapon and spot
ted one of the Iraqis who was 
involved trying to run back down the 
road. The Marine took aim and lit 
him up , shooting him five times 

before he could hit the ground, blow
ing out his chest. 

Meanwhile back at the Al Rashid 
Military Complex, rounds came past 
us from the sides, along with RPG fire 
and explosions as close as SO meters 
away. This became the routine 
throughout the day as sporadic fight
ing broke out on the flanks. 

But our job was to keep our front 
secure. Every time we found an armed 
man we took him out. When we saw 
armed trucks, we took them under fire 
as well. It ~as really weird to spot a 
pickup with a .SO mounted in the back, 
and shoot the driver and gunner, then 
watch the truck just keep going like it's 
driven by a ghost. 

When we saw weapons inside a car 
or truck we engaged both the passenger 
and the driver. Our method was simply 
"whoever spotted the weapon first 
called the shot. " 

Sleep: Not An Item Of Issue ... 
"I got RPG rounds. I'll take the dri

ver. You take the passenger. " 
The other guy then would take out 

the passenger at the same time. This 
was the great thing about having two 
sniper rifles there, since we could fire 
on two targets at the same time. 

Our body count continued to climb 
throughout the day. 

We were up six days before we got 
away from the roof and got four hours 
sleep. This was counting the three days 
movement through Salmon Pak, then 
the three days on the roof. Then it was 
back to the same position. Then we 
were up for another 72 hours constant
ly, moving or staying on the scope. 
Watching and shooting. We were run
ning on pure adrenalin. 

It got to the point where if an Iraqi 
entered our area, they took off their 
shirt, pulled off their white T-shirt and 
waved it like a truce flag until they got 
out of our area, then put their shirt back 
on. The word was out, and no one want
ed to come into our kill zone to die for 
Saddam anymore. 

Still, we continued to watch and 
wait. We took turns, an hour on the 
glass, an hour off the glass. Though it 
was fatiguing, we stayed alert. The 
adrenalin , and the anticipation that any
thing could happen any second, kept us 
on the keen edge of awareness. In fact, I 
was so pumped up on adrenalin that I 
could have stayed up for a week. 

By the time we left this position, I 
had 17 kills and Mulder had lS: 32 total 
kills in one spot! 
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With the main part of the Iraqi resis
tance now crushed, we entered Baghdad 
proper and pushed in toward the city 
center. As we moved down the high
ways and streets, we could see vehicles 
on side streets that had been taken out 
the day before and were smoldering, 
and had rounds still cooking off. We ran 
into sporadic firing, both small arms 
and RPGs, but we aggressively moved 
through anything we came up against 
and pressed on. Our final destination 
was the Olympic Stadium. 

The Republican Guards had told 
everyone that the Marines would kill 
everyone, and that we would eat them 
or some such nonsense, but when we 
moved through neighborhoods and 
people saw that we treated them well, 
and that we had finally run the 
Republican Guard off, they came out in 
the hundreds of thousands and began 
cheering us, dancing in the streets. 

Still, even after we achieved posi
tions at the Olympic Stadium and 
began to consolidate, we received spo
radic incoming rounds. It was going to 
become obvious that it would take a 
long time to totally pacify Baghdad. 

For two weeks we continued to do 
our surveillance and target-acquisition 
missions , then pulled out to set up a 
more permanent base camp. 

And by this time most of the Iraqi 
army had thrown their weapons down, 
and basically said, "Okay, you win." 

It was later, when Intel had time to 
question Iraqi POWs that they heard 
this: "We feared your snipers more than 
any other weapon. We could not see 
them, and we could not counter them. " 
That statement sums up a sniper's mis
sion: To engage the enemy at long range 
and kill him without being seen. 

Craig Roberts was a U.S. Marine 
sniper in Vietnam in 1966. He later 
served as a police officer, reti1ing after 26 
years with the Tulsa Police Department. 
His military background also includes 
serving in the National Guard and Army 
Reserve as an infant1y and intelligence 
officer. He retired at the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel in 1999. He has writ
ten several articles for Soldier of 
Fortune, and has authored more than a 
dozen books, including One Shot-One 
Kill: America's Combat Snipers from 
WWII to Beirut, and Kill Zone: A 
Sniper Looks at Dealey Plaza. 

Charles W Sasser is a former Special 
Forces medic, a former homicide detec
tive with the Tulsa Police Department, 
and author of more than 40 books. ~ 
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Continued from page 51 

Fighting Fifth Leads the Way Again 
The 1st Battalion, 5th Marines was 

sent back to Baghdad along with two 
other active-duty West coast battalions, 
3rd Battalion, 4th Marines from the 
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center at Twentynine Palms, California, 
and 1st Battalion, 5th Marines from 
Camp Pendleton. Approximately 25,000 
Marines have been sent to Iraq for seven
month deployn1ents as the Pentagon 
moved into the second phase of troop 
rotations in Iraq - the largest troop 
rotations since World War Two. In all, 
more than 250,000 troops are involved. 

~ ...... ~--

SSgt. Brian Jackway, Weapons Co., 1st 
Battalion, 5th Regiment, 1st MarDiv was 
awarded the Bronze Star with "V" device, 
promoted to gunnery sergeant and trans
ferred. Jackway says, "I wish I were there. 
If I would of known, I would of refused to be 
transferred. " 

A reserve battalion, 3rd Battalion, 
24th Marines headquartered in 
Bridgeton, Missouri, first got word in 
November last year that they would be 
heading to Okinawa for six months. But 
in mid-December, plans changed and 
the battalion's 800 to 900 Marines 
deployed to Iraq in the spring of 2004. 
Captain Jeff Pool, a Marine Forces 
Reserve spokesman in New Orleans, 
says 3/24 and others from the First 
Marine Division are expected to be in
country until sometime in September, 
or perhaps even later. 

Frying Pan to the Fire 
"Yeah, that's how the battalion 

feels, " said Lt. Blanke who received the 
Navy Commendation Medal with 
Combat "V" Device while commanding 
the Weapons Platoon in Charlie 
Company during the war. Because of 
his experience as a fire-support team 
leader in the weapons platoon, Blanke 
was moved from Charlie 1/5 to 

.308's at your 
FFL dealer or 

see them 
online. 

The Current Mission 
De111ands The Best. 
Do You? 
Soldiers fighting the war on terror 
deserve the best equipment money can 
buy. That includes their sleeping bags, 
proudly supplied by Wiggy's. The US 
Special Forces, Navy Seals, and the 
Australian Army all provide their troops 
with high quality sleeping bags 
from Wiggy's. 

Wiggy's Super Light System meets the stringent demands of 
military professionals across the globe. Compact, durable, 
and available with a lifetime guarantee, Wiggy's Super Light 

sleeping bags are today's choice far the professional soldier. 
Make Wiggy's your choice, too. 

Wiggy's Inc. • P. 0 . Box 2124 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 
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For more information about Wiggy's Super Lite sleeping bags, 
call toll-free today or see us on the world wide web. 
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Weapons Company 1/5, where he cur
rently serves as the company's XO. 

After the war, the weapon of choice 
among insurgents went from rocket-pro
pelled grenades to improvised explosive 
devices, or IEDs. And Blanke is well 
aware of the dangers he and his men 
face in Fallujah. "It's a tough town to 
operate in. The insurgents are good at 
camouflaging IEDs," said Blanke, "but 
we're not going to drive down the roads 
blindfolded. When we see something 
suspicious, we'll stop and take a look." 

Weapons Company is also focusing 
on vehicle dispersion so that if insur
gents trigger a remote-controlled bomb, 
no more than one vehicle will be affect
ed. To further reduce the threat of dri
ving into a kill zone, Weapons 
Company is constantly running patrols 
up and down heavily traveled roads at 
different times of the day and night. 
Blanke believes this will keep the insur
gents off balance. But Blanke learned a 
lethal lesson a few weeks after arriving 
in Iraq: When an MH-53 Pave low heli
copter was shot down 12 miles east of 
Fallujah, the Shnm mortar platoon in 
Weapons Company was sent to secure 
the crash site. Minutes after Quick 
Reaction Force arrived on scene, they 
came under enemy mortar fire . One 
Marine was killed. Several wounded. 

Rushing down the road to Fallujah, 
the platoon ran into a pre-arranged 
ambush and suffered more casualties. 
No IEDs, just lots of small arms fire 
and RPGs. 

High-Tech Help 
A new weapon has been added to 

the U.S. arsenal, called "Boomerang." 
Sensors mounted atop an aluminum 
pole on the back of a Humvee pick up 
supersonic shock waves from incoming 
rounds and give Marines a heads-up on 
the location of the gunfire. 

A display about the size of a ciga
rette pack mounted on the dashboard 
or windshield of the Humvee then 
shows what is being detected. 

"Incoming, 5 o'clock," reports a dig
ital voice over a speaker inside the 
small box. 

Karen Wood, who supervised devel
opment of "Boomerang" in just two 
months at BBN Technologies Inc. of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts , says gun
men in urban Iraq are often inexperi
enced, and tend to miss that first shot. 
They also tend to be armed with AK-
4 7 s rather than more accurate sniper 
rifles , giving U.S. forces time to return 
fire or get out of harm's way. 

The Marine Corps has also armored 
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its Humvees to protect Marines against 
deadly IEDs. One hundred ten [llO] 
hard armor kits were installed on 
Humvees before they left Kuwait. The 
armor saved the lives of at least four 
Marines on the way to Fallujah. The 
armor, designed to be mounted on 
M998 Humvees, has been tested at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in 
Maryland against a variety of threats, 
including anti-tank mines. Other 
Marine vehicles, including seven-ton 
trucks, have also been outfitted with 
medium armor. 

One out of every five Humvees pro
duced stateside is being up-armored 
with 2,000 pounds of steel, including 
200-pound door panels and bulletproof 
glass. But as the Army learned on the 
day the four civilians were killed in 
Fallujah, there is no protection from a 
land mine. Five U.S. soldiers were 
killed when their Humvee ran over a 
mine and exploded. 

Hearts and Minds 
The men of 1/5 are also arming them

selves culturally so that they under
stand what offends an Iraqi, so as not to 
cause loss of popular support for what 
the U.S. is trying to accomplish in Iraq. 
One of the first things the Marines did 
was rename the Army camp at Fallujah, 
giving it an Iraqi name. "Insurgents are 
living among the Iraqi people, and we 
need their help if we have any hope of 
defeating the insurgency," said Blanke. 
"If the Iraqi people start giving us infor
mation of their whereabouts, we can 
precisely remove the people who are 
creating a problem," Blanke said. 

First lieutenant Richard T. 
Wilkerson, l/5's adjutant, is philosophi
cal about returning to Iraq. "It takes time 
to rebuild a nation like Iraq. You can't 
change a nation in weeks or months. It's 
gonna take years," said Wilkerson, 
preparing himself for what could be a 
very difficult and dangerous deployment. 
'There are elements over there who don't 
like us and want to kill us." Wilkerson is 
also well aware of the political warfare at 
home over the reasons why the United 
States went to war against Iraq, but he's 
turned a deaf ear to it. 

"They can tell us all day long why 
we went, but who really knows," said 
Wilkerson, "but getting rid of him 
[Saddam] was the right thing to do." 

An embedded reporter with 115 
Marines during Iraqi Freedom, Dale B. 
Cooper has been a frequent contributor 
to SOF for many years, including cover
age of Desert Storm. ~ 
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Na"V Doctor Jlt Wark 
Continued from page 34 

team - or just the near impossibility of 
learning and using the plugger, but 
Temerlin had purchased and brought his 
own $98 Garmin GPS to Iraq. The plug
ger is 1980's computer technology with 
an absurdly complicated menu system 
and the capacity for too many options. 
To become relatively proficient at it 
requires a two-week course and, because 
of its complexity, to remain proficient, 
weekly, if not daily, usage. The only 
advantage of the plugger over conuner
cial GPSs is encryption. If the satellites 
are "turned ofP' (or, put into encryption 
mode), you might as well toss the com
mercial models out the window. And 
that's the argument that Temerlin used 
to hear from his peers in Iraq about his 
Garmin: "Yeah, and what are you gonna 
do if they turn the satellites off?" Now, 
out of gas, lost in the middle of the 
desert, the sun coming up and a caravan 
of people of camels within sight heading 
their way, the pilots used Temerlin's 
Garmin to get their grid and call in help. 
A Huey came first to take the living 
Marine to Viper, an Apache came as 
cover security, and the Huey made mul
tiple trips ferrying ten-gallon jerry cans 
of gasoline for the Temerlin's CH-46. 

Another day, Temerlin's team was 
called to evac seven wounded Iraqis in 
the Rumala oil fields. "It was surreal," 
he says , "flying over the burning 
trenches. l ike Dante's Inferno. With 
bizarre shadows." Dash 1, the first heli
copter, loaded up four patients, and 
Dash 2, Temerlin's, three: a gunshot 
boy, an elderly man shot in the chest 
and an Iraqi soldier with a five-round 
burst in the butt and back of the leg, 
from running away. Kuwait had a 
restnct10n against bringing any 
Iraqis-wounded or not-onto its soil, 
so the choppers made the long flight 
toward the hospital ship U.S.S. Comfort 
in the Gulf. Approaching the ship, the 
cockpit of Dash 1 filled with smoke 
from some ruptured hydraulic line, and 
the helicopter barely made it to the 
ship, crash landing. With the Comfort's 
deck now fouled , Dash 2 could not land 
and had to turn back. To their Kuwait 
staging base Temerlin's team flew and, 
against the Kuwaiti regulations, landed 
and cared for the three Afghans until 
they could eventually get them safely to 
the Comfort. 

And, The Reality Is, You Lose Some 
Then there was an afternoon case-

vac during the initial stages of the bat
tle of Baghdad. "We were flying 50 feet 
above the ground, faster than I had 
ever known a CH-46 could go ," 
Temerlin says. "The XO was the 
smoothest, fastest stick I had ever 
flown with ." The pickup was at a l ight 
Armored Vehicle unit at the forwa rd 
edge of the battle, and Temerlin's chop
per landed in the middle. "A group of 
Marines led by a sergeant was carrying 
a litter towards us. The sergeant was 
despondent, and he told me his lieu
tenant had taken a round in the chest 
and had died just as we were landing." 
Temerlin checked the lieutenant, veri
fying his death, and the sergeant 
draped a U.S. flag over his lieutenant 
before they loaded him onto the heli
copter. At the field hospital, as the 
corpsmen carried the litter from the 
chopper toward the morgue, "the rotor 
wash started to blow the flag off the 
lieutenant's face ," Temerlin says. His 
corpsman, HM3 Saucedo, "tucked the 
flag in. I noticed a reporter snapping a 
picture of it, but didn't think anything 
about it." The photo wound up being a 
two-pager in Newsweeh. Back home 
when h,e saw the photograph, Temerlin 
says, "I remember looking at it, think
ing that I was trying to hide how sad I 
was, but not doing a very good job of 
it." In spite of the speed with which 
they had gone on that casevac, "We all 
wondered," Temerlin says in reflection , 
"if we could have gotten to the lieu
tenant faster and maybe saved him. " 

A year afterwards, and Temerlin still 
wonders. He has put his energies in 
better preparing present and future 
Marine casevac operations by fighting 
for more extensive training for deploy
ing medical personnel and for a reorga
nization of the Navy's medical supply 
system to prevent the supply problems 
prevalent in Afghanistan and again in 
Iraq. He is working to have six FRSS 
units on each coast, ready for quick 
deployment worldwide. 

It has been some 15 years since 
Temerlin switched from civilian emer
gency medicine for a career as a naval 
flight surgeon , and, whether it's fight
ing to save lives in Afghanistan and 
Iraq or fighting to improve and mod
ernize the supply and training systems 
Stateside for future Afganistans and 
Iraqs , for Temerlin, each day brings 
new challenges - never the same and 
never boring. 

Paul Avallone, since 1978, has served 
with the 7th, 12th and 20th Special 
Forces Group (s) Airborne. "9Z 
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him to apply force only toward those 
objects, and in such manner, as lawful 
authority has determined to be in the 
interest of the nation. Having instilled 
in the recruit the need for good order 
and discipline , it is the officer's respon
sibility to ensure that good order and 
discipline are maintained. When there 
is a breach of discipline , a good officer 
will take swift and effective corrective 
action. Clearly, no such action was 
taken within the 800th Military Police 
Brigade. To give the Army its due, a 
criminal investigation was opened and 
higher authority was alerted to the exis
tence of problems. But the investiga
tions are moving at a glacial pace. In 
war, when you have suffered a hit like 
this one, you must move swiftly to 
regain what has been lost. 

Wars are not won by armies that have 
neither discipline nor leadership. 

Nor are they won by leaders who are 
willing to accept a short-term tactical 
advantage at the cost of compromising 

a long term strategic objective. 

Second, the interrogation tech
niques reported to be employed in Iraq 
show very bad judgment, at the very 
least, by the top brass. They are illegal 
under Articles 13 and 17 of the Geneva 
Convention. They are also stupid. 
Information obtained under duress can
not be trusted. Again, this is not theory. 
I have lied to interrogators. 

Coercion, especially coercion that 
involves humiliation , even if it is short 
of being torture, will earn the undying 
hatred of the victim. Again, trust me on 
this . Further, as in this case, the dam
age to our cause resulting from the 
publication of the photographs is 
severe and will take a long time to 
repair, if ever it can be repaired. 
Guerrilla war, as we learned in 
Vietnam, is primarily a war for the 
hearts and minds of those on whose 
behalf the guerrillas claim to fight. The 
use of illegal interrogation methods 
will not win hearts and minds , and will 
rarely yield reliable information. This 
policy was stupid. It was as stupid as 
taking pictures of naked prisoners. 

Finally, the Army brass has shown 
poor judgment in allowing women to 

IOUTHORD 

Precision, professional locksmith tools. Fully 
hardened spring stainless steel picks. Closes 
info lo a fully self-contained tool that con be 
carried in the pocket or on a key ring! 

JPXS-6 Alloy Handle $37 .95 
JPXS-6F Fiberglass Handle $21.95 
Shipping addilionol (per order) $5 .85 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

Call, email, or write for our free catalog 

Southern Ordnance 
PMB 280 

380 South SR 434 #1004 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 

Phone Toll Free: 877-667-7292 Phone: 407-774-7078 
Fax Toll Free: 800-854-1930 Fox: 810-821-8263 

Email : soles@soulhord.com 
www.southord.com 

By piecing on order, the buyer asserts, without fraud or 
deception lo be o bona fide member of the locksmithing 

Industry, or o1her qualified person 

BUSHIAG8 . 

GhiDie Sllits -Rme covers -Supples 
CAMOURAGE SYSTEMS 
1820 22Dth St Ste 215 
Torrance CA 90501 
www.bushraa.com 
877-810-9614 

AUGUST 2004 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUN E · www.sofmag.com • SUPPORT THE TROOPS! S I 



A US soldier walks past Iraqi detainees standing behind razor wire at Abu Ghraib prison 
outside Baghdad 17 May 2004. Security concerns and outrage at the treatment of Iraqi pris
oners at this facility west of Baghdad have piled the pressure on the U.S. -fed occupiers. 

guard male prisoners, especially in the 
culture of the Muslim world. In the 
first place, Article 25 of the Geneva 
Convention requires separate dormito
ries for female prisoners, and Article 
29 requires separate hygiene facilities 
for females. This implies that the par
ties to the Convention undertake to 
respect sexual modesty. 

The question is, who is responsi
ble? From the Chief of Staff of the 
Army, down to the platoon sergeant, 
everyone in the chain of command 
should be asked what policies were in 
place to train soldiers in the require
ments of the Geneva Conventions, and 
what procedures were in place to 
assure implementation. Since imple
mentation failed, why was this not dis
covered? The Abu Ghraib matter is a 
sign of a serious problem in the Army. 
The problem needs to be solved, and 
solved now. The officers who could 
not, or would not, do their duty, need 
to be cashiered or re tired, and replaced 
with soldiers who want to win wars. 

It is true that the culture of politi
cal correctness asks us to disregard 
what objective reality tells us about 

the differences between the sexes. 
Soldiers who disregard objective reali
ty in order to show that one adheres to 
an unrealistic belief system, do so at 
their own peril. 

Three times, during the Hundred 
Years War, the nobility of France, when 
confronted by the English Army, with a 
heavy contingent of peasant archers, 
refused to accept the fact that a charge 
of cavalry against a hail of arrows was 
likely to be futile and suicidal. To accept 
this would have meant the acceptance 
of the value of the peasant as a soldier, 
so tluee times, at Crecy, 10 years later at 
Poitiers, and finally at Agincourt, they 
lost the battle in order to show that they 
adhered to the (false) ideal. 

Our Army does the same thing. 
Several years ago, the Army brass pre
tended to believe that there would be 
no problem allowing male drill instruc
tors to drill platoons of female recruits. 
Everyone who had ever served in any 
armed force in the world knew what 
was going to happen, but the brass pro
tected their careers by pretending not 
to know it, and acting surprised when 
it happened. Now they are putting 

female guards in with male prisoners. 
The brass is still operating in the pre
tend mode, and until the brass face 
objective reality, their efforts will meet 
the same fate as the efforts of tl1e 
French nobility. They remained faithful 
to the ideal, but lost the battle in con
sequence. You cannot win hearts and 
minds if you allow female soldiers con
trol over naked Muslim men. 

Wars are not won by armies that 
have neither discipline nor leadership. 
Nor are they won by leaders who are 
willing to accept a short-term tactical 
advantage at the cost of compromising 
a long term strategic objective. And 
finally, they are not won by generals 
who willingly compromise their tactical 
situation in order to give the appear
ance of believing something that is 
manifestly not true . The Army has 
made a good start. But it must clean 
out, from top to bottom, the corruption 
that has led to this fiasco . We have a 
war to win. 

James H. Warner was a Marine officer 
in Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323, 
in Vietnnam. He was shot down over the 
North and held captive for five and one 
half years. He served as a domestic poli
cy advisor to President Reagan. He cur
rently does trademark and copyright law 
as corporate counsel in Virginia. ~ 
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